
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey from the
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the filesWe designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryingDo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on machine
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific use of
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web
athttp://books.google.com/

1

http://books.google.com/books?id=eqki8LI8mfUC








/ 

- D 



..... - ". 

T 



• 

D 



· · · 
. . .. -. .. .. 
: ~ •• ! ~ 

.. 
• 0 

: '. ' .. ' 0.· 



-, 
\, 

I 
I l. 

371 " --.J 
13 .... 

"T 

r, 

L 

'- ' 

-.:r 

. .... " ',: '.: ,.:. . " .. ~ .. 
. . , ..... . . .. ... ' 
. -.: .::::: 

.' .. : ;~'!: ~.:: . ,. . ., . 
',.. ! •.• - .• ,.. • 

'. ,'.': .. .. :.; 
00· 

,,: : .. : '. . .. .. '. - ~ : .. : 

z 
0 
~ 
Cf) 
UJ 
..J 
a: 
0( 

r 
0 
l-
e 
C-' 
z 
0 
...J 

5 
CD 
...J 
0 
l-
ii: 
e 
u 
w 
l-
e 
I-
er; 

w 
:r 
I-

Digitized by Goog Ie 



mtn of Wtst Uirginia 

HON. JOHN EDWARD KENNA. 

of the L"nited States .. Elected to the 
lower house in 1876, at the age of 28 
years. he became a United States Sen
ator in 1R83, when 35 years old. To 
no other man of the ~Iountain State 
has it been given to perform so great 
an amount of public service in the early 
years of manhood. 

:'Ifr. Kenna was born in Valcoulon, 
K;:nawha County, Virginia, now \\'est 
\'irginia, April 10, 1848, and at his 
death had not completed his 45th year, 
although nearly half his life had been 
spent in the public service. H is father, 
Edward Kenna, a native of Ireland, 
came to the Cnited States when 14 

HO~. JOHX EDWARD KEX- years of age and secured employment 
NA, whose death occurred January I I, at Xatchez, ~Iississippi, suhsequently 
1893, at an age when most men are not relllO\'ing to Cincinnati, Ohio, where, 
considered to ha,'e reached the prime after a brief business experience. he be

of life, had achie\'ed a national repu- I g-an the study of law. In 1847 Ed
tation as a statesman through many ward Kenna married :\largery Lewis, 
years of sen'ice as a representati,'e of the only daughter of John Lewis. of 
the State of \\'est Virginia in the Kanawha County. Virginia. a grand
Honse of Representati\,es and Senate ' son of Gen. Andrew Lewis, a man fa-
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MEN OF \VEST VIRGINIA 413 

ess of his ed tgh the as- istrict of \ \' 
istance of kin ef of whom didate for C 
as Bishop R he entered much older i 
t, Vincent's • cat em} at \Vheeling, ' of acknowledged ability and popular

and by diligent study acquired in the ity, He was duly elected and entered 
course of less than three years a knowl- Cnng-ress. the youngest member of 
edge of books sufficient to enahle him I that body. His aptitude for legisla
to pursue his studies at home. ,-\fter ti,'e duttes was quickly discerned by 
em'ing school \Ir. Kenna ldall, who a 
tudied law it f :\1 iller & n important 
uarrier, at C est Virgin- leaders. am 

a. and was the har in le became one 
1870. He rose rapidly in his profes- influential members of the House of 
slim. In IS72 he was nominated by Representati,·es. lIe was re-elected in 
the Democratic party and elected to ' 1~78. in 1880. and 1882. Before the 
the office of prosecuting attorney of 
Kanawha Cot I 19 in that 
mportant offic 
uties of pros 
f the most p 
tate tried the 

vIce. The 
ley In one 
ties of the 
the young 

lawyer. hut he was equal to e,'ery test. 
and ohtaine(} a wider recognition of 
the powers which those who knew him 
intimately felt sure neec\e(1 only the 

ccasion to ca IR75 :\Ir. 
• enna was ele 

le Circuit Co 
itlicult duties 

ro tem. of 
harged the 
1 a manner 

t lat added to liS a rea() \\ ell-merited 
reputation for industry and legal ahil
ity. 

In 1R76 )'Ir. Kenna was nominated 
hy the Democrats of the Third Con- ' 

heginning of the term for which he 
chosen, he w 
tates Senate. 

1. Henry C. 

December 3 
d in IRRy f 

ending ~rarch 3. 1895. \Vhen he en
tered the Senate he was. as he had been 
in the House, the youngest member of 
the hody. 

la "developed 

legislati"e lif 
ous!)' quoted 
HI a coolness 

mcntJJ1g the testimonials he receJ\ ed 
frum other members, and from many 
of his constituents. lIe ne,'er spoke 
except when he had something to say. 
I I is splendid physique-standing full 
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cart from the Cnited States Senate 
and House of Representatives. His 
monument stands in the Catholic Cem
etery high alxn'e the beautiful valleys 
of the Elk and Kanawha rh'ers, that 
he loved so well. 

\Vest Virginia has honored :Mr. 
Kenna by placing his statue in ~Ie

moria I Hall in the C;tpitol at Wash
ington. D. C. 

ANDREW RUSSELL BARBEE. M. D . 

During the greater part of his life he 
was a farmer, and also taught school. 
.\ stanch Democrat, he was active in 

politics, but never accepted office. 
Both he and his wife were members 
of the Raptist Church. He married 

Xancy Britton, also a Virginian, who 
survi\'cd her husband but two years. 
Their six sons and six daughters all 
arri\'ed at ages of maturity, bearing 
these names: George B., deceased ~ 
Eliza Ann, deceased; Gabriel T. (now 
past his 90th anniversary), for IOur 
years a member of the Virginia State 
Senate. is a merchant at Bridgewater, 
Virginia; \\'illiam R.. deceased, was a 
sculptor of talent, spent several yea rs 
in Florence and Rome, Italy, and is 
the author of "The Coquette." "Fish
er Girl," "Young :\merican," and 
many other Ii fe-size statues; Ellen, de
ceased; Lewis C, deceased; Jane is the 
\Vi rIo\\' of Jonathan Bean. who died 

I from a battle wound received in the 
Con federate :\r111Y; Andrew Russell ~ 

. \~DRE\v Rl'SSELL B.\R- Caroline and .\daline. deceased; Jo-
BEE. :\1. D.-One of the best known 
and 1110st highly regarded citizens of 
)'lason County. \\' est Virginia. is Dr. 
An(lre\\' R. Barhee. who was born De

cemher 9. 1R27· 
His father. also named .\ndrew 

Russell Barbee. was a nati\'e of Vir
ginia, amI died at the age of R7 years. 

seph S., who served in the ca\"alry dur
ing the Ci\"il \\"ar, is a newspaper man 
and artist, in Los Angeles, California ~ 
and :\Iary. deceased. 

Dr. Barbee obtained his education 
tm(ler the care of his sister, at home. 
and in the country schools. and spent 
two years as a pupil of Profe~sor :\lc-
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MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 

Dr. Barbee has also been a leading 

factor in politics. He is of Republican 

faith and from ISSI to 1884 was a 

member of the State Senate. In 1884 

he was a candidate for Congress. but 

was defeated by 43 votes. 

On ~lay 22, 1852, he was married 

to ~Iargaret A. G. Thompson, who was 

born in Luray. Virginia, in 1834, and 

is a daughter of Dr. J. J. Thompson, 

an eminent physician. who practiced 

for 20 years in Luray, Virginia, and 

three years at Point Pleasant, and 

spent the remainder of his life on his 

farm opposite the mouth of the Poca. 

on the (;reat Kanawha Ri,"er, \Vest 

Virginia. <lying at an advanced age. in 

I R8 I. Dr. Thompson was a member 

of the \"irginia Legislature that passed 

the Ordinance of Secession. and took 

a strong stand against it and voted 

against It. :\ family of six chihlren 

was born to Dr. and ~1 rs. Barbet:. 

namely: John R., decease<l; ~Iary B.. 

the widow of C. \\". Harper. decease(!. 

who was a cnal merchant at Raymond 

City; Kate Louise. who married. first. 

Juhn ~lcCI1I111l1gh. whn diell in I XX I, 
anll secllne!. J. Samuel Spencer. an at

tome,' at Point I'leas:lIlt; . \nn Rehec

ca. \\ h. I marriell O. E. Darnall. super
intendcnt of the \\" est \. irginia Re

{ .. nn ~ch, I( ,I: and II ugh ,\ .. a physi-

IS a member of the Presbyterian 

Church. The Doctor is a Mason. He 

is a man of great intelligence and a 

genial companion. His reminiscences 

of the past are 1110st instructive and in

teresting. 

MAJ, ELY ENSION, 

~J.\J. ELY EXSI<;X. one of the 

most distinguished citizens of \Vest 

Virginia. ,lie,1 <;lHl<lenly of an attack of 

apoplexy 011 January 27. lY02. at his 
hOl11e in I iuntington. \Vest \"irginia. 

He \\as hnrn Dccember H). JR-I-o. at 

Hun1s\'illc. Litchfielcl County. Connec

ticut. and for many years was more 

promincntly identilicd with the busi-

I I1C';'; intcft'sls of Calldl COUllty ancl the 

city of Ii unting-tnn th.1Il alme ,st any 

ci:11l at ('"int 1'lc'ls'lnt. ~i rs, Barbee other man. 
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MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 421 

for the character of the goo(ls handled, 
and has always done an extensive busi
ness. The first floor is well stocked 
with general merchandise, notions and 
dry goods; the second floor, with la
dies' ready made goods; the third, with 
carpets, curtains and draperies; and the 
fourth with fancy and holiday goods. 
The reserve and duplicate stock is car
ried on the fifth floor, and the china 
and !louse furnishing goods are in the 
b:l~ement. The present members of the 
company are George ~L Snook, George 
Rentsch, .-\Ibert L. Wilkie. Thomas 
Carnahan, Jr., Remick P. TruxelI, 
Loui;; Rentsch and H. D. Hen-ey,-an 
array of business talent that would suc
ceed in any venture. 

~I r. Snook was born at :\lartins
burg, \Vest Virginia, and removed to 
Wheeling in 1876, entering the employ 
of Charles Brues as clerk. In 1880, he 
began clerking for George E. Stifel & 
Company. and continued until 188-1-, 
when his present business was estab
lished. His life work has been de
voted to the dry goods business, and his 
knowledge of it in all its details, com
bined with a superior natural ability, 
has been the secret of his success. 

~[r. Snook was united in marriage 
with Emma TruxelI, a daughter of 
Henry Truxell, deceased, who was an 
early resident of \Vheeling, and was 

identified with the LaBelle I run Works. 
~r r. Snook Ii \'es in Pleasant Valley. 
He is a member of the Ancient Order 
of Cnited \\'orkmen. He has a broth
er, Charles S. Snook. located in \Vheel
ing. 

JOHN T. COTTON. M. O. 

JOHX T. COTTO~, M. D.-To 
have lived a long and useful life and 
to have its closing years crowned with 
honor and affection is nut the happy 
fate of all men, but this is the good 
fortune of one of the most highly es
teemed citizens of Charleston, \Vest 
Virginia. Dr. Cotton was born Au
gust 4, I8H), at ~larietta, Washington 
County, Ohio, and is a son of Dr. John 
Cotton, an eminent Boston physician, 
who was born at Plymouth, ~Iassa

chusetts, September 9,1792. Dr. John 
Cotton graduated at Harvard Cniver
sity and there took the degrees of A. 
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Whig. He assisted in organizing the 
Republican party, but since the Civil 
\Var he has been a Democrat. Al
though eminently qualified to fill high 
stations, he has never accepted polit
ical office: 

The children born to Dr. Cotton 
and ~I rs. Cotton were: Henrietta, wife 
of ex-Go\'ernor \Vilson; ~annie C, 
wife of Frank Woodman; Sallie (Mrs. 
Donnelly) ; and John and Harry, both 
der.eased. )'lrs. Cotton is deceased. 
In religiolls belief, Dr. Cotton belongs 
~o the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

HON. NATHAN BAY SCOTT. 

HOX. X.\TH.\X B.\ Y SCOTT, 
who has long been prominent as a ma~l 
of affairs. has hel(\ many oftices of 
tru~t an(1 (Ii,;;charge(l the (Iuties COI1-

nected therewith in a most creditable 
manner; at the present time he repre
sents the State of \Vest Virginia in the 
LJnited States Senate. He is promin
ent in the councils of the Republican 
party, and has made a brilliant record 
in every phase of his public life. 

),[r. Scott was born in Guernsey 
County, Ohio, December 18, 18.p, and 
at the age of II years began his busi
ness life as a clerk in a country store, 
meanwhile attending the public schools 
during the winter months. In 1862 
he enlisted for service in the Union 
.-\rmy, and served until mustered out 
in 1865. He then returned to Wheel
ing, a city he has since called home. 
Since 1871 he has been engaged in the 
manufacture of glass and has been 
.,ince 1883 at the head of the Central 
Glass Company, which under his vig
orous management became one of the 
largest of its kind in the country. He 
organized the first savings bank in the 
State; he was elected its president, and 
is still at the head of the institution, 
which is one of the most successful in 
\\'est Virginia. He has been an exten
si\'e tra\'eler at home and abroad, and 
is a keen obsen'er and a broadminded 

man. 
)'lr. Scott is a Republican and has 

always been acti"e in party affairs. In 
] 880 he was elected a member of the 
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Henry Hook was engaged in the 
shoe business, during his active life, 
and died ahout 20 years ago. His 
widow died in 1890, having given birth 
to se\'en children.-most of whom are 
residents of Wheeling. 

George Hook was seven years of 
~ge when he accompanied his parents 
to this country in 18.+8. As a boy he 
attended the German Lutheran and 
public schools: Later he attended a 
business college in \Vheeling. and was 
graduated in 1874. His first active 
hnsiness was as a carriage trimmer 
with the firm of Pfarr & Kanner, and 
a short time afterward, in 1867 or 
1868, he formed a partnership with 
Charles Schrader, and bought out the 
old firm. They continued in the busi
ness about 10 years, under the firm 
name of Hook & Schrader. During 
the year J 865, l\lr. Hook served in the 
sheriffs office under Thomas J. Camp
bell. and was then electecl assessor of 
the city district, and sen'ed t\\'o years. 
lIe was elected clerk of the County 
("purt (If Ohio County and sen'ed three 
term~. or a period of 18 years, his in
cnmbcncy terminating in 1896. He is 
a mcml,cr of the Board of Trade. In 
J ~x I. hc hecame secretary and treas
l1rer of the \\'est Yirginia Exposition 
& ~tatc Fair Association. an(1 has ac
ceptahly tilled that office since. it~ du-

tics requmng much of his time 
throughout the year, particularly in the 
fall months. 

Mr. Hook was united in marriage 
with Sophia A. Lutz, a daughter of Se
bastian Lutz, and they have a daugh
ter, Clara. He is a Democrat in poli
tics, and in religious attachments a 
member of the German Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. He resides in the 
Seventh \Vard on the Island. 

HON. ARNOLD C. SCHERR. 

1I0~. AR~OLD C. SCHERR, 
State .\tHlitnr of \Yest Virginia, was 
born in Zurich. Switzerland .. \ugust 
2 I, I8-\R. He accompanied his par
ents to .\merica when quite young, in 
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18y>, and they located in Preston 
County, Virginia, now \\'est Virginia, 
where he was educated in the common 
schools and subsequently took a busi
ness college course. 

~f r. Scherr entered into business 
life as a merchant at ~lays\'ilIe, \Vest 
Virginia. In 1&)3 he became inter
ested in the wool manufacturing busi
ness and established what are now 
known as the Keyser \Voolen Mills, 
at Keyser, Mineral County, \Vest Vir
ginia. 

As an active member of the Repuh
lit-an party, ~[r_ Scherr has been prom
inent in all the movements in his coun
ty and State, and has most capably 
filled a number of political positions. 
In Ig70 he was elected sheriff of Grant 
(onnty, \Vest Yirginia. in 1872 was 
re·e1ected and in 1880 was again made 
sheriff for a term of four years. In 
J g79 he was a member -of the 'Vest 
Virginia House of Delegates. For a 
period of 12 years he was a member of 
the Republican State Committee. and 
in 1884 was sent as a delegate to the 
Repuhlican K ational COI1\·ention. 
Gm'ernor ''''hite has about him men 
who are noted for their executive abil
ity and high personal character. and 
none more entirely satisfy hoth the ad
ministration and the puhlic than does 
Hon .. \rnold C. Scherr in the respon-

sible posItIOn of State Auditor. to 
which he was elected 111 1900 for a 
term of four years. 

DAVID 8. COLLINS. 

DAVID S. COLLIXS. president 
of the Collins Lumber Company of 
Charleston. Kanawha County. \Vest 
\'irginia, and one of the prominent 
hll~il~ess men of the State. was born 
October 31. 1850. at Hopkinton, Xew 
ITampshire. and is a son of Dr. David 
0, and Achsah (:'.Ioore) Collins. 

Dr. Da\'id O. Collins was for many 
years a prominent physician at Hop
kinton. He was born in England and 
came to America in boyhood. H~ 

graduated in medicine in X e\\' Eng
land. and gained eminence in the pro-

Digitized by Google 







~~---.--------------~~--~ 





43 2 :MEN OF 'VEST VIRGINIA 

a past master of \\'heeling Lodge. No. 
5, A. F. & A. M. He has a well-estab
lished practice and a host of friends in 
and out of the profession and in all 
portions of the State. 

IRA J. RHODES. 

IR.\ J. RHODES. the efficient 
cashier of the ~IcDo\\"ell County Bank. 
at \\ elch. West Virginia. is one of the 
to\\"I1'S nlt1ch esteemed citizens. He 
was horn in ] R7]. in Rockingham 
County. Virginia. and is a son of Jacob 
5. and Katherine (Beery) Rhodes. both 
of whom are of Dutch extraction. The 
father was a farmer of Rockingham 
Cotlnty. Both he and his wi fe he
ICln!.!"e(1 to the (;l'f111an Baptist Church. 

:\Ir. l{h .. (1c~ was eduClted in the 

common schools and after completing 
the prescribed course of instruction ac
cepted a clerical position- in a store. in 
1896 entering The Bank of Bramwell, 
Bramwell. \Vest Virginia, as book
keeper. He remained in that capacity 
for four years. In July, 1900, the :\Ic
Dowell County Bank was organized. at 
Welch, and since that time he has filled 
the responsible position of cashier of 
the institution. As a financier he is 
highly valued and his accommodating 
spirit has won him many business 
friends. 

In 1900 Mr. Rhodes married Janie 
Gibboney. who is a daughter of James 
M. and Lucy Gibboney. of \\'ythe\'ille, 
Virginia. They ha\'e one daughter.
Elizabeth. l\Irs. Rhodes belongs to the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. ~lr. 

Rhodes is a Knight Templar and 
Shriner. In politics he \'otes independ
ently. 

J,\MES BR.-\DLEY. the only un
dertaker located at New Cumberland, 
Hancock County, \\'est Virginia, at the 
present time. has also served in the ca
pacity of justice of the peace for a pe
riod of six years. He is a man of high 
standing in the community. where he 
has a host of friends. 

:\T r. Bradley was born in Bea\'er 
COl1l1ty. Pe11nsylvania. April 23. 1R-I-3. 
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injury, as most of the members of his 
company were wounded at one time or 
another. He was mustered out at 

Clarksburg. July 12. 1865. and dis
charged at \Vheeling about IO days 
later. He then returned to private life 
and for a time engaged in contracting 

a!' a carpenter. In 1872 he first en
gagell in the undertaking business and 
this has been his "ocation since that 
time. He gained the confidence of the 
people to a marked degree, and although 
he has had numerous competitors they 
did 110t remain in X ew Cumberland 
long. H is son is now in partnership 
with him. He has been justice of the 
peace for six years. anll was postmaster 
under President Harrison. bringing the 
otiice up to its present grade. He is a 
H.epuhlican. 

111 I 8()~. :\1 r. Bradley marriell J en
nie Thayer, a daughter of \Villiam 
Thayer. who died when she was small, 
and thereafter she li\"ed with an uncle 
Xathan Thayer. They ha\"c the follow
ill~ childrell: :\Iary. wife of H. C. 

Ste\\ art. of ~ cw Cumherland; Xora. 
wifl' of (;""rge \\'. ~eal; Xeltie. wido\\' 

(If J"hn l'. Fi"l1er. who died in H)02; 

Fn>d. \\ho is in partner..;hip with his 
f;·tl1er: Carrie. \\ iie of E. .\. Hart. an 
att, ,rney-at -Ia \\" of :\ ew <. 'llmherland ; 

:\I;tl,el. who died in Decemher. 1897, at 
the ag-e (,f J i years; and Oli,-e who is 

living at home. :\lr. Bradley is a mem
ber of W. A. Atkinson Post. Xo. 18, 
G. A. R. Religiously, he is a member 
of the 1\1. P. Church. 

HOWARD SCOTT SMITH. 

HOWARD SCOTT S~llTH. one 
of the leading business citizens of 
Clarksburg. Harrison County. \Vest 
\'irginia. identified with the coal. tim
her and real estate interests of that sec
tion. was born at Burlington, Iowa, 
May 24. I8(>i. lIe is a son of James 
and Ellcn (K itzmiller) Smith. the 
fortner of whnm was born in Harrison 
COUllty. \' irginia. nnw \ \' est VirgiI'ia, 

awl until his death. in 1889. at the age 
of 65 years. eng-ag-ed in farming and 
stockrai,;ing in this Stat<.'. The mother 
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of our suhject was horn at Stony Riv
er Bridge. ~Jineral County. Virginia, 
now ""est Virginia. and she still sur·, 
vives. h::n-ing age of 74 
years. She h istent mem-
ber qf the n for a long 
period. Six children are 
still living. 

Hou'anl Scott Smith was mainly 
ellttcated at Lehanon. Ohio. He left 
school to take charge of the Clarks
burg XC',\'S. which he ably edited for 
two years. H ed in the in-
terests of a , lber firm of 
Pittsburg. Pel some time. 
He is nuw nterested in 
coal. lumber and real estate in \ Vest Vir
ginia. In I~)02 he organized. in Clarks
burg. the \\"ahash Coal & Coke Compa
ny, wich is capitalized at $200.000. for 
the puropse of I manu factnr-
ing coal. coke roducts, In 
religious faitl is a Baptist. 
and in politic, He is one 
of the prog wide-awake 
young men of his section. with large 
business interests allli the capacity to 
manage them. 

\\'ILLI,\. 

the r.ank of S 
\\" est \' irginia 

-:,. cashier of 

tzel County. i 

ne 22. IRiS. 

IA 

at Broad Run. Fauquier County. Vir
ginia, and is a son of HOIl. \\"illiam H. 
and Sue (Smith) Lewis. both of whom 

of that coun 
\"is family is 
e grandparen 
"iIIiam Lewis 

\\ to \\ cl1> a _ liss :\loorhe:H . \\ ere 113. 1\ es 

of \'irginia. On the maternal side. the 
ancestry is also of the Old Dominion. 
the Smith family long helonging to 
Virginia's first families. 

illiam H. Le 
mem ber 0 f 

from FatHlui 
farmer of 

During the progress of the Civil \\'ar, 
he sen'ed as a memher of the famous 
Black Horse Ca,'alry and was one of 
General Lee's special scouts, lIe par-
t t I' many of the I I' f tl 

ing with Bu 
onment and 
ident to expo 
tt sun'i,'ed th 

the ~ge of 65 years still takes a leading 
part in public affairs in his State. The 
mother of our suhject is a daughter of 
\\' iIIiam . \. Smith and his wi fe. who 

Glas~cock. a 
\\'illiam Sm 
the noted \ \ 
(;( n·ertH)r 
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:Mrs. Lewis was one of her parents' 

seven children; several of her brothers 

served in the Confederate Army and 

met death in the service. 

Our subject is the second member 

oi the family born to his parents, viz. : 

H. :\1.; of Charlottesville, Virginia; 

William A.; Richard, who is living on 

the homestead; Thomas, who died in 

infancy; and Fanny M., who is living 

at home. Mr. Lewis was reared in 

Fauquier County and was educated at 

the Bethel ~lilitary Academy. at Bethel, 

Virginia, where he was graduated at 

the age of 18 years. For three years 

he then was engaged in a mercantile 

business at Charlottesville, Virginia, 

and in the same line located in \ \' est 

Virginia. After a period as clerk in 

the First Xational Bank at :\1anning

ton. in 1&)7. he became associated as 

cashier with the Bank of Smithfield. a 

position which he has most capably 

filled ever since. This is one of the 

sound financial institutions of the coun

ty and ~I r. Lewis' conservative and 

careful course as cashier meets with 

general approhation. 

On September 20. I()OO. he married 

:\Iae R.()hil1~lIl1. daughter of John RoiJ- ! 

ill~(lll. oi ~11Iithtidd. Fraternally he is ! 

Cllllllcctcd with :\Iannington Lodge. 

Yo . .3 I •. \. F. & .-\. ~t., and \,"hite 

Lily L(ltlg-e. ;-':".1)4. Knights (If Pvth-

ias, of Smithfield. Religiously, he be

longs to the Protestant Episcopal 

Church. 

HON. M . .... SHAWKEY. 

HO~. M. P . SI-I:\ WKEY. one of 

the he£t known educators in \\' est Vir

ginia. for six years chief clerk in the de

partment of schools. and an author of 

a number of vahwhle textbooks. was 

horn at Sigel. Jefferson County. Penn

syh·ania. February 17. IW,R He is a 

son of George an(1 :\nnie Elizaheth 

(\\'ithersJ>()()n) Shawkey. who were 

pioneers in \ \ ' estern Pennsyl vania, 

The father of :\Ir. Shawkey was 

horn near Bremen. (~ert1lany. an(1 mi-
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largest shippers in that section of the 
State. :\lr. and Mrs. Shawkey reside 
in their pleasant home on Upper Vir
ginia street, Charleston. o\·erlooking 
the Great Kanawha River. 

Religiously, ~Ir. Shawkey is con
nected with the ~\'lethodist Church. 
Fraternally, he belongs to the college 
society, Phi Delta Theta. Mr. Shaw
key has great confidence in the future 
of \Vest Virginia and is a zealous work
er for the best interests of the State. 

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON HOLSWAOE. 

WILLIA:\l HEXRY H.\RRI
SOX HOLS'\":\DE. a prominent and 
representati"e business citizen of Hunt
ington, ,,'est Yirginia. was horn in 
Lewis County. Yirginia. now ,,'est 
Yirginia. Fehruary II), IR47, and is a 

son of Christian Frederick and ~lartha 
(Alkire) Holswade. 

Christian Frederick Holswade was 
born August 4, 1819, in 'Vestphalia. 
Prussia, and died at his home near 
Spencer, Roane County, 'Vest Virginia, 
in 1876. He came to the Cnited States 
in 18.35, and in 1846 was married to 
:\fartha Alkire, daughter of Nicholas 
:\lkire, one of the most prominent citi
zens of Lewis County, Virginia, now 
\\" est Virginia. Their children were: 
William Henry Harrison, Joseph Al
kire, George Washington and John 
::\larcellus. 

The subject of this sketch was edu
cated in the common schools and at 
:\larshall College State Konnal School, 
and subsequently taught school in 
Roane and Kanawha counties. He re
moved to Huntington in l\Jarch. 1873, 
and for the following two years assist
ed :\1. H. Brooks in the post office. He 
then engaged in the book and news busi
ness with Herman Jenkins as partner . 
. \ fterwards he embarked in a furniture 
or house furnishing business to which 
he h;>_s e\"er since de\'oted his time and 
energies. and modestly admits a remark
ahle (legree of success. 

In Septemher. 1875. Mr. Holswade 
was married to Georgie Ella Gallagher, 
eldest daughter of James and :\Iary Gal
lagher of Huntington. and one son 
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was born to this union on April 6, 1878, His beautiful and commodious 
and bears the name of James Frederick. home, tastefully furnished and liberally 
Mr. Holswacle. wife and son are all supplied with choice books, as well as 
members of the First Presbyterian his magnificent store and its appoint
Church of Huntington and are among ments attest his superior taste and liber
its most liberal supporters and acti ve a1 intellectual endowments. 
workers. 

Mr. Holswade is prominently con
nected with several fraternal societies. 
among which are the ~{asons. Odd Fel
lows, Knights of Honor and ~ational 
Lnion. In the Masonic bodies he has 
been recognized as worthy of great re
sponsihility, has served in many official 
position, and is past master of Hunt
ington Lodge, No. 5 I, A. F. & A. ~1.; 
past commander of Huntington Com
mandery, NO.9, K. T.; past gran(1 
commander of the Grand Commandery. 
Knights Templar, of West Virginia; 
and is a life memher of the Grand En
campment. Knights Templar, of the 
United States. 

. -\Ithough one of the busiest of busi
ness men, Mr. Holswade has always 
taken a lively interest in the affairs of 
Huntington and has 1110st efficiently 
filled many positions of confidence and 
tntst conferred upon him by his fellow 
citizens in such organizations as the 
Chamber of Commerce, ~[erchants As
sociation and Board of Education, of 
which latter body he is at present the 
honored president. 

EDGAR T. SPRINKLE • 

EDGAR T. SPRI~KLE, sheriff 
of ~IcDowell County, \Vest Virginia, 
and a weII known resident of \ Velch, 
was born in Smyth County. Virginia, 
in 1868. He is a son of William H. 
and BeIJ (Richardson) Sprinkle. 

William H. Sprinkle was born in 
I8.p, and is a prominent farmer of 
Smyth County. Virginia. He sen-ed 
alI through the Civil War, in the Con-
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federate Army. In politics :\lr. Sprinkle 
is a Republican. He is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
South. The mother of Sheriff Sprinkle 
was also born in Smyth County. and 
died in 188,5, at the age of 47 years. 
She was a consistent member of the 
~Iethodist Episcopal Church, South. 
A family of six children was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sprinkle. 

Edgar T. Sprinkle obtained his edu
cation in the common schools of Smyth 
County and then went into the service 
of the Xorfolk & Western Railway 
Company in 1888 as telegraph operator 
and station agent. Since 1&)1 he has 
been a resident of McDowell County. 
He resided in Vivian township seven 
years and has been a resident of \Velch 
one year. In November, 1900, he was 
elected to the office of sheriff of Mc
Dowell County. In this difficult posi
tion ~lr. Sprinkle has given excellent 
satisfaction. carrying out the intent of 
the law without fear or favor. 

In I&)6 Sheriff Sprinkle was mar
ried to Ollie ~eff. who was horn in 
Smyth County. Virginia, and is a 
daughter of James P. and Fannie Xeff. 
They ha\'e one daughter. Vivian. ~Irs. 

Sprinkle is a member of the Lutheran 
Church. In politics Sheriff Sprinkle is 
a Republican and an influential member 
of his party. 

HON . A. E. KENNEY. 

HON. A. E. KE~NEY, member of 
the West Virginia House of Delegates. 
from Grantsville, Calhoun County. and 
one of the ablest attorneys of that sec
tion of the State. was born October 5, 
1867, and is a son of M. and Mary E. 
Kenney, both of whom are of Irish ex
traction, although born near ~lcCon
ne\sville, Ohio. The father of :\1r. 
Kenney was engaged in a mercantile 
business and was also interested in the 
development of oil properties. 

The educational ad\'antages enjoyeu 
by our subject were of an excellent 
character. After completing the course 
at Burning Springs High School in 
\Virt County. West Virginia, he began 
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the study of the law, inheriting a 
natural ability for this profession from 
a long line of Irish ancestors. After 
practicing for a time ~t Grants\'iIIe, in 
1893 he went to Georgetown Cniver
sity, Washington, D. C, where he 
graduated in 1895, with the degree of 
LL. :\J. He located at Grants\'iIIe, and 
immediately entered actively into poli
tics. His ability was soon recognizecl 
and in 1&)6 he was elected to the House 
of Delegates and has been honored by 

re-elections in 1<)00 and 1902. In IB97 
he was made a member of the Con-
stitut ional C oml1lission. On the floor 
of the House of Delegates he has shown 
so much political acumen and organiz
ing ability, that he earned for himself 
the honor of being elected by his party 
in caucus as leader of the steering 
committee and was the nominee of the 
minority for Speaker of the Honse. 
Although helonging to the minority 
side of .the House, his political tactics 
were of such a nature as to secure the 
passage of a number of important 
measures, in which a large proportion 
of his constituents were interested. His 

ful career in the same field. Mr. 
Kenney is one of the leading Demo
crats of Calhoun County. Aside from 
his political work he has found time 
for ',arious literary efforts, and "Ken
ney's Geography of West Virginia" is 
a favorite textbook. 

:\1 r. Kenney in addition to his law 
practice has gh'en considerable time to 
org~nizing se\'eral oil and gas com
panies that have developed territory ill 
Calhoun and Gilmer Counties. 

long occupancy of this honorable po· REV. JOHN FRANK BAXTER. 

sition has enable :\Ir. Kenney to be-
come thoroughly acquainted with the REV. JOH~ FR:\~K B.\XTER, 
political situation in West Virginia and son of Jacob and Saraphina (Shan
his abilities are stich that it seems safe non) naxter, was born in \\'ashington 
to predict for him a continued succe~s- County, Tennessee, in 1866. 

8 
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evidence. His pastorate has been one 
of more than ordinary duration ami 
has been attended with success. 

~Iountain State Business College. at 
Parkersburg. and entered upon an ac
ti\'e career while quite young. He be-
gan by huying and selling timber at the 
age of 22 years and has heen IOClted at 
I lt11ltington since I H<J-l. He organized 
the P,ig ',"oo(ls Lumher Company. and 
the Big ,,'oods, Lombard & Re:l River 
Railroad C()!1lpany, opf'rating in Ken
tucky. and is vice-president of and a 
director of the same: the company con
trols over 6.000 acres of heavily tim
bered land amI some 13 miles of well 
equipped narrow-gauge railroad. This 
property is located near the center of 
the Kentucky oil fields and the land is 
also underlaid with coal. He is abo 
extensi\'ely interested in about 232.000 

acres of coal and timber lands, and is 
J. WALTER HAMBRICK. pushing developing work. He is also 

J. W.\LTER II:\~IBRICK. one pres:dent of the Crown Coal & Lumher 
of the most acti\'e pro:lloters and stir
ring ) oung business men of I I unting
ton, \Vest Virginia. was born in ~lasot; 

County, ',"est Virginia. :\pril 3. IR78. 
He ;s the presi(lent of the Crown Coal 

& Lumber Company and the owner ami 
manager of an immense plant at Cen
tral City engaged in tIle manufacture 
of nail kegs and O\'al wood dishes. he· 
sides being hoth acth'ely and financially 
interested in a number of other suc
cessf ul enterprises. 

~I r. H amhrick was e:lucated at the 

Company, hut for some time past he 
has heen giving particular attention to 
the management and impro\·cment. hy 

the introduction of up-to-date machin
ery. (If his plant at Central City where 
he manu factures nail kegs and o\'al 
wood dishes. ~ T r. lIambrick has in 
addition to his Central City plant a 
thoroughly equipped saw and planing 
mill which enablcs him to pr()(luce his 
own material for huilding his houses 
amI hoxes for his OWI1 purpose. He al
so has fur a supply of raw material over 
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Elson Crawford had only the elluca
tional a(h'antages to be had in attend
ance upon the common schools. with 
two terms of select school. hut his nat
ural inclinations along mechanical and 

engineering lines ha \'e heen used with 
fair success. for he has gi ven his em

ployers entire satisfaction along those 
lines, In 1 R9 1 he remO\'ed to H unting
ton. anll in September of that ye:tr ac
cepte(1 a position in the repair depart

ment of the II untington Electric Light 
& Street Railway Company's car barn, 
al1(1 in 1 R95 was made master mechanic. 
which position he held until .\pri! 16. 
H)OO. when he resigned and entered the 

field of ci"il engineering. a genera! 
practice of which he has since enjoyed, 

In ::\ovemher. 1900. he was elected to 
the office of county sUr\'eyor, and in 

~Iay. 1901. was made city engineer. 
"'ithout the advantages of resident 
college training. JI r. Crawford cre:1its 
the greater portion of his success to the 
thorough presentation of the theory of 
engineering by the International Cor
respondence Schools of Scranton, 

Pennsylvania. in which he has been a 

student since 1 g93. 
Jlr. Crawford married a Miss Yates 

oi Lawrence County. Ohio. and they 
have a family of six sons, namely: 

Herschel. Fre(leric L.. Charles Hobart. 
Rohert E ,'an, James JJ yron and John 

Perry. His residence is at Xo. 520 7th 
street. In politics, :\lr. Crawford is a 
I\.epublican. He was at one time a 
member of Gen. Jli1roy Camp. Sons of 

Veterans. his right coming through his 
father, who was a member of Company 

E. 5th keg .. \\'est Virginia Vol. Inf., 

for three "elrs and three months in the 
War of the Rehellion. hut that is the 
only secret society with which he has 
ewr been connecte(l. 

E. A. HILL. M. 0, 

E. :\. HILL. :\1. D .. a prominent 
physician and surgeon of Salem. Har
rison County. \"est Virginia. was born 
September .s. IRon. near the headwaters 
of :\1cKim Creek. Tyler County. "'cst 
Virginia. and is a Slll1 of Ira and ~le\-
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on January 16. 1892, in favor of Anton 

Reymann. the present incumbent. 

:\Tr. DuBois was married January 

;q. 1857. tu Ellen Zane .\rmstrong. a 

native of Wheeling. and daughter of the 

late Francis Rawdon Armstrong. who 

immigraterl with his parents from I re

bnd to Yirginia when a lad. Our sub

ject and his wife had two daughters, 

one of whom is now li\'ing, :\Iary P., 

wi fe of J. J. H ollo",a y, a well known, 

enterprising citizen of \ \'heeling. :\1 r. 

DuBois has made his home in Leather
wood fur many years. ha \'ing com

menced to imprO\'e it in I R()R It is 

\'ery beautiful and attractive. :\Iuch of 

the shrubbery and all of the trees were 

plante(1 by his own hand. It is a charm

ing place and one of the most attacti \'e 

homes in that suhurhan village. His 

wi fe died July 24, 1894. 

:\ T r. Du Bois has heen connected 

with many puhlic enterprises outside 

of his regular husiness as an iron and 

sted manufacturer. .\t present he is a 

director of the "'heeling Steel & I ron 
Company. \ \'heeling an(1 Elm (;ro\,e 

Railroad Company and Franklin I n

Sllrance Company. Ill' was a mem

her of the City Council for a 

tiJI~e. He has heen a :\Iason for 

the past 4X years. and has heen a 
memher of the vestry of St. :\Iatthew's 

Protestant Fpiscopal Church 3 I years. 

being at present senior warden. He is 

well known as a man of honor and in

tegrity. 

ARMOR STEWART COOPER, 

:\IUTOR STE\\',\RT COOPER. 

a prominent citizen of X ew Cumber

land. 1-1 ancock County, \ \' est \'irginia, 

has sen'e(1 in the capacity of county 

clerk since I X~6 in such a manner as 
to gain the apprO\'al of his fellow citi

zens. He was born at Port Homer, 

Jefferson County, Ohio. February 6, 
I R()6. and is a son of Ephraim \ \'. alHl 

Harriet S. (Stewart) Cooper. and 
grandson of ,\Ie:..:ander an(1 Elizaheth 

(\'antilhurg) Cooper. 
Alexander Cpo per . who was a 

nati\'e of "'ashington County. Penn
syh'ania. migrate(1 in early life to Jeffer-
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E. R. B. MARTIN. 

E. R. B. ~L\RTI~, a prominent 
memhcr of the Pleasants County bar, 
residing at St. ~Iarys. was born August 

II, 1l-\7-l. near ~Iiddlehourne, Tyler 
County. \\'est Virginia, and is a son of 
Rohert B. F. and Laur~ (Engle) ~Iar
tin, the iormer of whol11 was a son of 
Reuben and X ancy (Courtney) ~Iartin, 
the latter of whom was of Scotch-Irish 

descent. and was horn on the passage 
from J reland to New York. 

The maternal grandfather of our 
subject was Christian Engle, whose 
ancestors came from Saxony. Chris
tian Engle was born in Greene County, 
Pennsyh'ania, in 1817, and came to 

what is now \Vest Virginia in 1837, by 
way of the ~lonongahela and Ohio 
rivers. stopping first at Sisters\'ille, and 

then proceeding to Middlebourne. 
where he still resides at the age of 8.~ 
years. Christian Engle is perhaps more 
widely known as an old pioneer and 
useful citizen than any other \Vest Vir
g!111an. For 42 years he sen-ed con
tinuously as Circuit Court clerk of Ty
ler COllnty and was the first deputy 
clerk of the combine·l Circuit and 
County courts before the separation. 
and went out of office in 1897. This is 
the most remarkable public record in 
the State. He was noted for his nnr· 
"elous memory,-of people, papers, 
ennts, and it has been said that he wa" 
better posted in common law practicl' 
than most of the lawyers, who fre
quently consulted him. It was under 
this very capable man that the suhject 
of this sketch gained his most valuable 
kno\\'ledg-e of the COm'110n law, which 
led him into the study of the law ane! 
e\'entllally to his admission to the bar. 
The wife of Christian Engle, Amy 
Hartley, was of English, Irish and Ger
man extraction, and was born in Greene 
COllnty, Penllsyh'ania. in 1818, and 
died in 1898, The Engles and Hart
leys came together to \Vest Virginia. 
The Courtneys settled in Monongalia 
County, Virginia, now \Vest Virginia. 
The ~Iartins were of German descent 
and natives of \Vest Virginia. 

Robert B. F. Martin was one of 
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lifelong Republican. this being a family 
trait. and he has devoted much study 
to the fundamental principles of this 
party and is a man thoroughly informed 
on all affair5 pertaining to State and 
national as well as civic matters. 

On February 6. 1900, )'fr. Martin 
was married to Jessie E. Stealey, 
daug-hter of L. L. amI :\lary H. (Bill
ingsley) Stealey, of Tyler County. 
They ha\'e one son. Bruce, born July 
q. J 902. Their heauti fnl home is situ
ate(1 Oil the Ohio River, in St. :\Iarys. 

OENIUS PAYNE. 

GE~lUS PA Y:\E, president of 
the Salem Hank, at Salem, Harrison 
County. \Vest Virginia, and one of the 
large land owners and oil producers of 

that county, was born November 25, 
1844, on the \Vest Fork River, three 
miles from Clarksburg, Harrison 
County, Virginia, now West Virginia. 
He is a son of Thomas T. and Henri
etta (Smith) Payne, the former of 
whom was born April 8, 1814, in 
Fall<]uier County, Virginia, being a son 
of Tnrner and Lucy (Payne) Payne. 

The Paynes are old residents of 
Virginia, the fanlily having been estab
lished there at an early day by four 
brothers from England. It has been an 

I 
agricnltural family. 

Turner Payne was a son of Thomas 

Payne. who dIed 111 Vlrgt111a. Turner 
Payne and his family remo\'ed to \ Yest-
ern Virginia about 1840, remaining for 
a time in Taylor County and then set
tleel in Harrison County on the Judge 
Lee place, on the \Vest Fork River, 
now known as the Gore farm. Turner 
Payne amI Lucy Payne had four chil
dren, namely: Francis B., who spent 

I his life in Harrison County; Susan, 
who ne,'er married; Thomas T., who 

died August 19, 1899; and Sarah,-all 
are now deceased. The grandfather of 
our subject died in 1862, aged 82 years, 
his wife having died in 1850. 

Thomas T. Payne, the father of 
Genius Payne, lind to the age of 85 
years. He was twice married. The 
mother of Genius Payne died in 1834, 
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a member of the Baptist Church, and 
:\Irs. Payne a member of the :\lethodist 
Episcopal Church. 

WILLIAM COLUMBUS QUITMEN WILSON, M. D. 

WILLLUI COLV:\IBCS QCIT
:\IE~; \YlLSOX, :\L D., a successful 
practitioner of medicine and surgery at 
)'Iannington, :'.farion County, \Vest 
Virginia, was born in 18.+9, at Ca
tawba, ~\Iarion County, Virginia, now 
\\'est Virginia, and is a son of Will
iam and Ann Eliza (Devault) Wilson. 

William Wilson was born in Ma
rion County and died at the age of 28 
years, the same year our subject was 
born. He "'as both a teacher and a 
ianner. In politics he was a \Vhig. 
The mother of Dr. \Vilson "'as also 

4 

born in l\larion Connty and her death 
ncct:rred three 1110nths after that of her 
husband. She was a de\'out member 
of the ~Iethotlist Church. 

Our subject was his parents' only 
child and was left an orphan in infancy, 
lie was educated in the C0111mon 
schoob atl(llater attended :\[organtown 
Fniversity and subsequently taught 
school. He read medicine with Dr. J. 
:\1. Lazell, of Fainnount, and in Ig6!) 
entered Starling :\le(lical Cullege at 
Columbus, Ohio, where he was grad
uated in Ig72. From 1872 to July, 
18g7, he practiced his profession at 
Xe\\" Freeport, Pennsyh'ania, and then 
settled at :\[annington, :'.farion County, 
\Vest Virginia, where he has been suc
cessfully engaged ever since. During 
his residence in Pennsylvania he was 
president of the medical society of his 
connty and he has been identified with 
hoth county and State societies as well 
as the . \merican :'.Iedical Association 
since he has been located in \\. est Vir
gll11a. For 10 years he has been a 
member of the board of pension ex
aminers, under the administrations of 
Presidents Harrison, :'.lcKinley and 
Roosevelt. Dr. \\'ilson was a charter 
member of the Exchange Bank of :'.lan
nington, one of the sOllnd financial in
stitutions of the county, has been one 
of the directors since the bank's organ-
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ization and is held in high esteem, both 

personally and professionally. 

111 1874 Dr. \\'ilson was married 

to Lucy E. Owen. who was born in 

New Freeport. I'ennsyh'ania, and died 

in I s~) at the age of 40 years. She 

was a daughter of I. X. Owen. then a 

resi,Ient of Pennsylvania. The five 

children born to this union were: 

Charles J.; :\lal:e! H ., deceasc:!; .\r1a 

n.. deccased; (;race :\1. and .\nnie E. 
In I~)8 Dr. \\'ilson was marrie(l to 

;\rIa Owen. a sister of his first wife. 

The family helong to the Baptist 

Church. Fraternally the Doctor is a 

Mason. 

T. E. A, 11 .. ", ",,,H, 

T. E, ,\, RE:\:\ER. a rl'tirccl Illl'r

chant IIi 1 :uffalo. Putnam C, '\1I1ty. 

\\'l"l \'irg'inia. W:\5 hllm ,\pril 2i. 
1)-:2('. in lite Crane! Duchy. Sa:o.:c-\\"ie-

mar, ne;}r J ena, in the historic locality 

where the Emperor Napoleon defeated 

the l'rttssian Army, His parents were 

.1'. and :\Iagdalene (Miller) Renner, 

the former of whom was a professor in 

the Cni\'ersity of lena, continuing his 

lectures there, making a specialty of 

comparati"e anatomy and veterinary 
-; urge ry , until his death at the age of 

82 years. The mother died aged 74 
years. 

:\lr. Re:1I1er, of this sketch, is one 
r)f a family of nine children, five of 

whom still 5\1 \"\'i,'e, namely: Edward, 

who li,'cs near l'arkershurg; August, 

who li,'es in Xc\\' York; Ernest, who 

resides in Germany ncar the old home; 

Elin, who is marriCil a11<lli\'es at lena; 

lIld T. E. :\., the suhject of this sketch. 

:\1 r. Renner was well educate:1 in 

:Jis nati \c country and secure:1 an ex
cJlent p()~ition ~,s clerk in a C;lurt • 

. \'hich he held until 1854. when at the 
!l,'e of ..!~ years. he came to :\merica. 
, 1 is cOl1ling was in the nature of a 

',isit to rdatiH's atHI friends near Park
ershurg. I Ie engage(1 in farm \\'nrk 

with his fril'llds and there 111et a :\Ir. 

Sta rk. w hI) was an c:o.:tensi \'c piano 111al1-

uiactt!rer at Pittsburg. Throt1gh the 
I htter'~ lilt fIlCitlctioll. he formed a part

lll'rship in 1 ~:i:i. with Dr. C. :\1. Pitrat. 
I.i ntlftah I. in a general store (after 
\\·c .rklllg' in the :\Ierchant mill f()r a 
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time). They starte:l their business 

it1~t south of where the mill now stands 
ancl the business was conducte(1 under 

the firm name of C. :\1. Pitrat. ~lr. 

Renner withdrew from this partner

ship in 1879 and engaged in a similar 

line of business at Re:l House as man
ager for J. F. Paston, remaining there 

h"e years. He then eagagerl in busi
ness for himself at Pliny, \\"est Yir

ginia. and remaine<l there five ye:.rs, 

<luring which time he hecame affiicte(1 

with rheumatism. This C3use(1 him to 

sell his husiness and retire from ac

tivity. He has not engaged in any l>:1r

ticular Imsiness sillce I X<)5. 
In I X39 ~l r. Renner was united in 

marriage to Caroline Stark. who was 
horn in Hanau, Germany, an(1 was edu

cated at Pittshurg. hut who then re- I 

side(1 at Buffalo, where she was a popu

lar school teacher. To them were horn 

fi"e children, of whom the three sun-iv

ors are: F. J. C .. a merchant at Bu f

falo: Li<la S., wife of J. E. Frazier at 

I:uffalu: and Emil F .. of Buffalo. :\1 rs. 
Renner died ~Iarch I I, IXX(l. :\Ir. 
){e:1I1er has heen a prominent man in 

his locality an(1 has sen'edl:oth as town 

rl'conlcr ami as councilman. lie had 

heen fllr 12 ye:lrs postmaster at Buf

falo when he resig-ne;\ in 1X7<). In the 

following year he heClll1e postmaster 
at [{e(i I louse and so continued until 

1885. He also served as postmaster 

at Pliny and Frazier's Bottom, \\' est 
\irginia,-three yelrs at the former 

place and one ye:tr at the latter. In 
pl)litic'> he is a RepubliC1n. In relig

i011s helief. he was re'lre:! in the Luth

eran faith. 

OKEY JOrtNSON CHAMBE.l.3. 

OKEY JOH:\SO:\ CI LUI HERS, 
an ahle memher of the Roane Coullty 

bar. residing at Spencer, was horn July 
10. IX70, at \\"alnut Grm'e, Ro:me 

Cot:nty. \\"est Virg-inia, and is a SOI1 

of L. D. Chamhers. o:le of the pioneers 

of that county. 
:\1 r. Chamhers wor~;ed on the home 

hrm and recei\"e(1 only the educational 
a(l\"antages offere(1 by the local com

mon schools. He was a "ery faithful 
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Mr. :md .. \lrs. Jacobs have an attractive 
home and a pleasant social circle in 

Charleston. The tl\'e children born to 
them are; Frances St. Leger, who 
married Fre(1 Babcock, a prominent 
lumber merchant of Pittsburg, Penn
sylvania. is a talented singer ancl as a 
teacher of vocal music has a wide repu
tation; Charles L. is 3. graduate of the 
'Vest Virginia l·niversity at :\;Iorgan
to\\'I1; Leslie is decelsed; and Edith 

anel Francis are at home. Fraternally, 
!>orr. Jacohs is a ~lason. In politics he 
is an active Repuhlican but is no office 
::ceker. He is a liberal. puhlic spirited 

gmI<I. was born in 1862, at Cpland, 
Delaware County, Pennsylvania. He 
is a son of Charles and ~Iary (Gibson) 
Firth. 

Charles Firth is a nath'e of York
shire, England. He came to America 
in 1854 and settled at Cpland, Dela
ware County, Pennsylvania, where he 
eagaged in his trade of \ ... eaver. He 
belongs to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. The mother of our subject 
was horn in Queenstown, Ireland, and 

dieel ill 1893, at the age of 56 ye:us. 
She was a consistent member of the 
Baptist Church. These parents reared 

man amI a represe:ltati\'e citizen of a fallllly of four sons and one daughter. 
Charle~t()n. Ge(lrge Firth was educated in the 

GEORGE FIRTH. 

CEI)R(;E rIRTl1. ca.;hier of the 

('r""ier e .. al & C, ,ke Company, at Ell.;:

h .. rn. :\1c»'J\\cll CO\1llt~·. \\'est \,ir-

common schools at Chester and at Gil
bert's .\cademy. After finishing his 

education, he was employed for four 
months as clerk of the Republican State 
Central Committee of Pennsyh'ania 
and then was engaged as bookkeeper 
with the Crozier Iron Company. ~Ir. 

Firth n:mained with that company for 

15 y~ars. In IX<;R he went to Bristol. 

Tennessee. with the Virginia Iron & 
Coal Company. remaining a perio(1 of 

"j x months. for the purpose of selling 
pIg irun. Ile then returned tn the Cro
zier company and came to Elkhorn as 
ca~hicr fur the Crozier Coal & Coke 
Clmpany. a p()sition he fills with the 

greatcst eti;cicncy. 
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In 1899 ~[r. Firth was united in 
marriage with Erika Bjerkander, who 
was born ill Stockholm, Sweden. They 
ha\'e one child, Eric. 1\lrs. Firth is a 

mcmher of the Lutheran Church. In 
politics. :\Ir. Firth is an independent. 
Fraternally he belongs to the :\Iasons 
and the Elks. 

HON. E, H. MORTON, 

HO~. E. H. ~rORTO~. member 
of the \\"e~t \'irginia House of Dele
gate~ from \\' ehstcr Springs. \ Yebster 
County. \\' cst Virginia. was born in 
18(,6 on a farm in \\'ebster County. 
and is a son of George and Hannah C. 

::\lorton. the former of whom is en
gagcd in agricultural pursuits in \Yeh
stcr County. 

:Mr. 110rton was educated in the 
common schools of \ Vebster County 
and the LTni\"ersity of \Vest Virginia 

at :\lorgantown. where he was gradu

ated in law in 1891. 

In I ~89 he was elected county 
sl1perint,endcnt of schools for \Vehster 

County amI in 1892 was elected to the 
office of prosecuting attorney for said 
county, serving a term of four years. 

He was appointed assistant prosecut
ing attorney for l\icholas County in 
1897, which position he held for a term 
of four years. 

H is connection with politics has 
been since young manhood. He was 
electeel by the Democratic party to his 
present hOl1orahle position in 1902; his 
sen-ices during the past session have 
heen of IJenefit to his party and the 
country at large. llc has risen from 
the ranks in his profession. heing an 
entirely self-ma(le man. and has a large 
and lucrati,'c practice. He is attorney 

fl'r the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 
Company and various other corpora
tions ill his section of the State. Prior 
to his election to the Legislature. he 
was commissioner of school lal111s for 

\Yehster COllnty. 
} n 18<) I ~I r. ~l orton was married 

to )1ary :\kCray and has a family of 
five children. His heauti ful home at 

\\"el:ster Springs is a large estate where 
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a herd of fine deer is one of the attrac
tions. Fraternally l\lr. Morton IS a 
member of the Masonic bodies. 

HON. MORTIMER W, FRAME 

JlOX. )'lORTOIER \\'. FR,\~lE, 
XestlJr of the Clay County bar, sen'ed 
as prosecuting attorney of the county 
for a period of 16 years, and is classed 
;!IlJong" the foremost lawyers of the 
State of "'cst \'irginia. He was born 
un a fdr1l1 along the Kanawha River, 
ncar BlIlltown. ilraxton County, Vir
ginia. no\\" \\'est \'irginia. and is a son 
of .Tames and Elizaheth (Wilson) 
Frame. 

The lirst of our subject's paternal 
ancestors to locate in this country was 
lbnd Frame. who came from Ire
land and located in Yirginia prior to 

the I{e\'Olutionary \Yar. He sen'ed 
throughout the struggle for independ
ence, and lived near Huntersville, Po
cahontas County, where he died. His 
sons mo\'ed to Braxton County, among 
them James Frame, the grandfather of 
011r ~ubject. The latter was a farmer 
ami also followed the trade of a mill
wright throughout life. 

James Frame, the father of our 
subject, li,'ed at Frametown, Braxton 

County, from 1809 to the spring of 
J 8++. when he removed to what is no\\' 
Clay County, West Virginia, but which 
was then a part of Braxton County. 
This removal took place when the sub
ject oi this sketch was 18 months old. 

Cnder the law of Virginia, he was 
nominated for the position of justice 
of the peace by the County Court and 

recei\'ed his appointment from the gO\'
ernur. He sen'ed in this office for 18 

years in his new home. He practiced 
law in Clay County from the erection 
of the county in 1859 up to 1861, when 
the war between the States put an end, 
for the time being, to peaceful occu
pations. He and his three sons took 
the side of the South in that great con
flict, and all were disfranchised by the 
"test oath," until that impediment was 
remo\'ed in J 8i 2. As he was prevented 
from practicing his profession on ac
C0l111t of this. he abandoned his law 
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HON. JOHN R. DONEHOO. 

HCJ:'-!. JOHN R. DO:,\EHOO, 

who..;e prestige as an attorney-at-law is 
well knO\\"ll to the citizens of \Vest Vir
ginia. is a prominent resident of New 
Cumherland. Hancock County. He 
was born at Cross Creek, \Vashington 
County, Pennsylvania. September I, 

1~3~. and is a son of James and Eliza 
( Ramsey) Donehoo. 

James Donehoo was born in Ar
magh. T relan<l. in 1800. and was 
brought to this country by his parents, 
Daniel an() ~ancy (:\IcCune) Done
hoo. when he was an infant. His par
ents settled 111 Alleghany County, 
Pennsylvania. and the father followed 
farming until his death at the home of 
his son. James. about the year 1850. 
James Donehoo became a tailor by 

tradc and. being an intelligent and in
fluential man, was made a justice of 
the peace. an office he efficiently filled 
for more than 40 years, being at the 
time of his death, in 1873. one of the 
oldest justices in Pennsylvania. He 
had also served as county commissioner 

and was <1t one time a member of the 
State Legislature of Pennsyh·ania. He 
married Eliza Ramsey, who was born 
in \Vashington County, Pennsylvania, 
in 1809, and was a daughter of John 
and ~lartha (Shields) Ramsey, na
tives of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. 

John R. Donehoo, after completing 
his preliminary education at Cross 
Creek Academy, read law with C. \V. 
Russell at '''heeling, and was admitted 
to the bar in 1857. After practicing 
in IIancock County for a time he went 
to \\·heeling. and successfully followed 
his profession there for a number of 
years. Going thence to \Vashington, 
l'ennsyh'ania, he practiced for four 
years and in the meantime edited the 
II 'aslzillgtoll Exam iller. He published 
a campaign paper in Steubenville, 
Ohio, for three months, and subse
quently rel1lO\·cd to Fairview. Hancock 
County, where hc practiced law for a 
period of I8 months. He then went to 
Fulton County. Pennsylvania, where 
he editc<) the Flllto// Democrat for four 
years, during which time he also served 
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.one term as district attorney but re
-signed during his second term. \Vhile 
there he was also a delegate to the 
Democratic National Connntion held 
at Xew York City that nominated Sey
mour and Blair. i\I r. Donehoo next 
purchased the Indialla (Pennsyh'ania) 
Democrat, which he edited about 18 

months. then edited the C 01lStitlltioll 
.of :\Iorgantown, \Yest Virginia, for 
two years. In :March, 1874, he again 
located at Fairview and has since li"ed 
in Hancock County and devoted his 
attention solely to the practice of the 
law except when he has been called 
l1pon to serve in ofticial positions. Since 
1890 he has been located at New Cum
berland and is recognized by the har of 
\\'est Yirginia as one of its strong rep
resentati,'e members. He commands a 
good general practice in hoth State and 
I;ederal courts, and is held high in 
puhlic esteem. In 1874, he was ap
pointe(1 prosecuting attorney for' Han
'Cock County. serving two years, and in 
I ~~o \\ as elected to represent Hancock, 
Brooke and Ohio counties in the State 
Senate. sening four years with credit 
to himself and his constituenc~·. He 

IJ1 marn~lge with Eleanor :\IcCown, 
who was born in Fairview, Virginia, 
now \\'est Virginia, and is a daughter 
of John C. and Eliza (Sproule) :\Ic
Cown. Her father was a nati,'e of 
Washington County, Pennsylvania, 
and died in 1877. Her mother was 
l)(lrn in Ireland and died in 1856. i\Ir. 
and :\frs. Donehoo have the following 
named children: Rev. James D., rector 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church at 
~Ionroe, l.ouisiana; Eleanor; Jessie, 
who married C. S. Bradley, of Xew 
Cumberland; and Christine. 

sened for eight years as a member of G. H. SHREWSBURY. 

the board of regents for the State Deaf (;. H. SHREWSBCRY, an able 
and Blind Schools at Romney, \Yest member of the bar of \Vest Virginia, 
Yirginia. and a leading citizen of Charleston. 

In I8'-io. ~Ir. Donehoo was united Kanawha Cuunty, W(lS born July 23. 
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1872, at Point Pleasant, ~fason County, 
\Yest Virginia. He is a son of Colum
bus and Cynthia (Jarrett) Shrewsbury, 
both of whom were born in Kanawha 
County. 

Columbus Shrewsbury followed 
steamhoating on the Great Kanawha 
and the Ohio rivers for many years. 
Later he was appointed a deputy 
Cnited States marshal and still later 
was elected sheriff of ~Iason County. 
lIe died September 4, 1902, aged 70 
years. His wife passed away at the 
age of 48, in 1882. Both belonged to 
the Baptist Church. In political adher
ence Columbus Shrewsbury was a Re
puhlican, and fraternally he was a 
~rason. 

G. H. Shrewsbury was educated in 
the schools at Point Pleasant and took 
an a<h'anced course in the normal 
schools at Lebanon and .-\da, Ohio. 
He read law with John C. '\Ieyers and 
graduated from the law school at 
Lebanon, Ohio, in 1893. In that year 
he was admitted to the har of \\" est Vir
glllla, removed to Charleston and 
entered the law office of H. B. Smith 
with whom he remained for a short 
period and then going with D. C. 
Gallaher. Two and a half years later. 
~rr. Shrewsbury opened a law office 
in the Charleston Xational Bank 
Building. He makes a specialty of real 

estate law and has gained the repu
tation of being a yery able expounder 
of the law and a safe counsellor. Al
though he has a good citizen's interest 
in politics he chooses rather to win 
laurels in his profession than in public 
life. He is identified with the Re
publican party. 

On July 30, 1895, ~Ir. Shrewsbury 
was married to Carrie H.· Seiker. who 
was born at Lebanon, Ohio. They 
ha\'e one little daughter, Ruth H. In 
religious helief ~Ir. and :\Irs. Shrews
bury are Presbyterians. 

w. H. McCLAIN. M. D. 

\\' . H . .\lcCL:\IX, '\L D., one of 
the lea(ling physicians of Clendenin, 
Kanawha County, \Yest Virginia, and 
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age he has been a Knight of Pythias, 
entering the order at Spencer in Lodge 
~ o. :; 5; he now helongs to Elkana 
Lodge. Xo. 63. at Charleston. For 
nine year!> Le has heen a member of 
Lodge Xo. 142. J. O. O. F .. at Clen
denin. has filled all the chairs and is 
the present noble grand. belonging to 
Elk Encampment. 1\0. 63. J. O. O. F. 

Dr. ~IcClain owns considerable real 
e<;tate in the vicinity of his home at 
Clendenin. and has one of the pleas
antest offices in the town. located on 
the hanks of the Elk Ri\·er. 

H. D. RUMMEL. 

II. lJ. Rl'~DIEL. a well known 
rc.;ident of Charleston. Kanawha 
COllnty. \\'est Yirginia. is an attorney 

and at the present time city solicitor 
of the city of Charleston. He was 
born in Kanawha County, \Vest Vir
g-inia, .\ugllst 13, 1875, and is a son of 
Henry andl\lary (Xewhouse) Rum
mel, the former a nati\'e of Ohio and 
the latter of what is now \Vest Vir
glllla. Henry Rummel, who is a suc
cessful manufacturer of Charleston, is 
one of the substantial residents of this 
State. 

H. D. Rummel attended the public 
schools of Charleston and later pur
sued an a(h-anced course of study at 
Johns Hopkins Cni\'ersity. He also 
took the law course at the l\Iaryland 
L'ni\·ersity. Baltimore, and ranked 
fifth iu the class of 1895 of 1 q mem
hers. I J e was admitted to the bar in 
:\laryland and later in \\' est Virginia. 
He practice(1 in the former State for 
tWd years and then removed to 
Charleston. In 1901 he was elected 
city solicitor for a term of two years 
and in :\Iarch. 1<)03. was re-elected for 
another term. He is a stanch Repub
lican. a guo(l and logical spe:tker. 

In) ~o :\1 r. RU111mei was lInited in 
l11arriag-e with Ruth H. :\lillard of 
fhltimorc. 

S. L. \L\ TSOX, of Fairmont, 
l'Iarion COllnty. \\'est Yirginia, horn 
Decemher 27. 1 R.-lR. has devoted his en-
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tire life and apparently inexhaustible 
energy to the de,-elopment of \\" est Vir
ginia and, particularly, of :\larion 
Cottnty_ Mr_ \Vatson has been asso

ciated with his father and brothers in 
all stages of the de,-e1opment of the 

Fairmont Coal field and is one of the 
leading executive officials of the Fair
Illont Coal Company. He is personally 
<l("<ittainted with more men of all classes 
than any other man in \Vest Yirginia 
and has taken an active part in State 
and county politics, although ne,-er an 
:lspi rant for office. II is keen perception 

of opportunities combined with an 
ability to direct others, has inspired the 
confidence of all who have been asso
ciate(l with him and he has been inter
ested in practically every successful en
terprise, including electric light, gas, 
glass. im\ustrial, c1e,-elopment, banking, 

huilding and a score of other companies 
During the past month he has taken 
O\'cr the Fairmont & Clarkslmrg Trac
tinn Company and is den)ting his en

ergy to bettering its e(luipment and 

st.·n·ice. 
.\Ir. \\-ats()n residcs on Eighth 

street and i .. the father of one daughter 
and three ~()ns, the sons being acti\'c\y 
engagcII with him in the yarious enter

prises with which he is prominently 

idcnt i tied_ 

HOMER B. WOODS. 

IIO:\lER l~. \\"OODS. It is al
ways a pleasure to contemplate the 
character of a man who has arisen from 
the ranks, alone and unaided by wealtil 
and influence. Such a man is Homer 
B. \\-OI)<1S. the subject of this sketc!l. 
Re,-_ P. :\. Woods. a prominent min
ister of the Baptist Church came to 
what is now \\"est Virginia from 

Pennsyh'ania in IR+-+ and settled near 
IIarris\·ille. in Ritchie County. It \Y.l~ 

there that Homer B. \ Yoods was Dorn, 
July 16, 1869. 

He atteIH\ed the district schullls and 
at the age of 16 began teaching coun
try schonls in winter. working on the 
farm in the summer. After tc,lIuwing 
the vocation of teaching several year~, 

he was elccted principal of the Harris-
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ville graded schools. \\"hile occupy- more honorable than his. He IS an 
ing this position, he was nominated fur 
the office of county superintendent of 
schools and in ~lay, 1891, was unani
mously elected, and served two terms 
in this capacity. In the me:U1time he 
had been engaged in the study of the 
law and in 1891 he entered the State 
University Law School at Morgan
town. I-laving fitted himself for the 
practice of his protesslOn, in 1892 he 
was admitted to the bar. In 1895 he 
fonnrled the Ritchie Stalldard and 
sen'ed as its editor in 1896: in Jnne of 
that year he was nominated by the Re· 
publican convention for the office of 
prosecuting attorney of Ritchie Coun
ty. He was elected to this position by 
a majority of nearly 700. As evidence 
of the manner in which he discharged 
the duties of this office, he was renom
inatecl in I~)OO, and was elected by the 
largest majority ever theretofore given 
in the county to any candidate for puh
lic office. 

On September ro, 1891, Mr. 
\Voods was married to \Vinifred Da
vis, daughter of Hon. Thomas E. Da
vis, of Harrisville, and three children 
have been born to them. 

~1 r. \ V oods is a fearless and able 
prosecutor but at the same time is care
ful and conscientious in his practice. 
:l\o man's public record is cleaner or 

5 

active politician and has contributed in 
no small rlegree to the success of the 
Republican party in his nati\'e county 
and State. He was a delegate from 
West Virginia to the Republican Na
tional League held in Cleveland, Ohio, 
in 1895, and was at one time one of the 
vice-presidents of the organization in 
West Virginia. His large law practice 
attests his devotion to his chosen pro
fession and his large and well selecte(\ 
library proclaims him a student as well 
as an attorney. 

JOHN SHRADER. 

JOHN SHRADER, whose suc
cessful and extensive building and con
tracting has brought him into prom
inence in Hancock C·ounty, \"rest \Tjr-
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attracti\'e young lady. Few men are 
lJetter known in Hancock County than 
1\1 r. Shrader, and few have more push 
and progressh·eness. He is one of the 
'substantial and enterprising men of 
Chester. 

SAMUEL H. SHANNON. 

S.\~ll·EL H. SH .. \XXOX, post
master at CIay Court House, CIay 
County. \\'(:st Virginia, a member of 
the mercantile firm of Rhodes, Shan
non & Company, and also a large lum
ber dealer. is one of the prominent men 
-of his section. He was born June 21, 

186G. on a farm in Clay County, and 
is a son of Re\'. Xorval \V. and Sus
anna (Summers) Shannon, of Nich
-olas County. 

Re\'. Xon'al \V. Shannon ,vas a 
minister in the ~Jethodist Church. He 
was born in IS17 at ~Iorgantown, 

Monongalia County, Virginia, now 
\Vest Virginia, and was a son of Ben
jamin Shannon. The latter, with his 
brother John, founded the family in 
this part of the country. They were 
lxlrn in Ireland and, after immigrating 
to America. became wholesale mer
chants at Philadelphia for some years, 
but later removed to ~Iorgantown, Vir
ginia, now \Vest Virginia. There he 
married and had fi,'c children born to 
him. his three sons being ~or\'al \Y., 
Robert and Frank. Benjamin Shannon 
engaged in a milling business at ~l()r
g'antown and then moved to \Veston 
and later to Clarkshurg, and to Ohiu in 
ISSR where he died in 1861. l{ev. 
Xon'al \V. Shannon had oniy a mea
~er common-school training, and spent 
his earlier years in teaching school and 
in as close an application to his books 
as he coultl. Thlls he prepared for his 
ministerial work. 

Samuel I I. ~hannon was educated 

in the common schools and had the ad
\'antages of hilt one term at the 1\or
mal School at Concord. ~Iercer Coun
t~·, \Yest Virginia, He began teaching 
school after finishing his own course 

and continued to teach in Clay County, 
q. terms in all, until 1899. He has 
been very prominent in the political 
life of his section and has been much 
honored by his party. For three years 
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he was jailer of the county jail, and 
from 1896 to 1901 sen'ed as a justice 
of the peace. On January 1, 1892, he 
was elected mayor of CIay and served 
through his term to the satisfaction of 
all cOllcerned. For three years he 
served as trustee of District Xo. 5, and 
for three years was a member of the 
Town Council during which period the 

town "as incorporated. On August 
8. I~9, he \vas appointed postmaster 
by the late President },IcKinley and is 
~till the popular incumbent of the of
fice. Doth in I goo and in 1902 he was 
a delegate to the State cOlH'ention of 
his party and since the former year has 
been a member of the congressional 
committee and secretary of the county 
committee. He was nominated by the 
County Court and later appointed by 
the State Board of Health as a mem
ber of the county board. 

1 t1 I 892 ~Ir. Shannon was married 
to ~laggie E. Reed. who is a daughter 
of Solomon Reed of CIay County. 
They ha \'e a family of four children, 
\·lZ.: Irma Blanche. born December 

10. I X92; William Halley, born ~Iarch 
10. IXY5; Susan Berenice. born Feb

ruary 7, 1897; and Rebecca Olive, 
born June 29. 1900. ~(r. Shannon and 
family belong to the ~Iethodist 

Church. 
In fraternal association ~Ir. Shan-

non has long been actively interested 
and has taken all the honors in the 
Junior Order of Cnite<1 .\merican ~Ie
chanics of which he is counsellor. a po
sition he has held for four years; and 
he helongs to Zara Lodge, i\o. 116, 

Knights of Pythias, and to Pisgah 
Lodge, ~o. ISo, Independent Order of 

Ocld Fellows, at Clay. In this order 
he has fiiled all the minor offices and 

is now vice-grand of the lodge. 
~Ir. Shannon is much esteemed in 

his vicinity and is identified with many 
of the leading business interests. 

SAMUEL BRASHEAR AVIS. 

S:\~leEL BRASHEAR AVIS. 
prosecuting attorney of Kanawha 

COt1t1t~·, and a prominent citizen of 
Charleston, West Virginia, was born 
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in Virginia, February 19, 1872, and is 
a son of B. D. and Hattie E. (Wilson) 
Avis, both of whom were nath'es of 
the Old Dominion. 

S. B. A "is received his education 
in the common schools and at a mili
tary academy at Staunton, Virginia. 
and later at \Vashington and Lee l!ni
versity, at Lexington, Virginia, re
ceiying his degree of B. L. at that old 
established institution. Mr. A "is then 
located at Charleston and accepted a 
position in the C'nited States attorney's 
office. where he remained about four 
years. In 1898 he was commissioned 
captain in Company A, 2nd Regiment, 
West Virginia Inf .• C. S. Volunteers, 
and served as sttch in the Spanish
A'l1erican \Var, being stationed at 
Camp l\Ieade and Greenville. Sottth 
Carolina. 

:\fter the close of this war. Cap
tain :\ ,·is returned to Charleston and 
re-entered the office of the l! nited 
States attorney and remained there un
til 1<)00 when he was electe(1 prose
cuting attorney for Kanawha County. 
In politics he is an ardent Republican 
ami enjoys the confidence of the party 
leaders. 

In December. 1899. :\Ir. Avis mar
ried Florence 1\1. Atkinson. who is a 
daughter of ex-G()\'ernor G. \\'. At
kinson. of Charleston. \\'est Yirginia. 

JOHN T. G-'INER. 

JOH~ T. G.\IXER. cashier of the 
Clay County Bank and one of the most 
prominent financiers and esteemed citi
zens oi Clay Court Hottse, \\' est Vir
ginia, was born 1\Iay 31. 1871. in Au
hurn. Ritchie County, West Virginia. 
He is a son of Albert and Sttsan A. 
(Loudon) Gainer, the former of whom 
was born in J anttary. 1848, and the 
latter on January 2, 1849. Ottr sttb
ject's mother was a daughter of 
Thomas Loudon, who remo"ed from 
Virginia and settled in C'pshur County. 
\\'est Yirginia. She was born in Gil
man County and there was married to 
.\Ibert Gainer. The father of the sub
ject of this sketch is a son of John 
Gainer and a gran(ISOI1 of Bryan Gain-
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l\lrs. ;\Iarcum when their six sons and 

four daughters assisted in the exercises 
of the occasion and were photographed 
with their \'enerable parents. The sons 

are: Thomas D., an attorney, hut at 
present engaged in a general insurance 

bU'iiness at Catlettsburg. Kentucky: 

James H .• a farmer of Cabell County, 
and an ex-member of the State Senate; 

William \V., residing at Ceredo. 
\\"ayne County. West Virginia: P. S., 

living at Catlettshurg, Kentucky; and 
John S. and Lace, who are partners in 

the practice of the law at Huntington. 
John S. !\I<'.rcum was primarily cll

ucated in \\"ayne County. where he also 
studicd the law and was admitted h) the 
bar 26 years ago. He was prosecuting 
attorney for two terms in \Vayne 
County and later in Cabell County, 
!'en'ing 10 cOllsecuti\'e years in that 
office. :\Ir. :\larcuJl1 has heen very SlIC

cessful ill criminal practice and has 
WOIl distinction all O\'er the State on ac
coun! of his ahility as an ad\'ocate. H,~ 

has associate<l with him other alJie 
memhers (,f the har, ane! their well ap
pointed ofiices are locate(l in the :\h

holt Builcling. on the corner of 4th 
a \'eIl11C ane! 9th street. 

:\r r. :\hrcul11 marrieel a mcmhcr oj 
thc \\'cllman family. abo an old and 

arist. ICratic onc. ane\ two chilc\rcn have 
hecn horn to this union. J .. \. Roy. the 

son, aged 19 years. is prep3ring fur the 
law at the West Virginia L'niversity at 
:\lorgantown. The daughter. aged 16. 
is a student in the local schools. The 
pleasant residence of 1\1 r. and !\I rs. 
Marcum is located at ~o. 6.26 10th 
street. Mr. Marcum and family be
long to the Baptist Church. Formerly. 
~Ir. :\Iarcum was a stanch Democrat. 
but at present votes independently. 
Fraternally he has sen'ed through the 

chairs of the blue lodge. chapter and 
commandery in the ::\lasonic order amI 

also IlClongs to the Elks. 

ROBERT BENJAMIN BERNHEIM. 

ROBERT BEXJ:\::\IlX llEl{X
HEL\1, a well known citizen of Welch. 
:\fcDowell County. West Yirginia. 

who is clerk of the County Court. was 
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Lodge, NO.1 12, A. F. & A. ~I.; Bram
well Chapter, R. .-\. ~L; Ivanhoe Com
mandery, :\0. 10, K. T., of Bramwell; 
and Eeni-Kedem Temple, :\. A. O. N. 
1\1. S., of Charleston. 

HON. JAMES H. MARCUM. 

BOX. J.\~lES H. ~L\RCC:M, an 
ex-member of the \\'est Virginia State 
Senate, and a representative citizen of 
H ul1tillgton. was horn in Virginia, 
Septemher T4, I 8..p, and is a son of 
Stephen :\1. and Jane (Damson) :Mar
cum, both of wholll were also natives 

of the Old Dominion. 
James H. ~larcum received but 

limite<1 educational advantages in the 
pri \'ate and suhscription schools of his 
locality, his schooling being inter-

rupted by the outbreak of the Civil 
\Var. He was one of the first loyal 
youths of his section to enlist.-beconl
ing a member of Company B. 45th 
Reg., Kentucky Vol. Inf. He served 
three years, and was with the .-\rmy 
of the Tennessee; when he recei"ed his 
honorable discharge he had attaineJ 
the rank of sergeant major . 

. \ fter the close of the war. :\lr. 
:\larcull1 returned to his home and en
gage<1 in agricultural pursuits for a 
time. amI then accepted a position as 
traveling salesman for Shipley. Crane 
& Company. of Cincinnati. Ohio. with 
whom he remained about nine years. 
He then returned to Huntington an<1 
Ixmght and very successfully operate<1 
a li\'ery anrl sales stahle for fuur ye:lrs. 
and then sold the husiness in urder to 
resume farming. 

:\lr. ~iarcum has long been acti"e 
in political life, and in 1890 he was 
electe<1 a member of the \\'est Virginia 
Lf'gislattlre and sen'ed four ye:trs. 
.\ fter an interim of four years. he was 
again elected to that honorable body, 
and again served his constituency with 
ability al1<1 efficiency. For four years 
he was the popular postmaster of 
H tllltington. and during the adminis
tration of Governor \Yilson was a di
rect,)r of the \Vest Virginia Peniten

tiary for a term of fi"e years. 
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In 1~1 :\OIr. :Marcum was united in 
marriage with Fannie B. \Villiams and 
their son, 1'. H., is a member of the 
class of 1903. in the law department 
of the L-ni\'ersity of West Virginia, at 
~Iorgantown. In religious belief, 1\fr. 
)larcum is a Methodist. His fraternal 
relations are with Huntington Lodge, 

Xo. 53, .\. F. & .\. M. 

IB98 at the age of 62 years. During 
the Civil War he served four years in 
the 1..7nion Army, as a private in. 
Company I, 39th Reg., Kentucky Vol. 
Inf., and was once captured and once 

wounded. In politics he was a Re
publican. In business he was success
ful as a lawyer, farmer and merchant. 

The mother of our subject was born 
in 1841 in North Ca,rolina and now re
sides at Bradshaw, ~lcDowell County. 

\\' est Virginia. The three children 
born to :Mr. and :\1rs. Payne were: 
David C, who is a deputy Cnited States 

marshal and deputy sheriff of ~Ic

Dowell Cottnty; William Burbridge, of 
this sketch; ami \\,illmrn Grant, de

ceased. 
William Burbridge Payne was 

reared in his native county and was 
e<htcate(l in the common schools and 
the Kortnal School at Concord. From 
1887 to 181)2 he was engaged in a' 

WILLIAM BURBRIDGE PAYNE. mercantile business at Bradshaw. and 

\\. ILL 1.\ ~[ BUR B RID G E removed from there upon being elected 
P.\ YXE. clerk of the Circuit Court to the office of clerk of the Circuit 
of )IcDowell County, \Vest Virginia, Court. In IS~y() he was honored with 

ami a prominent citizen of \ Velch, was 
I)(Jrtl in that county in 1866 and is a 

son of the late John D. and Clara 
( Cornett) Payne. 

John D. Payne was born in Taze
well County, Virginia. now :\lcDowell 
County, \Yest Virginia, and died in 

a re-election amI his popularity and 
efficiency were emphasized by a second 

re-election in 1902. 
On :\lay 10, 1890, ~Ir. Payne was 

married to Jennie Beavers, who was 
born in L7nion County, South Dakota. 
Three children have been born to them,. 
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VIZ.: Hobart Elkins and Meldramn 
Deane, living. and Mirriam Joyce, de
ceased. l\trs. Payne is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

Fraternally, Mr. Payne is a mem
ber of McDowell Lodge, N'o. 112, A. 
F. & A. ~f., of Welch, of which he is 
past master, and of Ohio Consistory. 
Valley of Cincinnati, and is a Shriner. 
In politics he is identified with the 
Republican party. 

ROLAND YUENClLINCl LUTHER. 

ROLAXD YCEXGLIXG LC
THER, assistant general manager of 
the Peerless Coal & Coke Company. at 
Viyian, \\' est Virginia. is one of the 
energetic and progressi\'e young men 
of the day. :\1 r. Luther was born in 

1875, in Potts\·ille. Pennsylvania, and 
is a son of Roland C. and Therese 
(Yuengling) Luther, the former of 
whom is president of the Peerless Coal 
& Coke Company, and also general 
superintendent of the Philadelphia & 

Reading Coal & Iron Company, with 
headquarters at Pottsville, Pennsyl
vaI11a. 

Mr. Luther has been a resident of 
Vivian since February, 1901, and has 
become an important factor in the coal 
fields of that locality. His company is 
a leading one in the section and gi\'es 
him a wide field of operation. 

W. L. GLESSl\ER, one of the 
foremost business men of Ohio County. 
\Vest Virginia, is president of the 
Laughlin Kail Company, a Wheeling 
corporation, with office and plant at 
~lartill's Ferry, Ohio. This is a \'ery 
extensive plant and is the largest cut
nail manufactory in the world. ha\'ing 
had a wonderful growth from its in
ception, in 1878. ~Ir. Glessner is a na
tin of Ohio, and is a son of Jacob and 
Mary Laug:!lin Gle3sner. 

Jacob Glessner was born 92 years 
ago at Somerset. Pennsylvania. and is 
now a resident of Zanes\·ille. Ohio. He 
spent the major portion of his active 
life C1S editor amI publisher of a news-
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Baltimore. He follo"'ed the occupa
tion of a shoemaker. He went to Lake 
Erie and lived for a time, then Illo\'ell 
to Cni syh'allia. and 1 
to Mor 
Virgini 
compan 

rginia, now 
d as captain 
luring the W 

1812, a hi·nself with 
or: He later went to Ohio to live, and 
about 1845 met death by drowning in 
\Vills Creek, in attempting to cross the 
stream during a freshet. His wife was 
Elizabe " and amon 
childreI n was Georg 
grandf ewis. 

Geo s was born in 
iontown, enns) \ ania, and remo\ e 
to what is now \\' est Virginia in 1820. 
He was a shoemaker in early life and 
li,'cd to reach the advanced age of 87 
years and three months. dying at Val-
ley Gro r. 190I. He 
ried ~ who is now 1 
at the 'ears. making 
home i ty. West Vir, 

\\'illtam LeWIS. a son of George \V. 
and X ancy (Gihson) Lewis. was born 
in :\b.rshall County, \\" est Virginia. 
and now resides in Ohio County. 
where he IS engaged in agricultural 
pursuit. arried Sam 
Chaml>e horn in :\Ia 
COllllty ghter of Jam 
and :\ I Chaml>ers. 

RGINIA 

were natives of l\1arshall County. Vir
ginia, and \Vashington County. Penn
sylvania, respectively. Her grandpar-

were Joseph H 'I 1d Re-
(Bell) Chan ler be-
son of J ame nd the 
a daughter 0 d Eliz-
( IvlcConnell 

Dr. George E. Lewis was born in 
Ohio County. \\"est Virginia, January 
19. 1873, and is one of six children 
born to \Villiam and Samantha 

ml>ers) Lewis C. P. 
rge E., ~Iar) r in the 

Is of \\'heelin who is 
eaching at \V an and 
a. Dr. Lewis n Ohiu 

County and educated in the public and 
State !\ormal schools. graduating 
from the latter instituti(>1l in 1893. ha \'
ing taught school in Ohio County for 

years predon 
took up the s 
Vestern Cniv 

on. He 
cine at 
ennsyl-

: he was gra ree of 
:\'1. D. in 1&)7 and engaged III practice 
at HanO\'er. Ohio. His health failed 
him and for one year he gave up his 
professional duties. In 1900 he mon~d 
to Chester, Hancock County and hac; 

<led in acqui 
ce in medicin 
1an of high c 
h esteem by 

D 

general 
He 

is held 
itizens. 
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On October 6, 1897, Dr. Lewis was 
married to Hettie Curtis, who comes 
of a prominent and respected family. 
~he is descended from John and Elsie 
( \\"ilkins) Curtis, who were prominent 
in Virginia at an early day. Her 
great-grandparents were Josiah and 
Hester (Earnsparger) Curtis. Will
iam Baker Curtis, a son of Josiah and 
Hester (Earnsparger) Curtis, made an 
enviable record during his service in 
the army. He was first a captain, la
ter colonel of the 12th West Virginia 
Regiment, and was mustered out as a 
bre\'et general. He was at one time a 
merchant at \Vest Liberty, Ohio Coun
t~·, where he died .-\ugust 25, 18<)1, at 
the age of 70 years. He married Han
nah ~I. :\lontgomery, and among the 
children born to thenl was Josiah 
~Iontgo\11ery Curtis, father of ::\lrs. 
Lewis. Josiah ).Iontgomery Curtis 
was horn at \Vest Liberty, Ohio Coun

ty. Yirginia, and died in 1875. At the 
outhreak of the Civil \Var, he enlisted 
in Company D, 12th Reg., West Vir
ginia Yol. Inf., of which his father was 
captain. and at the time he was mus
tered ont was lieutenant of Company 
I of that regiment. He was the man 
who planted the United States flag on 
Fort Gregg, for which act he was made 
lieutenant and Congress presented him 
with a bronze medal. He married Em-

6 

ily Walker, who was born in Brooke 
County, \~irginia, now \Yest Yirginia, 
and now resides at \Yest Liberty, Ohio 
County. She is a daughter of Allen 
and ~lary .\nn ().lounts) \\' alker, and 
granddaughter of Alexander and Es
ther plontgomery) Walker. 

Dr. and l\lrs. Lewis have one child, 

Helen Virginia, born July 19, 1900· 
Religiously, they are members of the 
t:'nitecl Presbyterian Church, in which 
Dr. Lewis is an elder. He is a member 
of the State )'ledical Society. 

HON. C. W. SWISHER. 

HO~. C. W. SWISHER, a prom
inent young business man of Fairmont, 
Marion COllnty, \Vest Virginia, who is 
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D. W. CUNNINOHAM. 

D. W. CCX~IXGH_\:\1. a prom
inent citizen of Charleston. Kanawha 
County, \Vest Virginia, who has effi
ciently sen'ed in the position of United 
States deput~· marshal for a period of 
q years, is a nati"e of West Virginia, 
and was hom in Jackson County. His 
father, Joel Cunningham. who after 
being an officer in Jackson County for 
20 years. organized Company E, 8th 
Regiment, \\' est Virginia State troops, 
in 186 I, and died in the service, J anu
ar~' 7. I g6.2. He was a man of in
df)mitahle will. great personal courage 
and was seldol11 unsuccessful in his un
dertakings. 

The mother of our subject, Mary 
(unningham, belonged to one of the 
old Virginia families of prominence. 

Her father \\ as one of the organizers 
of his (J ackson) county; he was a 
justice of the peace for 2 I years and 
was made sheriff of the county under 
all old la.\" by virtue of his office as 
justice. Eleven children were bom to 
uur subject's parents. One of these 
was ~athan Cunningham. who entered 
the army in boyhood and served two 
years in the Cidl \Var; retuming to 
the scenes of his childhood. he resumed 
peaceful occupations. A few years 
later he was appointed deputy Cnited 
States marshal, on account of his fear
less and courageous character. For 
doing his duty well, he was foully as
s~lssinated in 1887 by a band of crim
inals, known by \Vest Virginians as the 
Kukhtx Klan. They were all outlaws 
who had terrorized Kentucky. Tennes
see, the westem portion of Virginia 
and the southern part of \Vest Vir
gJt11a. Marshal Cunningham by his 
bravery had seriously crippled the band 
in its work of murder, incest and ,·io
lations of the law, and for this cause 
it added still another crime, resulting 
in the death of ~athan CUllningham. 
He is still well recalled in his com

Illunity. 
D. \V. Cunningham is the subject 

of this brief and inadequate sketch, as 
a comprehensi ve one would filt a vol
mne. He grew to manhood in Jackson 
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has faced and the sum of what he has 
accomplished. 

In 1893 Mr. Cunningham married 
Beulah C. Greenleaf, who is a de
scendant of a prominent old Jackson 
County family. Three children have 
heen born to this marriage, namely: 
Pearl, Clarence and \VilIiam. Frater
nally ~I r. Cunningham is an Odd 
Fellow. 

SAMUEL c. BURDETT. 

S'-\.\ICEL C BuRDETT, a 
prominent attorney at Charleston, 
""est Virginia, who bears the reputa
tion of being the best criminal lawyer 
in the State, was born September 16. 

1847, in Scioto County, Ohio. He is a 
son of Samuel and Sarah (Ratcliffe) 
Burdett, the former of whom was born 
in Eagland and the latter in Pennsyl
val1la. 

Samuel Burdett, our subject's fa
ther, was for a long period known as a 
skilled painter and interior decorator 
and his artistic work ,von him ample 
means and an extended clientele. In 
his later years he engaged in teaching, 
dying at the age of 52 years, in 1869. 
His widow resides at Ironton, Ohio, 
spending the evening of life with one 
of her daughters. A family of eight 
children were born to :\lr. and :\Irs. 
Burdett, t1,-e of whom reached matur
ity: Fannie. Mary, Lizzie, Sue B., 
who is assistant principal of one of the 
public schools of Ironton, Ohio, a very 

I prominent educator; Robert, in the em
ploy of the Georgia Railroad; and 
Samuel C. of this sketch. 

Samuel C Burdett was educated in 
the public schools of Ohio. and learned 
the trade of painter and decorator and 
followed the craft until 1880. In the 
meantime he had prepared himself for 
entrance to the bar and was admitted 
in \V est Virginia. He removed to 
Charleston, Kanawha County, in No
vember. 1870, where he has resided 
ever since. He has made a success in 
his profes!'ion and the able manner in 
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which he has handled noted cases and 
his thorough comprehension of crim
inal law has gi,'en him a reputation 

. anrl a business which reaches over the 
State. Thus his election as prosecut
ing attorney for Kanawha County, 
,,'est \,irginia, in 1884, was 1110st ju
diciC'\1s aIHI he held the position until 
J ~8~). having previously heen assistant 
proseclltor. irom 1883 to 1885. In 
June. J 8H<). he was appointed assistant 
l'nitecl States district attorney. uncler 
President llarrison's administration. 
and serve<1 four years until the change , 
of allministration. Cpon the elect,c.ll 
of the late beloved President :\lcKin· 
ley. he was re-appointed to tht: off.ce. 
hut in J<)OO resigned it in order to CO:l

fine his attention to an ahsorbing pri
,'ate practice. 

~I r. Burdett has always been act
i"e!y interested in politics and is stanch 
in his adherence to the principles of 
the RepUblican party. He has 
""tumped" the St:lte during every po
litical campaign for the last 20 years, 
and. as he is a clear. forcible and log
ical :,peakt'r. is of the greatest sen'ice 
to his party. heing known as the "Lit
tle (iiant ,)f Kanawha." 

~I r. Burdett was married. first, to 
:\liss Taylor of Louisiana and eight 
children were born to them. H is sec
ond 111arna~e was to :\1 iss CUlllling-

ham, who was born in Greenbrier 
County, \Vest Virginia. and two chi 1-
rlren were horn to this marriage . 

WILLIAM McOARVIN, 

WILLLUI :\lcG.\RVIX. propri

etor of the Jacksonburg Drug Store. 
the only establishment of its kind :It 

Jacksonburg-. \\~etzel County, \\'est 
Virginia. was born August 26, 1838. 
at Chatham. Ontario. Canada, and i .. 
a son of John anrl Susan (Huston) 
:\IcGan'in. an old agricultural family. 
The :\IcGan'ins have been residents of 
the Dominion for generations. Both 
parents lived to advanced ages. the fa
ther dying at the age of 95 years and 
the mother at 92. Of their se,'en chil
dren. six sun·i,'e. 

\\'illiam :\lcGan'in was reared and 
e(!tlcated in Canada. ami there learned 
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the carpenter trade, which he later fol
lowed at Detroit. :\lichigan, for one 
year. In 1862 he went to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, engaging in work at his trade, 
later spent six months at Steubenville, 
and then went to Parkersburg. \Vest 
Virginia, becoming interested in oil 
pro(ltlction. He has visited all the oil 
centers in Pennsykania, Ohio. Indiana 
and \Yest Virginia. and has made and 
lost iortunes in many places. In 1 <)00 

:\[r. ~JcGanin settled in Jacksonburg. 
\\"etze\ County, \Vest Virginia, since 
which time he has been engaged in the 
drng business. having at the present 
time a monopoly. He carries a full 
line of prescription drugs. patent 111ed
ic!nes, toilet and fancy articles, and 
meets with very satisfactory encour
agement in the prosecution of his busi
ne~s. 

In 1871 :\Ir. :\lcGarvin was united in 
marriage with Eli7.abeth Truman, a na
tiYe of Spencer, \ Vest Virginia, and 
two children were born to this union: 
Lillie ~I., wife of James L. Cade. of 
:\Iannington. \\"est Virginia; and 
\Villiam E., of Kentucky. In politics 
~Ir. :\lcGarvin is a Republican. Fratern
ally he is an Odd Fellow. :\lr. :\Ic
Gardn is a highly esteeme(l citizen, in
terested in the advancement of his sec
tion and a strong ad"ocate of temper
ance. 

F. S. THOMAS, M. D. 

F. S. THO:'\L-\S. ~1. D., one uf the 
most prominent physicians and sur
geons of Southwestern \Vest Virginia. 
proprietor and physician in chief of the 
Thomas Private Hospital, at Charles
ton, was born in August. 1850, near 
Sissonville, \\' est Virginia. He is a 
son of George D. and Sarah (Jones) 
Thomas. the fortner of whom was 
horn in Virginia and the latter in the 
District of Columbia. the latter still 
snrviving in Roane County, \Vest Vir
ginia. at the age of 96 years. 

Dr. Thomas receh'ed his primary 
edncation in private and select schools, 
where he was prepared for entrance to 
~rarshall College. H is medical read-
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stanch supporter of the Republican par
ty. He is a member of the Franklin 
Lodge, 1\0. 3, 1. O. O. F., and is the 
oldest member of that order in 'Vest 
Virginia. haying been an Odd Fellow 
for more than 63 years. 

J. L. STUMP, M. D. 

J. L. STC:\IP, :\1. D.-Charles
ton, \\' est Virginia. is notable in many 
directions and one of these is that it 
is the home of a number of medical 
practitioners of skill and experience. 
.-\. prominent physician and surgeon of 
that city is Dr. J. L. Stump. a nath'e 
of the State, born at Steer Creek. Gil
m('r Count~·. ~Iay 19. 1852. He is a 
Sl)!) of Re\'. John and ~Iahala (Huff

man) Stump. 

The Stump family is of German 
origin. Dr. Stump's great-grand-fa
ther, ~IichaeJ Stump. came to .\merica 
and took part in the Ren)lutionary 
'Var, aiter its close settling in Gilmer 
CcJt1nty. Virginia. about 1 799. ~I ich
ael Stump and his father-the great
great-grandfather of our suhject. were 

with 'Vashington on the memorable 
occasion of the crossing of the Dela
warc when the Hessian troops were 
surprised and captured and indications 
are that both were trusted and loyal 
soldiers. Records show that ~I ichael 
Stump's son ~[ichael-our suhject's 
grandfather,-was a guest of Gencral 
'Vashillgton, at :\[ount Vernon. in 
1798 and took part in a fox hunt there. 
The elder ~l ichael Stump entere<l thou
sands of acres oi land in Virginia. 
Both he and his son ~[ichael were sur
"eyors and many of the old sun'eys 
made by them can be found among the 
records of that time. ~I ichael Stump 
was accompanied across the mountains 
from the East to what is now'" est 
Virginia hy two brothers.-George 
who settled in ~Iarshall County. "ir
ginia, now \\'est Virginia. and John . 
who settled in Kentucky. The grand
mother of Dr. Stump was a memher 
of the old German Busch family and 
she became the mother of these chil
dren: George \\'., Jacob .. \bsalolll. Eli. 
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Dr. Stump then settled at Charleston 
where he has ever since been success
fully practicing medicine and surgery 
and also building up a reputation 
as a public spirited and progressive 
<citizen. 

Although Dr. Stump takes only a 
good citi7.en's interest in politics, he 
was elected mayor of Elk City, when 
that part of Charleston was under its 
own charter and municipal govern
ment. His support is given the Repub
!ican party. Under President Harri
son, he was appointed a member of the 
board of United States pension exam
iners. and at present is the very efficient 
member of the City Council from the 
Sixth Ward. He has long been prom
inent in ~[asonry and belongs to Ka
nawha Lodge, 1\0. 20, A. F. & A. ~I.; 

TyreaIl Chapter, X o. 13, R. A. ~L; 
Kanawha Commandery, NO.4. K. T.; 
anel Beni-Keelem Temple, A. :\. O. N. 
~r. S .. -all of Charleston. He helongs 
~Iso to Glen Elk Lodge, Ko. 95. I. O. 
·O.F. 

In lR75 Dr. Stump was united in 
Illarriag-e with :\Iargaret E. Copen
haver. who is a daughter of J. T. 
Copenha\'er, of Kanawha County. 
Two children were born to Dr. and 
Mrs. Stump, namely: Charles \\r., an 

aU(Jrney-at-law, of Charleston, 'Vest 
Y irg-illia; and Erra D. 

WILLIAM HOLMES YEAKLEY. 

\\"JLLL\~I HOL:\IES YE.\K
LEY, l\r. D., a prominent medical 
practitioner of Tucker County, "'est 
Virginia, who has been a resident of 
Davis since 1902, was born :\Iay q.. 
1874, in Frederick County, Virginia, 
and is a son of :\rartin F. and :\Iartha 
A. (Hodgson) Yeakley, both of whol11 
were also natives of Frederick County. 

:\Iartin F. Yeakley is a prosperolls 
farmer living near 'Yinchester, Vir
ginia. He is 6<) years of age and is a 
survivor of the Ch'il War, in which he 
served in the 27th Regiment, Virginia 
Cavalry, frol11 1862 until the close oi 
hostilities,--during se\'en months of 
this period he was confined as a prisoner 
of war. In politics he is a Democrat, 
:\ Irs. Y eak ley was ix)rn 62 years ago 
in the vicinity of her present home. 
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Both she and husband are members of 
the Lutheran Church. They reared a 
family of three children, viz.: Will
iam Holmes, our subject; George F., 
a farmer; and Catherine E. 

Dr. Yeakley was educated in the 
common schools of Frederick County 
and the Winchester High School, from 
which he graduated in 1889. From 
18~I to 1893 he was a student at 
the Shenandoah Valley Academy, and 
then took a course at the Lebanon 
(Ohio) ~ ormal School, during 1894-
95-96. Dr. Yeakley had thus a very 
solid education as a foundation for his 
medical training which he obtained at 
the l:ni\'crsity College of )'ledicine at 
Richmond, Virginia, which he entered 
in the fall of 1896, and from which he 
graduated in ~fay, 1899, in medicine 
and surgery. Dr. Yeakley began the I 

practice of his profession at Gaines
boro, Frederick County, but a short 
time later, in July, 1899, was honored 
with an appointment as assistant phy
sician at the 'Vestem State Hospital 
for the .Insane. at Staunton, Virginia, 
and renlained there until June I, 1902, 

when he resigned his position to locate 
at Da\'is, \Yest Virginia, where he has 
been very successful in his practice. In 
the meantime he was elected by the 
board of directors of the l:niversity 
College of Medicine as assistant in-

structor 111 anatomy, but declined the' 
hOllor in order to continue his work in 
the hospital. 

Dr. Yeakley is an enterprising. edu
cated and wide-awake physician and' 
keeps fully abreast of the times in his 
profession. He is a \'alued member of 
the Virginia State and the Augusta 
County (Virginia) medical societies, 
and is surgeon for the \Vest Virginia 
Pulp & Paper Company. 

THOMAS M, HOOD. A. M •• M. D. 

THO)L\S ~I. HOOD, A. ~L, M. 
D., one of thc leading physicians and 
surgeons of Clarksburg, Harrison 
County, 'Vest Virginia, comes of old 
and honorable ancestry. Dr. Hood 
was born April 20, 1853, in Monon
galia County, Yirginia, now 'Vest Vir-
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whom is deceased. The latter, who re
sides at Shinnston, Harrison County, 
is a daughter of Solomon Fleming, a 
member of one of the old and prom
inent families of the State. Dr. and 
~\Irs. Hood have had four children: 
:\Jary M .. who died at the age of I I 

months; Edgar F.; Robert c.; ami 
:\g11es F. Dr. Hood is fraternally con
nected with the 1. O. O. F. He is an 
upright and reliable man and has met 
with deserved success in business and 
professional Ii fe. 

JAMES B. MENAOER. 

JAMES B. ~IEKAGER. a prom
inent attorney-at-law, a leading mem
ber of the bar of \Vest Virginia and a 
representati"e citizen of Charleston, 

\Vest Virginia. was born in Mason 
County, Virginia. now \\'est Virginia. 
October 23, 1850, and is a son of Louis 
B. and Cornelia {Steenbergen) ~I en
gaer. 

Louis B. :\1enager was of French 
parentage. H is father, Claudius R. 
;\Ienager, was one of the first settlers 
of Gallipolis, Ohio, coming to America 
and landing at Gallipolis on Sunday, 
October 17, 1790. He left France dur
ing the stormy and bloody period 
known as the French Re"olution, de
parting from Paris shortly after the 
storming of the Bastile, which historical 
e\'cnt !\Tary Bobin. who afterwards be
C:1l11e his wi fe. witnessed, for she was 
then a resident of the French capital. 
The maternal grandfather of our sub
jest. Gen. Peter H. Steenbergen. was 
of Holland-Dutch ancestry and was an 
early settler in the Ohio Valley on the 
Virginia side, his paternal ancestor 
leaving a high official position in Hol
land to make a new home in .-\merica. 

A Ithough Grand father :\I enager 
was a refugee and belonged to the 
French nobility, he became an industri
ous American citizen. He is thus 
spoken of by William G. Sibley, the 
author of the history of the five hun
dred French people, who composed 
this Gallipolis colony: "A high 
minded and honorable man was Claudi-
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tive county and served for four years 
with distinction to himself and honor 
to his county. He was a presidential 
elector on the Republican ticket of 
"'est Virginia in 1880, receiving the 
largest vote cast for the electors on 
the Garfield and Arthur ticket in \V est 
Virginia that year. Since the admin
istration of the late President Harri
son, ~Ir. ~renager has been active in 
the Democratic party. His change of 
political association was not so much 
a change of political belief as merely 
one of association. :Mr. Menager, who 
was a iirm belie\'er in the "quantita
ti\·e theory of money" and with others 
sought to accomplish that end by the 
free coinage of silver, recognizes now. 
however, that practically the same re
sults ha\'e been reached by the pres
ent method of enlarging the volume of 
our currency. 

On June 14, 1886, Mr. IVlenager 
married Fannie Sehon Pomeroy. who 
was born at Pomeroy, Ohio, a village 
founded by and named after her pa
ternal grandfather. Mrs. 11enager 
died on Tuesday, September 30, 19°2 ; 

her death occurred so close to the hour 
of midnight that there was a conflict of 
opinions as to whether she died Septem
ber 30th or October 1 st. She left four 
children, Charles L., Sibyl C, Frances 
P. and Louis B. His wife was a lineal 

7 

descendant, through her maternal an
cestors, of Col. Charles Lewis, who 
was killed in the battle of Point Pleas
ant, Virginia, October 10, 1 77-l. 

In fraternal life, ~lr. ~Ienager is 
prominent as a member of the ~Iasons, 
Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows and 
Elks. 

HON. SAMUEL GEORGE. 

HO~. SAMUEL GEORGE, 
member of the State Senate from the 
First Senatorial District, one of the 
prominent political leaders in West 
Virginia and president of the \Vells
hurg Banking & Trust Company, was 
born in \Vashington County, Pennsyl
v,lnia. May 23, 1827, and is a son of 
Thomas and Sarah (McCammon) 
George, both of whom were natives of 
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JOHN O. HOFFMANN. SR. 

JOHX G. IIOFF:\L\XX, SR., 
founder of the establishment and presi
dent of the J. G. Hoffmann & Sons 
Company, which conducts the only tan
ning establishment in Wheeling, Ohio 
County, \\" cst Virginia, is the founder 
of the concern. He came from Baden, 
Germany, in 1844, having learned the 
trade of a tanner in that country. He 
landed at Philadelphia, where he re
maine<.l until 1847, and then entered 
business at \Vheeling, as a member of 
the firm of Berger & Hoffmann. He 
also had one brother, Frank H., de
ceased, who located at Wheeling, and 
was foreman in the business for a time. 
The firm of Berger & Hoffmann con
tinued until 1876, the year which 

marked the inception of the firnl of J. 
G. Hoffmann & SOllS. The latter ex
isted until 1890, and was then incor
porated as J. G. Hoffmann & Sons 
Company, with the same officers as at 
the present time, namely: John G. Hoff
mann, Sr., president; John G. Hoff
mann, Jr., "ice-president; and F. C. 
Hoffmann, secretary and treasurer. The 
Gormania tannery of Gormania, \ \. est 
Virginia, which is under the control of 
this company, is under the direct man
agement of John G. Hoffmann. Jr. 
The old building at Wheeling, which is 
now being replaced by a new one. was 
built in 1856, and was partly three stor
ies and partly two stories high. The 
new building which will face on Water 
street, will he of three stories, will have 
double the capacity of the old one, and 
will co\"er one block. Cnder capable 
management, the business of the firm 
has shown a phenomenal increase. and 
ranks well ttp with the best tanneries of 
the country. It is devoted mainly to 
the preparation of harness and sole 
leather, the raw material being secured 
through the packing establishments of 
Chicago. The particular brand pro
duced is the well known "Star" oak 
harness leather. \Vheeling with its 
great railroad iacilities is a suitable lo
cation for this great industry. Tw() 
traveling representatives are employed 
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ho cover the veen Cali-
mia and ~Iai 00 men are 
ployed. 
In 1864 Jo n . Ho mann, Sr., 

was a member of a company which 
purchased the Benwood Mill, then 
owned by Kelley & Brothers, which 
company continued until the consolida-

on of the Ben t and Top 
ills. He was n the con-
Jidated comp years, and 
en resigned. been inter-

ested in the .£tna-Standard Mill Com
pany, of which he was one of the pro
moters. He was also one of the pro
moters of the Spears Axle Company, 

ganized July 
rving as its 
which his so 

leI is now 
his plant, 

Jr., is also 
terested, is I le tannery 
HI employs a I men. ~Ir. 

Hoffmann is also identified with several 
other lines of business. He has been 

connected with the National Exchange 
Rank of Wheeling about 49 years, and 

1S been one 
ars. His fir 
as on Wheeli 

rs for II 

Wheeling 
d there he 

nducted his t esided un-
ttl 1860, when he built hIS present resi
dence at Xo. 2221 Chapline street. The 
firm of Herger & Hoffmann, which ex
isted until 1876, had a leather store 
where Stone & Thomas' large depart-

w stands, and 
t res adjacent. 

e of the first h 
cd on the Island, after it had been laid 
out in lots by Colonel Zane. The great 
flood of 1852 caused much loss of prop
erty on the Island. J. G. Hoffmann, 
Sr., is now past the age of 78 years IS 

ty, and poss 
ess and gene 

characterized 
s served ver 

as a member of the City Council and 
'Vater Board of Wheeling, and has 
heen identified with many other pro
jects of \"ital interest to the city. He is 

d of heavy b 
and is in ve 

ances in a fil 
mann was un 
therine Schla 

li"ing at the age of i3 years, and they 
became parents of five sons and three 
danghters. as follows: John G., Jr., 
who has also served in the City Coun-

ng; Matilda 
, Dakota; EI 
d is manager 
lery & Hard 

pany, of Des Moines, Iowa, a branch 
of the ). G. Hoffmann & Sons Com
pany, which employs 175 hands; Frank 
c., secretary and treasurer of J. G. 
Hoffmann & Sons Company, who mar-

T 
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German department and some branches 
111 the English department,-~lrs. 

Paulus now resides in Chicago, Illi
nOIs. 

Edward ~Iuhleman attended Bald
win Cniversity from IS59 to IS02, and 
on July 26th of the latter year enlisted 
in Company E. I 16th Reg., Ohio Vol. 
Inf., as a private, and sen'eel in the 
Shenandoah Valley. under Generals 
:\Iilroy. Schenck. Sigel. Hunter and 
Sheridan. He was made I st sergeant, 
then 2d lieutenant, and at the same time 
was acting adjutant. From I S64 until 
the close of the war he was detailed as 
an acting signal officer in the signal 
!'en·ice. He participated in the prin
cipal hattles in the Shenandoah VaIley, 
:1I1r1 was ne\'er wot1l1ded or taken pris
oner. ,\fter the war he engage(1 in 
steamhoating on the Ohio. hetween 
"'heeling. Cincinnati. St. Louis and 
X ew Orelans. and followed that from 
I ~70 to ISH I. He was clerk 011 the 
steamers "~Iajor .\nderson" anel the 
",-\n(les," also the "Xe\\, Andes." 
From IR8I to 1883 he manage(1 the 
~lcI .ure House. an(1 from the latter 
date until 1888 managed the Elson 
Glass \ \'orks at ~I artin' s Ferry. From 
I~&) to '901 he managed the Crystal 
Glass \\'orks at Bridgeport. Ohio. and 
at the present time is organizing a new 
company to build a11<1 operate. at Bel-

laire, the largest glass works in this 
section. He has a thorough under
standing of the business, and his suc
cess in the new \'enture is assured. 

In 1886 ~Ir. ~Iuhleman was united 
in marriage with Juliet ~IcLure, a 
daughter of the late Captain John and 
Elizaheth ~lcI.ure. They have one 
daughter, Helen. :\[r. ~Iuhleman takes 
much interest in politics. and generally 
\'otes the Republican ticket. He is one 
of the prominent business men of 
\ Vheeling. and a most worthy citizen. 

RICHARD H. CRAMER. M. D. 

RICH.\RI> H. LR:\~IER. ~1. D., 
a physician and surgeon of X ew CU111-
berland. Hancock County. \\"cst Vir
ginia. was horn in "·illial11shurg. Blair 
Cotlnty. Pennsylvania. Septemher 28, 
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berland, is a member of the West Vir
ginia State Medical Society, the Miss
issippi Valley Medical Society and the 

American Medical Association, and of 

the Independent Order of Odd Fel
lows, Stella Lodge, No. 47. In poli
tics he is a Republican. 

WILLIAM BURDETTE MATHEWS. 

\V ILL I A 1\1 BUR D E T T E 
MAT H E \V S, clerk of the Su
preme Court of Appeals of \Vest Vir
ginia. a leading member of the bar, 
and a prominent citizen of Charleston, 
Kanawha County, was born in Mar
shall County, West Virginia, August 
27, lR66, and is a son of C. C. and 
Esther J. (Scott) ::\lathews. 

\V. B. l\'lathews received his edu-

cation in the public schools of \Vest 
Virginia, and at \Vaynesburg (Penn
sylvania) College, from which he 
graduated in 1886. He then taugh: 
for several terms, and in 1890 entered 
the law department of the Columbian 
"University, at Washington, D. c., tak
ing both the bachelor's and master's 
degree in law, and two years later, in 
1R92, was admitted to the bar. After 
four years of successful practice in 
\Vashington, D. c., he returned to his 
nati,-e county, and opened a law office 
at ::\ioundsville, but in 1897 he was ap
poimed chief clerk in the State Audi
tor's office, under Auditor La Follette, 
and removed to Charleston, the capital 
of the State. Later he was re-ap
pointed by Auditor Arnold C. Scherr, 
resigning the position in order to ac
cept that of Assistant Attorney Gen
eral under Attorney General Freer. In 
1902, when the vacancy arose, by the 
resignation of Gen. J. A. Holley, clerk 
of the Supreme Court of Appeals of 
\Vest Virginia, Mr. :Mathews was con
sidered the best equipped man for this 
respollsible position and he was im
mediately appointed to fill the vacan
cy. In this position he is making a 
1110st creditahle record. 

He has long been an active amI 
zealous supporter of the principles of 
the Hepuhlican party, and at various 
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times has been honored with offices of 
trust, in all of which he has displayed 
excellent judgme:lt. and in none more 
so than as a member of the finance 
cOlllmittee. whIle a councilman from 

the Fifth \Vanl. in the Common Coun
cil of the city of Charleston. :\Ir. 

1\fathews was president of the State 
J .eague of Repuhlican Clubs when it 
met at Parkersburg in 1<)00, ami (Ie

lin!J'ed the opening address at that 
large al](1 enthusiastic meeting. 

On October 25. 1900. :\Ir. :\Iat
hews was united in marriage with 
Elizabeth llillndon. of Clnrleston. 
"'est Virginia. and a daughter. S:lrah 
Esther. was horn to this union. on De
cClIllier 2<). 1t)()2. Both :\Ir. ami :\Irs. 
:\ f athe\\ s are prominent memhers of 
the :\Ieth(l(hst Episcopal Church. He 

sen'ed as a lay delegate to the General 
Confcrclll'e 'of that church. held in 
:\Iay. IC)()(). at Chicago. Illinois. and 
was Oil the program of the Internation

al Epworth League Convention held 
at ~an Francisco. California. in 11)01. 

\1 r. :\Iathews has been prominent in 
:\Iasllnry. and is a memher of La Fay
ette Lodge. X o. It). ,\. F. & . \. :\1.. of 
\\'ashillgttln: of Tyrean Chapter. Xo. 

IJ. R .. \. :\1.. of Charleston. and is also 
past ,:aptain of Gen. B. F. Kelly Camp. 
~"IlS oj \'eter;'lls. of :\Iollnds\·ille. 
\\'est \'irginia. 

CAPT. WILLIAM SMITH. 

CAPT. \\,ILL1:\:\1 S:\IITII IS 

probably the strongest character whose 
melllory lIas ever been impressed upon 
the citizens of :\Iercer Cuunty. \\'cst 
Virginia. I-Ie was horn in Rocking

ham County, Virginia. in I i7-l. and 
when a mere la(1 re\11O\'ed with his fa
ther. Isaac Smith. to what is now (;iles 

County. \·irginia. He was descelHled 
frolll a hardy English stock. that had 

fought undcr Cromwell. and settled in 
Virg!nia silortly after the accessi.m of 

Charles II. 
(apt. \\,illiam Smith. when young, 

h(lre a part. in the Kanawha Valley, in 
the J ncl ia n \\'a r then pen(ling. \ "hen 
the county of (;ilcs was fonnell. in 
) Roo. he \\'as appointed one of its first 

Digitized by Google 



MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA SIS 

set of magistrates. For 13 years he 
served as a member of the Virginia 
General .-\ssembly, representing Giles 
County. He was largely instrumental 
in forming the county of ~Iercer, in 
I~37, and in 1838 he laiel out. on lands 
belonging to him, the town of Prince
ton, the county seat of ~Iercer, donat
ing to the puhlic the beautiful public 
square ali(I town spring, still in use. 

From that time Captain Smith 

made the new town his home, and was 
a prominent and leading figure in the 
town's hfe; there was never a thought 
of disputing his decisions as a magis
trate. Some of his wise sayings may 
still he heard throughout the cOUllty, 
m:m." of them heing aphorisms full of 
wisdom. \\'hen some of the older res
idents relllark that "the law is nothing 
hut common sense," or "an ounce of 
fear is worth a pound of lo\"e. at any 
time:' the stranger may ieel sure he is 
li"tcning to one of the shrewd remarks 
of this venerater! father of the town. 
After a long, happy and useful life of 
8.-1 years, he passed away. In memory 
oj his puhlic sen'ices the County Court 
caused his portrait to he place!l in the 
COl1rt House, an honor ne\'er con
ferretl on any other citizen of the 
county. This portrait was unfortu
nately destroyed by fire, when the town 
was hurne!1 in IR()2, and we ha\'e been 

necessitated to use an inferior one. Al
though the "'orlel is often forgetful of 
its heroes. the esteem and respectful re

membrance in which this old pioneer is 

still held by his fellO\\" citizens does 
I11l1ch to pro\"e that sterling traits of 
character and true worth sometimes 
erect monuments more valuable than 
those made of granite and marhle. 

COL. A S. HUTSON. 

COL. .\. S. HL'TSOX .. \ssistant 
Adjutant l;encral of the State of "'est 
Virginia, and a popular and much es
teemed citizen of Charleston. Kanawha 
County, was horn Octoher 10. I Xoo, 
ncar Cumberland, ~larylan!1. where his 
father is engage!l in agricultural pttr-
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suits. He is a son of Henry and Fran
ces (Downey) Hutson, the former of 
whom was born in ~Iaryland, and the 
latter in West Virginia. 

Colonel Hutson was primarily edu
cated in the local schools of his native 
State and received higher instruction 

in the Allegany Academy at Cumber
lanel. ~faI)'land, spending some three 
years th~re in study. During the two 
years following he assisted in the op
eration of the family estate and then, 
in I~R2, went to Piedmont. Mineral 

County. \Vest Virginia. where he was 
employe<i with the Black, Sheridan & 
\Vilsnn Coal Company. In 1&)8, he i 
left there and was made captain of 

C('mpan~' H, 2n(1 Regiment, \Yest Vir
g-inia Infantry, t:'. S. \' olunteers. for 
service in the Spanish-American \Var. 
His command was stationed at Green
ville. South Carolina, where it re

mained ahout one year. 
L-"on his retu01 to 'Vest Virgin

ia. C nlonel II utson locateel at Charlt!s

tOIl. in .-\pril. 1&)9. In December, 
I~f)r. he enlisted as a private in the 
,,'est Yirginia Xational Guards and 

recei\'ed promotions until he had the 
-rank of colonel. and was then ap

pointed Assistant Adjutant General of 
the State, a position he fills with credit. 

In I~<)I Colonel Hutson was united 
in marriage with Elizabeth \\"alker, 

who is a native of Maryland; her 
mother is a lineal descendant of the 
historic Allen family of England. 

DAVID M. SHIRKEY. 

D:\\"1D :\1. SHIRKEY, clerk of 
the Circllit Court of Kanawha County, 

\rest "irginia, and a prominent citi
zen oi Charleston, was born January 

14, 1860, and is a son of John G. and 
~Iartha (~Iatheney) Shirkey, both of 
whom are natives of Kanawha County. 

John G. Shirkey followed teaching 
practically al1 his life, and became a 
very well known and much valued edu

cator. His death occurred at Graham 

~lincs, September 25, 1887. His 
widow still survives and is a resident 

of Charleston. 
Da,-id ~1. Shirkey was educated in 
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dren born to Captain and Mrs. Brook
field are: Emma, the widow of Prof. 

John ~. Carroll, of Caldwell, Texas; 
Mary Baker, at home; John William, 
a resident of Pine Gro\'e, West Virgin
ia: Inez Parker, a teacher in the Smith

field schools; and Paul Virginia. In 
politics Captain Brookfield has always 
been identified with the Democratic 
party. The family belong to the Pres
byterian Church. 

R. A. HAYNES. M. D. 

R. A. H.\ Y~ES, M. D., vice presi
dent of the West Virginia :'IIedical As
sociation and a prominent physician 
and surgeon of Clarksburg. Harrison 

('ounty, West Virginia, was born July 
22, 1867, in Greenbrier County, this 
State .. and is a son of Rev. James and 
Susan E. (Shanklin) Haynes. Dr. 
Haynes comes of pioneer stock on both 
paternal and maternal sides. 

The Haynes family is of Germanic 
origin, although the original spelling 
of the family name was without the 
final "s." It is presumed that the fam

ily settled in the American colonies 
some years prior to the Revolutionary 
\Var. In that struggle for American 
independence, Isaac Hayne, the great
great-grandfather of our subject, was 
a soldier of the rank and file, as were 
also his seven sons. It is tradition in 
the family that Isaac Hayne distin
guished himself by some act of bravery 
d:'lring the Revolution and was re
warded with a commission, in which 
his name was written Haynes instead 
of Hayne. His family, since then, have 
always held to the name of Haynes. 
1'\ ot a great deal is known of his seven 
sons. except \Villiam, who was the 
next in direct line of descent to the sub
jed of this sketch. The facts in regard 

to Charles, Benjamin, Joseph and 
~!oses Haynes. sons of Isaac Haynes, 
are quite meager. All that is known of 
Charles is that he was married Xovem

her 24. 1781. to Mary Dixon, of 
Greenhrier. Benjamin helonged to Gen-
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eral training and medical education 
were carefully attended to, the fonner 
in private and public schools and the 
latter in the College of Physicians and 
Sttrgeons at Baltimore, ::Vlaryland. He 
was graduated in the class of 1896, at 
the latter institution. Prior to this, he 
had hospital experience, being secre
tary of the board of directors of the 
\Vest Virginia Insane Hospital at \Ves
ton, and ,,-as connected with it from 
1888 to 1895. After graduating, he 
engaged in the practice of his profes
sion at \Yeston, for 18 months, and on 
XO\-ember I, 1897, located at Clarks
burg. Dr. Haynes has taken aJvant
af::e of every opportunity to perfect his 
skill and knowledge, and in 1901 took 
a special course in surgery at the ~ ew 
York Post -Graduate and Polyclinic 
schools. 

On October 15, 1896, Dr. Haynes 
marrie(l Hattie Gaylord, of \Veston, 
"'est Virginia, and two daughters have 
been born to them, Aurelia Christine 
and Harriet Jean. Dr. Haynes belongs 
to the county and State medical associ
ations and is the acth'e and efficient 
vice president of the latter. His ability 
is very generally recognized in his lo
cality, and he is numbered among the 
representative professional men of 
Harrison County. 

CYRUS OSCAR STRIEBY. 

CYRUS OSCAR STRIEBY, a 
well known and successful legal prac
titioner of Davis, Tucker County, 
'Vest Virginia, was born in 1866, at 
\Villiamsport, Pennsylvania, and is a 
son of Henry J. and Rachel (Ridge) 
Strieby, the former of whom was also 
born at \Villiamsport, and the latter in 
Tiog-a Connty, Pennsylvania. 

Henry J. Strieby was born at \Vill
iamsport, Pennsyh'ania, in 1835, and 
now resides at his pleasant country 
home in Hampshire County, \Vest Vir
ginia. He was a school teacher in his 
earlier years and at one time served as 
auditor of Lycoming County, Pennsyl
vania. Later he engaged in milting 
and farming, but now lives retired. His 
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political sympathy is with the Dello
cratic party. The mother of our sub
ject was iJorn in l8.t3 in Tioga Coun
ty. l'enllsylvania. Doth:\1 r. and :\Irs. 

. Strieby belong to the Lutheran Church. 
They reared six children.-three sons 
and three daughters. 

Cyrus Oscar Strieby was eduClted 
in the common schools of his nati\'e lo
cality and at the :\Iuncy ~ormal School, 
and then accompanied his parents to 
Hampshire County. \Vest Virginia. 
There he taught in the district schools 
for three years. and one ye3r in :\Ior
gan County and then took a four-year 
cour:o:e in the Susquehannah Gniver
sity. amI was graduated in 1889. Re
mO\'ing then to Tucker County as a 
teacher. (ine year later he entered the 
office of \V. B. :\Iaxwell. with whom 
he reall law for six months. continuing 
a stt,dy t(, which he had already given 
mllch attention. In December. 18<}O. 

he was admitted to the bar and began I 

practice in Tucker Coullty in 18<)1. I 

For three years he was in partnership 
with \\'. \:). :\Iaxwell. but now COllducb I 

an ilHli,idl1al practice which is in every 
way satisfactory. He enjoys a large 
local practice in Tucker Cotlnty. wlllch 
occasionally extends beyond its limits 

which has been marked by a high de
gree of success. 

On .\pril 16. 1&)6. :\Ir. Striehy was 
married to Addie .-\dams. who was 
horn in St. George. Tucker County. in 
1871. and is a daughter of John ]. and 
.-\ngelica .-\<1'IIIS. The children born 
to this lInion are: Elenora and Ruth. 
:\1 r. Strieby is identified with the Dem
ocratic party. Both he and his wife 
helong to the Lutheran Church. 

CHARLES WESLEY RIGGS. M. O. 

CH.\RLES \\'ESLEY RIGGS. 
:\1. D .. who since 1 &)8 has been estab-

into the adjoining counties. He also lishc(1 in successful practice of metli
has :1 gO(l(} practice in the Supreme cine at Cameron. :\Iarshall County. 
Court qf .\ppeals of \Yest \'irginia. \Yest \'irginia. was horn in IR6() in 
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have demcnstrated their confidence by 
electing him to positions of trust, and 
he has been a member of the City Coun
cil of Fulton a number of times. His 
father was at first a Democrat, hut la
ter gave his allegiance to the Republi
can party. An interesting item in con
nection "ith this early pioneer is the 
fact that he hought the first $500 bond 
at \\"heeling during the progress of the 
Civil War. The entire Zoeckler fam
ily are members of St. John's German 
Independent Protestant Church. 

COL. JAMES HENRY MILLER. 

COL. J.UIES HEXRY )'HL
LER. a member of the law firm of Mil
ler & Read. of Hinton. Summers Coun
ty. \\"est Yirginia, was born Decem
ber 21). 1856, on Lick Creek. at Green 

Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier County, 
VIrginia, now \Vest Virginia. He is a 
s(ln of \\"illiam Erskine and Sarah 
Barbara t~IcXeer) ~1iller, both of 
whom were born in Virginia. 

The ).Iiller family originated 10 

I reland and its first representath"e 10 

this country was ~Ir. ~liller's great
great-grandfather, who immigrated to 
_\merica from Ireland. Our subject's 
great-grandfather, Patrick ).liIler, was 
born on the ,"oyage between Ireland 
and :\merica. James Henry ).Iiller's 
ancestors settled on the present site of 
St:mnton, Virginia. John ~lilIer, son 
Patrick )'liller, was born in Bath Coun
ty, Yirginia, and settled in Greenbrier 
Cmlllty shortly after the Re\'olution
ary \\"ar. lIe married Jane Hodge of 
Bath County an(i they reared a family 
of I r chihlren, none of whom sun-i\·e. 

\\,illiam Erskine ;\IiIler, son of 
Johl1 ).f iller, and father of the subject 
(Of tllese litH'S, was born in that part of 
Greenbrier County that is now in
c1ttfled in Summers County, and spent 
his \\ hole life there, dying in H)OO, 

aged 74 years. He married Sarah Bar
bara ~IcXeer, who was horn in ).Ion
roe County, being a daughter of Rich
ard :\lcXeer. of Scotch descent. Her 
death took place in 1&)6 at the age of 
6R years. 

James Henry ).liller is the third 
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of the Hinton Light Infantry Guards, 
of which he served as captain until Au
gust 15. 1889, when he was made lieu
tenant-colonel. This honorable rank 
he resigned on account of press of pri
vate business. He is held in high es
teem in Hinton and is regarded as one 
of the ahlest lawyers in his section of 

the State. 

HON. WILLIAM GRAY BARNHART. 

HOX. WILLL\:\l GRAY B.-\RX
HART, member of the West Virginia 
House of Delegates, from Red House 
Shoals, l'utnam County, a lawyer by 
profession and one of the ablest young 
legislators of the State, was born April 
15, IS&>. near Buffalo. Putnam Coun-

ty, and is a son of Lewis and Isabel 
Barnhart, and grandson of Stephen 
and Perthana Barnhart. 

The Barnhart family is of German 
extraction, the pioneers settling in 
New Jersey in the early history of that 
settlement and their descendants going 
thence westward to Lancaster, \\' ash
ington and Greene counties. Pennsyl
\-,mia. and to Ohio and Illinois. 

Lewis Barnhart was born April 23, 
ISso, in Greene County, Pennsyl\'ania. 
His mother died when he was se,'en 
years of age. He resided with his 
grandparents, going to school. doing 
chores, etc., during th~ Ci"il War 
period, and then returned to his father 
111 :\Iarshall County, '''est Virginia, 
and remO\'ed from there to Putnam 
County. He was ambitious and man
aged, by further study during inten'als 
of farm work, to secure a good. com
mon-school education, and at the age 
of 25 years held a State teacher's cer
tificate, and at the age of 27 years was 
admitted to the bar. He was elected 
county superintendent of free schools 
soon after. :\Ir. Barnhart has for 
many years de,-oted himself to the law 
and to the sale of real estate. In pol
itics he is a Democrat and has taken an 
acti,'e part in politics. The mother of 
our suhject was born in IS52 in ~far
shall County. \'irginia, now 'Yest Vir-
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ginia. amI is a daughter of \ViIliam I. ble speaker. a thinker of unusual abil
and Eliza A. Hartley. In 1870 she ity and an active member of the House. 
was united in marriage with Lewis His rapid rise in his profession and in 
Barnhart. She is a devout member of public esteem are but indications of still 
the Christian Church. In addition to higher honors awaiting him in the fu
being a successful attorney, Lewis ture. 
Barnhart is also a civil engineer and 
has had completed a fine map of Put-
nam County, which he surveyed. on 
which are located the district outlines, 
the villages, roads, streams, and the 
industries of the county. He is fra
ternally connected with \Vilkes Lodge, 
No. 60. Knights of Pythias, at Win
field. 

lIon. William G. Barnhart was ed
ucated in the common schools. and be
gan teaching at the age of 17 years. at 
the !'ame time beginning the reading 
of the law with his father. After a 
short course in the law department at 
the West Yirginia L'niversity, he was 
admitted to the bar, and located at 
"'infield. the county seat of Putnam 
County. In the spring of 1902 he was 
nominated by the Democratic party 
ior the Bouse of Delegates. and was 
elected. in a Republican district of 460 
plurality, by a majority of 360 over 
H on. J ames I I. Collins, one of the best 
known Republicans in the district, who 
ha(1 already sen'ed two terms in the 
Le{!islature. 

:\lr. Barnhart is a clear and forci-

TIMOTHY LAWRENCE BARBER. A. M .. M. D. 

TD10THY L\\\'REXCE D.\R-
HER, .-\. ::\1., :\1. D., a prominent 
physician and surgeon of Charleston, 
\\r est Virginia, was born in Plymouth, 
Indiana, October 4. IRS3. He is a son 
of Daniel and Ann (Huh'erson) Bar
ber, the fortner of English descent, the 
1~lttcr, a nati,'e of Xorway. 

The Barber family is an old one 
and was iounded in .-\merica by an an-
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MILES HENDERSON EPLIN. 

:\llLES HEXDERSON EPLI~, 
whose term of service as county su
perintendent of the schools of Kana
wha County. \rest Virginia. will be
gin July I, 1903. is a much esteemed 
and prominent citizen of :\Iarmet. He 
was born January I, 1844. in Giles 
County, Virginia, and is a son of 
Christopher amI :\1 elinda (X idy) Ep
lin. hoth of whom were also horn in 
Yirginia. The former died in middle 
life, but the latter sun·h·ed until the 
age of is years, passing away in 1885. 
Chri~topher Eplin was engaged in ag
rir:ultural pursuits. 

:\liles H. Eplin 
est of a family 
dren. His early 

was the young
of eight chil
educational ad-

"antages were limited, in fact it may 
be state(1 that he was trained in no 
school but that of adversity. .\t the 
age of 17 he hecame a soldier in the 
Ci,·il \\"ar. enlisting September 2, 

1861, in Company B. 8th Reg., West 
Virginia Vol. Inf., which later formed 
a part oi the 7th Cavalry Regiment. 
.\1tI1l)ug-h four years of his life were 
(Ie\'oted to army service, it was not a 
wasted se:lson to the young man, whose 
quick intelligence turned his experi
ences into a means of education. 

Cpon his return to Kanawha Coun
ty, :\i r. Eplin engaged in teaching 
school, in the meantime following 
Ct)t1rses of reading and study, and very 
efticiently filled the office of secretary 
of the Loudoun (Iistrict Board of Edu
ration, for a period of 30 years. He 
was e1~ted in 1893 and sen'ed two 
term:-; as assessor of the Lower dis
trict, and in the fall of 1902 he was 
elected to the office of superintendent 
of the schools of Kanawha County. 
His life has been devoted to education
al interests and he has acceptably filled 
local positions and during one term 
was school commissioner. 

In l~()() :\lr. Eplin married Sarah 
}. Drow\l, who was born in Kanawha 
County. and is a daughter of Rohert 
and Elizabeth Brown, old and re
spected re:-;idents of their community. 
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Corporation. At that time the business 
of the company amounted to $6,000,000 
annually, and employed over 2,000 
men. .-\bout 2,500 men are now em
ployed. \,"hen the business was estab
lished about 300 men were employed, 
and in 1866 not to exceed 500. The 
capital stock originally was $15,000, 
and during the first three years of its 
existence the company leased the old 
mJlI, which they then purchased. \Vhen 
sold, the Ri"erside Iron \Yorks had a 
capital stock of $3;000,000, which had 
been increased from the surplus funds 
after paying quarterly dividends. Dur
ing the past I 1 years the company has 
operated a blast furnace at Steubenville, 
Ohio. 1Ir. Yance became a director in 
the l\ational Tube Company and con
tinued as such until it became a part of 
the Cnited States Steel Corporation, 
when he resigned. Frank J. Hearne is 
president of the tube department of the 
Cnited States Steel Corporation, John 
D. Culbertson, treasurer, and E. L. 
\Viles, general manager of the Ri"er
sil\e department of the same corpora
tion. 

:'orr. Yance is president of the Na
tional Exchange Bank of Wheeling, 
and is also at the head of the Vance 
Shoe Company. The manufacturing 
plant of the latter concern is located at 
Pullman, Illinois, and the Chicago end 

of the business is in charge of J. C. 
Riheldaffer. Mr. Vance's son, H. E. 
Vance, is president of the Vance Shoe 
Company, and \V. F. Shaffer is secre
tary. J. X. Vance has many other in
terests in Wheeling and Chicago and 
in the State of Alabama. As a business 
man he is shrewd and far-sighted, and 
the wonderful success which has attend
ed his career is due solely to his own 
efforts. 

VERNON C. CHAMPE. 

VERXOX C. CHA.1IPE, attor
ney-at-law, at ~Iontgol11ery, Fayette 
County, \V est Virginia, was born in 
Montgomery, January 1 I, 1879, and 
is a son of \VilIiam F. and Annie 

(:\Iontgomery) Chal~lpe. 

The Champe family is of French 
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extraction and settled 111 Virginia at 
an early date. The paternal grand
father of our subject, Sewall Champe, 
was born in Bedford County, Virginia, 
settled at Charleston, Kanawha Coun
ty, and dieu there, aged 50 years. 

Wilham F. Champe, our subject's 
{<tther, was born at Charleston, Kana
wha County. He removed to ~Iont

gomery in 1873, but did not per
manently locate there until 1877. 
The mother of our subject is a uaugh
ter of James ~Iontgomery, who was a 
pioncer in the district of Fayette Coun
ty. The other members of our subject's 
parents' iamily are: Xile; Emory and 
Hallie, who are still stuuents. 

V trnon C. Champe was reared at 
~Iolltgomery, and attended the local 
schools there and an intermediate 

school at Charleston. Later he went 
to Greenbrier ~Iilitary Academy and 
in I~)5 entered the Lniversity of \rest 
\'irginia, where he was graduated in the 
clas~ (If I~j8. :\11'. Champc read law 
prior to entering the L'niversity and 

was very thoroughly prepared. In 
llJOO he hegan the practice of his pro
fession at ~l()ntgomery. in partncr
~hilJ with C. \\'. Osenton. who is now 
pn .secuting attorney of Fayette Coun
ty and an ex-State Senator. Since this 
time. :\[1'. Champe has engage(1 very 
'itH.:ct'ssful1y in practice alone. In 1900 

he was appointed a Vnited States com

missioner, hy Judge Jackson. 
~Ir. Champe belongs to Lo(lge 

Xo. 74. :\. F. & A. ~r.. at ~Iontgom
ery, and retains his membership with 
the college fraternity. Phi Sigma 
Kappa. He has been very active in 
Democratic politics and was elected 
city attorney in 1902. He is also sec
retary of the Democratic County Com
mittee and in 1902 was assistant to 
the chairman of tInt body. He be

longs to the Presbyterian Church. 

JAMES A. STROTHER. 

J..,\:\IES .\. STROTHER. mayor 
of \Velch. ~IcDowell County. \"est 
Virginia, senior member of the Jaw 
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NEIL JUDSON FORTNEY, 

1\EIL JUDSOX FORTXEY, 
who is now sen'ing his fifth term as 

prosecuting attorney of Preston Coun

ty, \\"est Yirginia, was IXlrn Xo\'ember 

22. IK~9. near Independence, Preston 
County. Yirginia, now West Virginia, 

He is a son of David H, Fortney, 

whose father came to Maryland, from 

Franl'e. a1111 whose mother was of Ger

man ancestry, In 1865 David H, 
F( .rtlley rCI1lO\'ed with his family to 

J ndianola. Iowa, 
::\ ei I J udson Fortney attended the 

l()(.'al schools in his nati,'e locality and 

aiter tile family rem(we<i to Iowa he 

hecame a student in Simpson Cente

nary CoI1eg-e, In 1870 he took an ex
tcn(led tour through the \\' est, in-

creasing his fund of general 

knowledge, engaging 111 various 

callings and fequently corresJXlIld

mg for the press. He returned 

to Preston County. \\' est \'irginia, in 

I ~7 ~ and then entered upon the study 
of the la\\'; he was made deputy county 

clerk, and in 1879 was admitted to the 
har, since which time he has become 

prominent in his profession, valued in 

political circles and esteemed in the so

cial and domestic life of Kingwood. 
In ISSu, ~Ir, Fortney was first elected 

prosecuting attorney, and he entered 

upon the duties of that responsible po

sition, on January I, 1881. .\t the 

cl/Jse of his term of four years, he was 

re-elected hy an increased majority and 

at the expiration of his second term he 

was elected again to the same office by 
:l stiI1 greater majority, and sen'ed the 

full term of four years, He was 

elected in J &)8 to fill the last two years 

of the uncxpired term of his successor, 

and in 1~)00 was again elected by a 
greater majority than at any pre\'ious 

election. and is now sen'ing out the 

fifth term to which he has been elected, 

at the end of which he will ha\'e sen'ed 

18 years in all. as noted, His ability 

and industry. his carefulness. fairness 

and promptness. have contributed to 

his sucees.; and his capable han(\Iing of 

the important cases brought before 
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him during his long term of office, has 
given him a reputation all over the 
State. 

On June 3, 1879, Mr. Fortney was 
united in marriage with Alice Edna 
Godwin, the eldest daughter of Capt. 
Joseph M. Godwin, of Kingwood, 
\Vest Virginia. In politics, Mr. Fort
ney is a Republican. 

HON. ALSTON GORDON DAYTON. 

HON. ALSTON GORDON DAY
TON', :Member of Congress from the 
Second Congressional District of \V est 
Virginia, and the junior member of the 
well known law firm of Dayton & Day
ton, with whom is associated Fred
erick D. Blue, at Philippi, Barbour 

County, \Vest Virginia, was born in 
that town October 18, 1857, Barbour 
County then being a part of the State 
of Virginia. 

Mr. Dayton attended the public 
schools and entered the West Virginia 
Uni\'ersity as a student, at the age of 
16. years, where he was graduated in 
June, 1878, with his degree of A. B. 
During .his college course he had de
voted time to the study of the law, and' 
he was admitted to the bar on his 2 I st 
hirthday, and immediately entered into' 
partnership with his father, which part-· 
nership still continues. Two years later 
he was appointed prosecuting attorney: 
of l'pshur County, and soon after re
ceived the Republican nomination for' 
the same office in his home county of . 
Barbour, but, while running consider
ahly ahead of his ticket, was defeated 
by a small majority. In 1884 he again 
received his party's nomination for the 
same office, and was elected, being the 
first Republican to fill the office since 
the Civil War. In 1888 he was a can
didate for judge of the Circuit Court, 
but failed of receh'ing the nomination 
by two votes. In 1890 his friends pre
sented his name before the Republican 
cOI1\'ention at Piedmont, as a candidate 
for Congress from the Second Co\lgres
sional District of \Vest Virginia. which 
position was then held by Hon. William 
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"Two hundred and sixty-six brave 
men are dead to-day as a result 
of the 'Maine' tragedy. Over 200,-

000 have died in Cuba and 250,000 

more, mostly women and children, are 
being held in imprisonment and starved 
there to-day. \Ye do not know as yet 
that the Spanish authorities blew up the 
':\faine' and destroyed the lives of our 
seamen, but we do know that Spanish 
authority is responsible for this whole-

: sale cleadly murder in the first degree 
going on, within 100 miles of our 
shores. \\'ith food and raiment in one 

· hand and with its strong power, backed 
· hy the righteous will of 70,000,000 of 
freemen, this aclministration must in
ten'ene. stop the horror and give Cuba 

, her freedom. This intervention may be 
· done. I hope, peacefully. If so, God be 
praised; but if not, and it can only be 
done by war, let it come. Humanity. 
mercy. charity. and all the attributes 
of Goel Himself. will he with us, and 
Clll'el ~l'IH bl' free.· J 

During his terms in Congress. :\1 r, 
Dayton has kept up his law practice 
anel has taken an acti\'e interest in pro
moting the industrial de\'e!opment of 
his State and is connected with many 
pri\'ate Imsiness enterprises. lie is a 
director of The First Xational Bank at 
Philippi. 

On Xm'emher 2(,. JXR~. :\Ir. Day-

ton married Lummie Sinsel, of Graf
ton, West Virginia. Religiously he is 
connected with the Presbyterian 
Church. Fraternally, he belongs to the 
Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias. 

He owns one of the most beauti ful 
homes in his town and is a power for 

good in his community. His popu
larity in the State on account of his dis

tinguishecl services, is not limited to the 
Second Congressional District. The 
dean (;f the \Vest Virginia Congress-
men, he has won a position of eminence 
from which his friends desire him to 
retire only to accept higher honors. 

I. C, WHITE. A. Moo PH. D. 

1. C. WHITE. _\. :\1., Ph. D., State 
Geologist of \Vest \-irginia, has at
tained wide prominence in the science 
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111 Russia, traveling over 10,000 miles 
on two grand excursions through that 
vast empire, one of which took him 
across the C ral Mountains, into Siberia, 
and the other across the Caucasus and 
to Grozny and Baku, the famous Siber

ian oil fields. Returning home toward 
the close of 1897 via Constantinople, 
Athens, Xaples and Gibraltar, he found 
that the State Geological Commission 
had during his absence and without his 
knowledge or consent unanimously 
elected him as State Geologist to super
intend the work of the recently organ
ized Geological Survey of West Vir
g1l1la. He was a delegate to the con
vention in 1892 that nominated Harri
son, hut has always steadfastly refused 

all political offerings. In IR<)R he pre
pared and puhlished an important bu\
letin on coal and one on petroleum. 
He was the fir~t geologist to hring into 
prominence and apply in a practical I 

way what is knO\nl as the ".\nticlinical I 

Theory" of oil and gas. Convinced of ! 

the e~~ential truth of the ". \nticlinical 
Theory," Dr. \Vhite concluded to gi\'e 
his results to the world for the benefit of 
all. and in the issue of Science for June 

26. I~R5, published an article under the 
title of "The Geology of Xatural Gas," 
in which the claims and exceptions to 
the ... -\nticlinical Theory" were fully 
set forth. This theory was at once 

attacked by ::\Iessrs. .-\shburner and 
Chance of the Pennsylvania Geological 
Survey, but Dr. White put forth such a 
vigorous battle, aided as he was by Dr. 
Edward Orton, State Geologist of 
Ohio, that opposition was soon silenced 
and the scientific \\ orld accepted the 
theory as demonstrated. 

Dr. White started in life without a 
very large share of the world's goods, 
but to-day is regarded as one of the 
leading men in the financial circles of 
the State. 

R. W. McWILLIAMS. 

R W. :\lcWILLI.-\:\IS, clerk of 

the Circuit and Criminal courts of 
Cabell County, "'est \'irginia, since 
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1896, wa 
County, 
and is a s 
( Bailey) 

54 It1 Harris 
West Virgin 

in and Elizab 
The :\IcW 

iams fa g ed in Irela 
from which country came John :\lc
\Villiams and wife, grandparents, in 

the early part of the 19th century. 
They located as. pioneers in the Shen-
andoah jamin ~Ic\v 

lams rem Taylor COUI 

abont IS the Civil W 
he was a 1. In that c 
Aict he entered the service of the 
'Cnited States gO\'ernment under Cap
tain Ransom, as brigade wagon
master, and was killed in 1863. aged 
only 35 years Hi" wife was a 
daughter my Bailey, 

Virginia, 
some yea 
bers of tl 

eath took pI 

stlrvi"ing me 
Ie from our s 

ject, are: IIezekiah B.. a locomoti,-e 
engineer in Texas: and Agnes. wife 
of C. P. Sincel. of Grafton. Taylor 
County, West Virginia. 

:\1 r. entered into 
acti"e btl hile still you 
beginning or the Raltim 
& Ohio Piedmont. \\ 
Yirginia. remained s( 
years and later followed railroad con
tracting in the \Vest. In 1RR7 he lo
cated at I-IlIntinhrton and was there en-

n the clothi 
nder the tim 

until 
.B. 

iams & Comp 'he 
cted to his ition 
o years of se y lerk. 

In 1875 Mr. :\-IcWilliams married 
Elma V. Lock, daughter of John 
Lock of Taylor County, \Vest Vir
ginia, and they have mired a family 

1t children. asant 
residence is the 
n neutral str ting-
'hey belong gre-

gatJonal Church. Fraternally, ~Ir. 

),[cWilliams is associated with the 
Odd Fellows, National Union ami 
Elks. 

LARD F. well 
architect of t heel-
st Virginia, i f the 
Giesey & Fa rship 

that had its beginning m 1899. He 
was bom in \\'heeling, September 9, 
1RSO, an<l is a son of Valentine and 
Adeline Giesey. 

entine Giesey 
s born in \Ve 

liv-
oun-

nsylvania. H born 
-land, and die They 
the parents wing 

nine children: ),liIlard F.; Charles E., 
deceased; "-illiam H .. a carpenter re
siding in Wheeling': :\Iary E., wife of 
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Harry Turner, an engineer in the glass 
plant at Bridgeport; James H., of 
Wheeling; Edward, a carpenter of 
"'heeling; John L., a contractor of 
Wheeling; Thomas G., a bricklayer of 
Steubenville, Ohio; and Albert V., a 
carpenter who makes his home in 
Wheeling. 

~Iillard F. Giesey attended the pub
lic schools of his native city, and then 
pursued the study of architecture at 
home. He practiced his profession for 
six years, and designed a number of 
fine buildings in \Vheeling and tlmmgh
out the State. In July, 1899, he formed 
a partnership with F. F. Faris, who 
hears an excellent reputation as an 
architect, and the firm of Giesey & , 
Faris has been a prosperous one from 
its beginning. They have offices at 
Kos. 11 and 12 ~fasonic Temple, and 
command a high class of patronage. 

7'.£1". Giesey was joined in marriage, 
on 7'.Iay 22, 1879, with l\Iargaret E. 
McAdam, who was born September 25. 

1859, and is a daughter of James at1l1 
Alice V. ~fcAdam. Four children have 
been born to them, one of whom is liv
ing, Earl 1\1., who was born Novem
ber 29, 1884. They are members of 
the Fourth Street ~\Iethodist Episcopal 
Church. ~f r. Giesey is a member of 
Wheeling Lodge. Xo. 9, 1. O. O. F.; 
Wheeling Lodge, Xo. 4. A. F. & A. 

1\1.; Wheeling Cnion Chapter, No. I, 

R. A. 1\1.; Cyrene Commandery, No. 
7, K. T.; and Osiris Temple. A. A. O. 
N. M. S. In politics. the subject of this 
sketch supports the Republican party. 

WILLIAM A. HESLEt'. M. D. 

WILLIAM A. HESLEP, M. D., 
a prominent physician of St. Albans, 
Kanawha County. \Vest Virgina, was 
Ix)m in Raleigh County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, .\ugust 31, 1857, and 
is a son of Alexander Jackson and 
~fary E. (Ross) Helset}, hoth natives 

of Virginia. 
Alexander Jackson Heslep was a 

well known citizen of Raleigh County 
where he follo\\'e(\ the carpenter trade 
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through all his active life. In 1868 he A. ~1ahood, who was born in Giles 
moved to Fayette County and resided 
there until his death, in 1883, at the age 
,of 65 years. His widow, a native of 
Montgomery County, Virginia, sur
vived him some years, dying in 1899, 
aged 72. She was a member of the 
l\lethodist Church. 

Dr. Heslep was the eldest son of his 
parents' family of se\'en children. He 
was educated in the schools of his na
ti\'e locality and under his father's in
struction became a skilled carpenter, 
working at the trade some 18 years. 
In boyhood he had cherished the ambi
tion of becoming a physician and the 
inclination continued with him through 
all his early manhood. Finally he de
cided to cnter upon the study of medi
cine. settling to it seriously in 1888. 
In I~91 he matriculated at Vanderbilt 
l."ni\·ersity at Xasll\'iIIe, Tennessee, and 
he was therc graduated in I 8~2, with 
his l11e(lical degree. Dr. Heslep lo
cated first for practice at Fayettc\'ille, 
rel11O\'cd then to Gauley Bridge and 
cnntinned there for five years, succeed
ing \'Cry satisiactorily in his profes
sion. ~ince ~Iarch, l~yR, he has been 
located at St. . \Ibans and there com
mands a good share of public patronage 
and has hecome widely known for his 
-careful study oi his cases. 

In I~R2 Dr. Heslep marrie(l Cora 

County, Virginia, and three children 
have been born to them, namely: John 
Kenneth, ~Iarjorie Cora and Frank 
\Vysor. Politically, the Doctor is a 
stanch Democrat. He belongs to La
fayette Lodge, Xo. 57. A. F., & .\. ~L, 
and Ivanhoe Lodge, Xo. 71, K. of P., 
of St. Albans, West Virginia. He is 
also a valued member of the Kanawha 
~redical Association. The religious 
connection of the family is with thc 
Baptist Church. 

HON. OEOROE C. STUROISS. 

BOX. GEORCiE C. STCRGISS, 
who for many years has been one of 

\Yest \'irginia's hest known and most 
popular men, is a lawyer who has at-
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Episcopal Church, which has received 
many benefactions from him and his 
excellent wife. He is chairman of the 
board of trustees now building a new 
church that will cost when completefl 
o\'t~r $ I oo,()(X). 

He is now the owner and con troll . 
ing spirit of the llf orgall/owl! Post, the 
leading daily and weekly Republican 
paper in the l\lonongahela Valley, and 
is identified with every movement look
ing to the advance of the material pros
perity of the city and valley where he 
has spent over 40 years of his Ii fe. 

CHARLES R. McNUTT. 

CHARLES R. ::\fcNUTT, one of 
the leading attorneys and successful 
husiness citizens of Princeton, \ Vest 

Virginia, was born in 1854 at Prince
ton, and is a son of Dr. Robert Blaine 
and Ellen E. (Peck) ::\'fcK utt. 

The McNutt family is of Scotch
Irish descent and John Mc~utt, the 
earliest known ancestor, \vas a native 
and resident of Scotland. A part of 
the family removed to County Donegal, 
Ireland, and from that point a John 
Mc~ utt, son of Alexander and Jane 
~IcN utt, emigrated in 1745 and settled 
in Orange (now Rockbridge) County, 
Virginia, on the Korth Ri\'er. John 
McNutt married Katherine Anderson, 

and their son William was born April 
16, 1774. In 1806 the latter married 
Elizabeth Grigsby, born l\larch 10, 

1776 and they li\'ecl in Rockbridge 
County where he was a man highly 
regarded and a ruling elder in the 
Preshyterian Church. 

Dr. Robert Blaine l\lc~utt. tht' 
father of our subject, was born Febru

ary 19, 1814, and died in 1894. He 
was one of the best known and 1110st 
respected men of his section, and fo\' 
years was the only physician accessible 
to l\Iercer and :McDowell counties. He 

spent a few years at Blacksburg. Vir
ginia. after graduating at Richmond 
College. ::\Iany leading families of Vir
ginia-the Grigsbys, the Glasgo\\"s. the 
~fcC orkles and the Greenless-were 
his kindred and GO\'ernor McXutt of 
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l\lississippi belonged to the same stock. 
The mother of our subject was born in 
Giles County, Virginia, a daughter of 
John Peck, a stanch \\"hig and man of 
affairs in his locality. Five children 
were horn to Dr. and :\lrs. :\lcXutt, 
namely: John \V., a druggist of St. 

OR. ROBERT BLAINE McNUTT. 

Louis. ~Iissouri, married Jennie Black; 
Dr. Joseph P .. a physician at Princeton, 
married Jennie .-\dair; Josephine. born 
in ) ~45, died in 1862; Charles R.; 
and Juanita. the wi fe of G. B. Sinclair 
of Charlottes\'ille. \'irginia. 

The suhject of this sketch was 
reared in :\[ercer County amI completed 
hi~ education at Emory and Henry Col
kge. I lis study of the law was with 
Capt. John .\. Douglass at Princeton, 

:\lercer County, and he was admitted 
to practice in 1889. being for some 
time a partner of Captain Douglass. 
From 1873, for 12 years, he was in the 
county clerk's office, six years as deputy 
and six years as clerk. ~Ir. :\IcX utt 
has so many business interests at pres
ent that he does not confine himself to 
the practice of his profession. He 
owns two fine farms near Princeton 
which he de\'otes to stock raising, allli 
his home is one of the handsomest in 
Princeton. 

In 1883 :\Ir. :\IcXutt married Em
ma B. Barnes, daughter of Rev, Will
iam H. Barnes, of the :\Iethodist Epis
copal Church South. She was reared 
in the old and aristocratic city of X or
folk, Virginia. The five children of 
this union are: Roberta, \Villiam B., 
Charles R., Jr., Juanita, Joe Dougla~s, 
their ages ranging from 19 to IO years. 
:\Ir. ~lcXt1tt has been a lifelong Demo
crat, and, notwithstanding the fact that 
his county and State, in recent years, 
ha\'e hecome overwhelmingly Repuhli
can. he still adheres to his principles. 

BOX. nEXJA~IIX ST .. \XTOX, 
lawyer and statesman, was born at 
~r()unt Pleasant, Ohio, June 4. 180<). 
amI <lied at Wheeling, \Y est Yirginia, 

June 2, 1872. 
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ways ready to devote his time and labor 
to the discharge of whatever duty his 
fellow citizens imposed upon him. It 
has been our fortune to differ with him, 
hoth politically and upon many ques
tiuns of local importance, and to know 
how great an influence he wielded and 
what a strong hold he hacl upon the 
public mind. His private character 
was above reproach. He has been for 
many years a member of the ~Iethodist 
Church and in all the social relations 
Df life has enjuyed the warm friendship 
of all who knew him. Kind hearted, 
generous, affable and courteous, he had 
attached to himself hosts of friends and 
wa') admired nu less for his brilliant 
talents than for his estimable qualities 
as a man. The death of such a man 
is always a public calamity, ancl we feel 
sure that we but express the sentiment 
()f the entire community when we say 
that withuut distinction or exception 
the citizens of Wheeling mourn his 
death. From the midst of his acti\'ity 
;\I1el his usefulness he has passed away, 

lea\-ing behind him the perfume of '1 

well spent life and the commendation 

of his fellow men." 
:\[ r. Stanton left surviving him a 

widow, who died ~Iay 16, 1886, a 
daughter of Mrs. ::\Iary Stanton Alli
son (the wife of his law partner), who 
(lied Octoher 13. 1899, and two sons, 

James D. and Frank, who still reside 
in \Vheeling. Another son (Capt, 
Alexander H. Stanton) had died short
ly he fore his father's demise, leaving 
a widow and one son (Edwin L.), who 
are still Ii ,-ing. 

RT_ REV_ DANIEL O·CONNER. 

RT. RE\-_ D.\X[EL O'CO~~ER, 
pastor of the Church of the Immaculate 

Conception. at Clarkslmrg. Harrison 
County, \\'cst Virginia, was horn 
:\Iarch 27. 1X33. in St. Johns, Kew 
Brunswick. and is a son of Bemanl and 
Sally (:\IcLaughlin) O'Conner, ",htl 
came to the l'nited States in I X40 • 

They located at Hancock, :\Iorgan 
County, Virginia, now \Vest Virginia, 
where they li,-e(l until 1841 and then re
mO\'eel to Doe Gully Tunnell, :\Iorgan 
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HON. COLONEL ELLSWORTH RUDESILL. 

H 0 N. COL 0 X E L ELL S
WORTH RUDESILL, member of 
the House of Delegates of the \Vest 
Virginia Legislature from Kanawha 
County, a prominent merchant of 
Charleston, of which city he is the 
present mayor, and the senior member 
of the firm of Rudesill & ~Ieade, deal
ers both wholesale and retail in fine 
imported and domestic china and glass
ware, was born in Akron, Ohio. His 
parents, C. J. and Frances (Bentley) 
Rudesill, were also born in Ohio. C. J. 
Rudesill is a prominent resident of 
Shandon, Ohio. 

Colonel Ellsworth Rudesill at-

tended the common and high schools of 
his native place and then took a busi
ness conrse in a commercial college. 
He later accepted a clerical position 
with the Upson Coal Company, of 
Shawnee, Ohio, with whom he re
mained one year, and then engaged in 
a musIc business with Hamilton 

I Brothers, of Springfield, Ohio. In 
I R84, in association with his father, he 
embarked in a crockery and queens-

I ware business at Gallipolis, Ohio, un
der the firm style of C. J. Rudesill & 
Son, which partnership continued in 
that town for about four years. In 
1~89 they removed to Charleston, and 
established a successful business in the 
same line, which continued until 1901, 

when the senior member retired from 
thi'S firm and C. H. Meade was admit
ted to partnership. This house is one 
of the largest of its kind in the State, 
and the stock carried is complete in 
every particular. The business is lo
cated at !\o. 65 Capitol street, where 
the three-story structure is fitted v.·ith 
all modern improvenlents and conven
iences. The dimensions of the building 
are 30 by 100 feet with basement; a 
stock room at !\o. 67 Capitol street is 
made use of in the growing wholesale 
business. 

1\J r. Rudesill has been a prominent 
member of the Republican party for 
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a number of years, and since the iall 
of 1900 has ably represented Ka
nawha County as a member of the 
Home of Delegates. He was the Re
publican candidate for mayor of 
Charleston, at the city election held 
l\larch 9, 1903, and was elected. He 
has filled a nmllber of responsible State 
offices and is director of the Asylum 
for Incurables. at Huntington, \Vest 
Virginia. 
with the 
Elks. 

Fraternally he is associate.d 
Knights of Pythias and the 

':AME:i r::. LAMBERT. 

J.\:\IES E. L.\:\IBERT. manager 
of the company store of the Crozier 
Coal & Coke Company, at Elkhorn, 
~lcDO\"e11 County. \\'est Yirginia, was 

born in 1872 in Philadelphia, Pennsyl
vallJa. He is a son of Louis and Ad
rianna A. (:\Iartin) Lambert, the form
er of whom was born in the Isle of St. 
Kitts, France, and died in 1898. age<1 
72 years. For many years he was a 
successful merchant but had li,'ed a re
tired life for some time before his death. 
His wife was born in Philadelphia. 
and died in 1898, aged S6 years. Both 
parents were consistent members of the 
Roman Catholic Church. They reared 
a family of six sons and six daughters. 

James E. Lambert secured an ex
cellent education in the public schools 
of Philadelphia. In 1898 he became a 
clerk for the Xorfolk & \\'estern Rail
way Company at Bluefield, "'cst Vir
ginia, and six months later entered the 
employ of the Xunan & Carr Lumber 
Company, as manager at Vivian, re
maining in that connection four years. 
He then went for the same firm in the 
same capacity to Tug River, :\IcDowell 
County, and remained there about one 
year, accepting then his present posi
tion as manager of the company store 
for the Crozier Coal & Coke Company 
at Elkhorn. ~l r. Lambert has provc<l 
his capacity in every position he has 
held. an(1 enjoys the confidence of his 
employers. In politics he is independ
ent. Religiously he belongs to the 
Roman Catholic Church. 
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HON. JOHN W. ENClLlSH. 

JIOX. JOllX W. EX(;USH, 
who jor a numher of years was a mem
ber of the Supreme Court of ;\ ppeals 
of \\"est Yirginia. and who is now a 
leading l11('mber / If the bar. in practice 
at P.)int Pleasant. ~Iason County. was 

hnrn in u~,B in Jackson County, Yir
ginia. n0\\' \\'est Yirginia. 

Job English. his father. was of 
English origin and a nati\'e of Yirgin
ia. He nnrried ~Iary "'arth. who was 
a daughter of John \\'arth. who was 
the oldest magistrate in Jackson Coun

ty. and who. according to the then 
reae\ing of the law. hecame the first 
<;heriff. It was at his house that the 

first sessioll of court was held. Dur

ing the late "thirties," Job English 

wife settlee) in Kanawha County, Vir
ginia, no\\' \\' est Virginia. He was a 

member of the great salt manufactur
ing firm of English & Warth. in the 
Kana w ha \' aJley. For a number of 
year,; he represented and was employed 

by the Kanawha Salt Company. who 
made large shipments of their prOlluct 
down the Ohio and ::'Ilississippi ri"ers 
by way of flatboats. ::'Ilr. English was 

a trusted and experienced business 
man. Both he and his wife made the 
Kanawha "aJley their home thruugh 
life. 

It was in this hOl11e that Judge 
English spent his days from childhood 
to manh()()(l. lIe obtaine(1 his primary 

education at ~lctlden. and at the age of 
J 6 years was placed in the lIIinois l' ni
\'ersity, at Jacksonville, where he re

mained and complete(1 a fi"e-years' 
COllrse in the classics. In IHS3 he be
gan the stndy of law under pri"ate pre
ceptors. lawyers. thus gaining a prac
tical and useful experience. .\ iter two 
~'ears oi study he was admitted to the 

. Virginia bar, locating at Point Pleas-

ant after recei "ing his license. There 
he for11lecl a partnership with Henry 
]. Fisher, which continued until the 

opening of the Ci,·il "'ar. Judge En
glish c,mtinue(1 his pri\'ate practice un-

Digitized by Google 



560 MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 

til 1889. appearing before the courts of 
Mason and adjacent counties. but in the 
fall election of 1888 as the Democratic 
candidate he was chosen a member of 
the Supremc Court of Appeals, for a 
telm of 12 years. His success was a 
flattering one and he took his seat on 
the hench in January, 18R9. The close 
of his judicial administration found 
him a popular jurist and he has car
ried that approhation of the public with 
him into his private practice. 

In 1862 Judge English was mar
ried to Fanny C. Lewis of ~Iason 

County. \Yest Yirginia. 

THOMAS CONDIT MILLER. 

TIIO~I.\S COXDIT ~IILLER. 

State Superintendent of Free Sch(lols 
of \\'est Yirg-illia. and editor of the 

1Vest T'irgillia School Jourl/ol, is one 
of the leading cducators of the State 
and a man of scholarly attainments as 
well as of good business capacity. Pro
fessor :\1 iller was born at Fairmont, 
Yirginia, now \\'est \'irginia, July 19, 
1848, and is a son of William E. and 
r\"ancy J. Miller, residents of Fairmont, 
hoth of whom yet survive. 

Our subject recei\'ed his early edu
cational training in private schools in 
his dcinity, and under the inspiring 
teaching of Dr. William R. White, who 
afterward became the first State Super
intendent of Free Schools: hut the 
troubles incident to the Civil \Yar in
terrupted his schooling, and in the last 
year of the war, when only 16, he en
listed for service in Company E. 7th 
Reg., \Yest Yirginia \'01. Inf., and 
served as sergeant until July 10. I R6S, 
when he was honorahly discharged. 
He then resumed his studies and alter

nated the same with teaching, upon 
which work he entered in ~()\'emher, 

1867. A fter its organization. Profes
sor :\1 iller hecame a student at the Fair
mont State ~ormal School. where he 
continued until 1873, completing the 
prescribed course under Dr. J. G. 
Blair, a most helpful instructor. and 
ha\'ing spent one year under Prof. J. C. 
(;ilchri"t. who hart graduated at Anti
och College. llllder Horace :\Jann. He 
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u11lon four children h:l\'e been born: 
Archie H., Dwight E., Dana Paul and 
Pauline. 

.f.\~[ ES REED, c.)tl11ty clerk of 

Clay County. \\'c!"t Yirginia. and en
gagcd cxtensi\"t~ly in the merClntile ant! 
lumher 11l1 .. ines,.; at Clay Court House, 
was horn June X. 1W15. at :\lic!(lIecreek, 
Clay County. I Ie is a son of Solomon 
anc! Sarah (X ell) Reec1. the latter of 
whom was a daughter of Jeremiah 
::\ea1. and of Dutch (lescent. 

:'.1 r. Reed was reare(} and educated 
in Clay County. and has heen engage(} 
in mercantile pursuits and extensively 
interestc<i in the IUlllher Imsiness all his 

life. In politics he has always been one 
of the acti\'e Repuhlicans of his locality. 
On :\,o\'ember 4. H)02, he was elected, 
for a six years tenll, county clerk of 
Clay County and has efficiently per

formed the cluties of the office. He has 
also been a notary public for a long 
period. 

On December 27, 1888. :'.Ir. Reed 

was united in marriage with Carrie 

\\'heeler, who is a daughter of Edward 
B. and Sarah ~ Hamrick) \ \'heeler. 
They have two chilclren,-Edwanl R., 
horn :'.Iarch IS, 1891; and \'era. b()rn 

XO\'ember 15, 1895. The family be
long to the :'.Iethodist Church. 

Fraternally :'.1 r. Reed is an Od(l 
Fellow. belonging to Pisgah Lodge. 
Xo, 180. of which he has heen treas
urer for ye.lrs, He is one of the hDnest, 
upright anc! prog-re!"si ,'e men of hi.; 
comll1t1nity and enjoys the esteem I)f 
all who know him, 

\\,ILLL\:\I F, STIFEL. a mem
her of the firm of J. L. Stifel & Sons, 
printers of calico. is one of the repre
"ciltati,'c citizens of \\'heeling. "'est 
Yirginia. IJe was horn in \\'heeling, 
in 1~~O. anc! is a SOil of J. L. Stife!' 

J. L. Stifel was horn in Germany, 
where he managec! a print works for a 
numher oi Years. In 1834 he came to 
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interest m all enterprises which tend 
to ad\'ance the prosperity of the city 
in which he lives. 

ORANT P. HALL. 

GRAXT P. H.-\LL, one of thl' 
prominent citizens and a leading attor
ney of Charleston. \\'est Virginia, was 
born in Roane County. \Yest Virginia, 
December 2T. 18o.=;. his parents. \\'i!l
iam and Isahelle Hall, being nati\'es of 
Harri<;on and :\Icmroe counties. respec

ti\'ely. 
:\1 r. Hall recei\'ed his education in 

the common schools of his nati\'e coun
ty, supplemented hy a normal course at 
the Ohio \Yesleyan Cni\'ersity and 
:Marshall College. Huntington. from 

which latter institution he was grad
uated with honor in 1889. Ha\'ing 
fully qualified himself by his educa
tional training and having recei\'ed a 
teacher's certificate, he began. at the 
early age of 16 years to teach country 
schools in Kanawha and Clay counties, 
and continued in this occupation until 
1893, He was then elected county su
perintendent of schools by 500 vote.; 
over J. B. \Vhittington, and sen'ed as 
such for two years. During his term 
in this capacity, he prepared himself 
for the legal profession, He was ad
mitted to the bar in 1895 and imme
diately entered into practice, 

At the end of one year, during 
which period he gained an honorable 
position and lucrative business, his par
ty nominated him for clerk of the Cir
cuit Court of Kanawha County, to 
which position he was elected for a 
term of six years hy more than 2,000 

\'otes o\'er his Democratic opponent, 
thus attesting his great popularity and 
the high esteem in which he is helll by 

the people. 
After his expiration of his term of 

office, :\1 r. Hall formed a partnership 
with Capt. S. B. .-his and the combina
tion is a strong one. making the ahlest 
law firm in the Great Kanawha Valley. 
For a number of years he has taken 
a prominent part in politics and is chair-
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man of the Republican Senatorial Com
mittee for the Kanawha district. 

On November 15, 1895. Mr. Hall 
was married to Anna Steel of :\Iinne
apolis, :\linnesota, and these children 
have been born to this union: Lucille. 
Frank, Harry Avis, Grant P., Jr., and 
Helen S., deceased. ~Ir. Hall is fra
ternally associated with Glen Elk 
Lodge, I. O. O. F., and Kenka Lodge, 
Knights of Pythias. The Halls oc
cupy a pleasant and attractive home in 
Charleston and are held in high favor 
by many friends and acquaint:mces. 

WILLIAM WELLINOTON HUOHES. 

WILLlrUl 'YELLI~GTO~ 
HCGHES, member of the law firm of 
Rucker, Anderson & Hughes. and a 
well known citizen of 'Velch. ~Ic-

Dowell County, West Virginia, was 
born in Lewis County, \Vest Virginia, 
in 1873. He is a son of Henry F. and 
Virginia (Hall) Hughes, both of 
whom were also born in what is now 
West Virginia. 

Henry F. Hughes was born in 
Lewis County in J 8.4-0, and is still en
gaged in farming in his native locality. 
During the Civil War, he served from 
186 I to 1865 as a member of the 39th 
Reg., Ohio Vol. Inf. In politics he 
is a Republican. In religious faith he 
is a :Methodist. The mother of our 
subject was born in 1845 in Harrison 
County. They had a family of seven 
children born to-them, namely: Charles 
S., a minister of the :\lethodist Church, 
located at 'Vakefield, Nebraska; :\Jary 
B., wife of Homer Paugh, of Harrison 
County, \Vest Virginia; Byron, de
ceased; William Wellington; Viola; 
C ora, deceased; and Alice. The family 
belong to the )lethodist Episcopal 
Church. 

)Ir. Hughes attended the local 
schools and then the 'Vest Virginia 
Conference Seminary, at Buckhannon, 
and later the 'Vest Virginia University 
at :'Iorgantown. He engaged in teach
ing for four years and during one 
year was a teacher in the 'Veston High 
Schoo!. After completing his course 
at the Lniversity, where he received 
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his LL. B. degree, he began the practice 
.of the law at \Veston, where he re

mained 10 months. In June, 1901, he 
located at Welch, associating himself 
with Edgar P. Rucker, ex-Attorney 
General of the State, and Luther C. 
Anderson, forming the firm of Rucker, 
Anderson & Hughes, a leading one in 
the locality. 

In politics ::\Ir. Hughes is a Re
publican and takes an active interest 
in puhlic matters. His ability is recog
nized and the firm to which he belongs 
is prominent in all the important liti

.g-ation of the vicinity. 

COL. JOHN D. HEWITT. 

COL. JOHX D. HE\\'ITT, a 
"prominent coal operator of the Flat
Top tield, residing at Bramwell. ::\lercer 

County, is a gentleman widely known 
'throughout West Virginia, and at the 

present time is on the staff of GO\'er
nor A. B. White. 

Colonel Hewitt was born in Lan
castershire, England, but was a child 
when his parents moved to this country, 
and located in Pennsyh'ania, where his 
father engaged in coal mining. Our 
subject was reared in Pennsylvania and 
commenced work in the mines at the 
early age of 10 years. He continued 
to follow that occupation there until 
1885, in December of which year ht 
came to \Vest Virginia. For six years 
prior to his remO\'al he had conducted 
a wholesale and retail lumher and 
coal business, and in this state he 
started the Buckeye Coal & Coke 
Company, of which he is the presiden~ 
and general manager. The business 
of the company has steadily and rapid

Iv increased until it is one of the 
I • 

, most important operating in the Flat-
Top field, ::\Ir. Stephenson of Roa
noke, Virginia, is vice-president of the 
company, and his son, \\r. C. Stephen
son, js secretary amI treasurer, The 

general offices of the concern are at 
Freeman, ::\lercer County, where is 
locatec) the store conducted hy the 
company. The Buckeye Coal & Coke 
Company has 1,000 acres of leased 
land ncar Freeman, operates 180 

Digitized by Google 









570 MEN OF WEST VIRGe,IA 

responsihility of administering chloro
form to an uncle of ] ames ~IcCourt
ney, who was obliged to undergo an 
operation on the arm. This operation 
by Dr. Frissell. successfully done with 
the assistance of Dr. Todd and the 
elder Hullihen, was followed by many 
others in which chloroform and ether 
were used. Dr. \Vingerter was for 
many ye3rs the recognized expert and 
the preferred ancestheti7.er because of 
his skill and judgment in the use of 
what were then new and humane but 
also fearful and <hngerous agents. 

HON. CHARLES BROOKS HOARD. 

IIO~. CH.\RLES BROOK~ 

HO.\RD. whose death occurred at 
Ceredo. '\'est \·irginia. on XO\'emher 
20. I 8~(). was horn at Springfield, Yer

mont. January 28, 1805. The fami-

Iy, according to its early records, is 
descended from Norman stock which 
accompanied 'Villiam the Conqueror in 
his subjugation of England in the 

11th century; early in the 12th cen
tury it is known to have possessed large 
holdings in England, Wales and Ire
land. The American ancestor was a 

London banker who with his wife and 
children reached Boston, ~Iassachu

setts, in 1635. He dying soon after, 
his family removed to Braintree (now 
Quincy), :Vlassachusetts, and there the 
widow died in 1661. 

In 1821, at the age of 16, Charle:; 
Brooks Hoard we11t to Antwerp, Xew 
York. where his older brothers In<: 
preceded him and were engage<l in 
husiness. He was in the land office 
of ~lr. Parish for some time at Parish
,·ille. and then. haying returned to . \nt

werp. hegan to learn watch repairing: 
this business he mastered. after which 
he accepted a position in :\r r. Parish' s 
land office at . \ntwerp. In I 828 h~ 
marrie<l Susan Heald. daughter of 
Danitl and. \nna He1ld. While with 
\1 r. Parish he was elected a justice of 
the peace. an(1 was re-elected for sever
al year,; after he was out of the land 
office. He also held the office of post
master at . \nt\\'erp under hoth Jackson 
and YanBuren. In 1837 he was elect
ed a memher of the General .\ssembly 
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mO\'ed with his family from 1\ ew York Pennsyh'ania, The mother died )'Iay 
to Ceredo in 1876. and S. Floyd Hoare! 17, 1899. 
who removed to Ceredo in the fall of 
1871, are weIl known residents of 
Ceredo, ha"ing been associated ",.it\] 
their father during his life. and togeth
er since his death. in the management 
of their landed interests in Ceredo and 
'Vayne County. 

S, M, NEASE, 

S, ~l. X E. \SE. president ()f the 
Frank Glass Conipany of Wellshurg. 
Brooke County, '\'est Virginia, and 
one of the town's substantial and rep
resentati,'e citizens. \\'as h()rn ~larch 5. 
1868, in Pittshurg. Pennsylvania. and 
is a son of H. B. and Jane Ole Elroy) 
K ease, both of ",h()m were born in 

The Nease family is an old one on 
. \merican soil and one member dis
tinguished himself in the 'Var of the 
Revolution. Hannan X ease. the great
grandfather, was born on the first isl
and in the Susquehanna Ri,'er, hel()\\' 
Harrishurg, He learnfd the carpellter 
trade at Germantown. Pennsylvania, 
and secured work on the repairing of 
Fort Duquesne, rlri"ing to Pittsburg 
with a four-horse team in order to 
reach his destination. He made Pitts
burg his home and there his son Da"id 
was born and engaged for a long pe
riod in a sawmill business in comhina
tion with boat huilding. Both Da "id 
X ease and his father died in :\lIegheny 
City. Pennsyh'ania, the latter at the 
age of 84 years and the former aged 

67 years. 
H. B. Kease, father of our subject, 

was horn in Steuhenville, Ohio, and 
for a long period was successfully en
gaged in an extensive lumher husiness 
:n Pittshurg and at Saginaw, ~[ich:, 

gan. He now li,·es. retired from 1C

ti "ity. in ". ellshurg and is financially 
interested in the glass husiness, His 
family consisted of five children. name
Iv: Clara, deceased; )'fary Emma; 
Da"id A, president of the C()al Ri,'er 
Coal Comanp)"; Anna Dell. wife of 
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Benjamin :Moore of Chicago; and S. 
1\1., of this sketch. 

S. M. Nease spent his boyhood in 
the busy city of Pittsburg and there 
received an excellent education. His 
business instincts were developed with 
his father in the lumber business, and 
he did much traveling through :\Iich
igan in the interests of the same busi
ness. In 1899 he moved to \ \' ellsburg 
to engage in the glass business, secnr·. 
ing a controlling interest in the Eraul<. 
Glass Company, which was incorpor
ated in 1896, with :\lr. Xease, presi
dent and treasurer (since 1892); 11. 
D. Galhreath of Saline, Ohio, as secre
tary; and James Frank, of \\' ellsburg, 
vice-president and manager. They are 
the exclusive manufacturers of :\ley
er's patent closure device for jars, etc .. 
an arrangement by which the can cal~ 

be made air-tight without the rubber , 
coming in contact with the contents of 
the C~lI. I t is the only all-glass can in 
the market. The house makes a spe
cialty of presen·ers· and packers' glass
ware. and they give employment to 
ahout 200 men. In the spring of '903. 
the X ea"e-~leyer Glass Cumpany was I 

incorporated. It is plannecl to bllilrl 
a large factory at \\'eston. ,,'est Vir
ginia. which will be in operation by 
Septemher I. 1903. Employment will 
he gi,·en to ah.)tlt 250 persons. 

On June 14, 1892. Mr. Kease was 
united in marriage with Katherine E. 
Perrine. of Pittsburg, and their two 
children are: Sarah Josephine and 
Samuel 2'11., Jr. :\lr. ~ease has other 
business interests, one of these being 
the :Monarch J ron & Steel Company 
of Parkersburg, of which corporation 
he is president. He is a young man 
of great business ability and is well 
and widely known in his section of the 
State. 

FRANK LESLIE BEARDSLEY. 

FR.\XK LESLIE BE.\RDS
LEY. attorney-at-law. coroner of 
Kanawha County. \Yest \'irginia, and 
one of the most prominent anel in-
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fluential cItIzens of Charleston, was 
born in GaIIia County, Ohio, May 2 I, 

1864. He is a son of H. J. and Eliza 
(Roach) Beardsley, both of whom 
were natives of Ohio. The elder ~Ir. 
Beardsley followed fanning in his na
ti\'e State during the greater portion 
of his life. Our subject's mother died 

in 1900. 

Frank Leslie Beardsley was reared 
in his nati\'e IOCJ.lity, attended the com
mon schools ano graduated with credit 
from the Gallipolis High School, in 
June, J 883, later taking a three

year course in the Ohio \ \' esleyan C ni
\·ersity. He then began the study of 
the law with White & Hulcomh, at 
Gallipolis amI then entere(1 the law de
partment of the l-ni\-ersity of Virgin
ia. at Charlottes\'ille. Remaining ther~ 
hut one term, he then went to the Cin
cinnati Law School where he was 
graduated in IR88. In the S"lme year 
he was admitted to the har of Ohio 
and practicell at Gallipolis until Janu

ary J. 1 ~~9. when he remm'ed to 
Charleston, \ Vest Vi rginia. Since be- ' 
coming a resident of that city. ~Ir. 

Beardsley has enjoyed grati fying suc
ce"s and follows a general line of prac
tice. In J 896 he was appointed coron
er of Kanawha County and is also the 

efficient commissioner of accounts. re
ceiving both offices from the County 

Court. In politics Mr. Beardsley is 
a Republican. 

On the 16th of June, 1886, at Gal
lipolis. Ohio. ~I r. Beardsley marrier! 
Eliza S. Dove. who is a daughter of 

Co\. David Dm'e .. and a descendant of 
a highly respected family of that lo
cality. The four children horn to this 

unIon were: Julia D .. Frances J .. 
Elise. deceased. and Dwid D. Both 
~I r. and ,\f rs. lkmlsley belong to the 
Kanawha Preshyterian Church. 

GE\Jf,CE ADA ........ 

GEORGE .\D.\:\IS. who is promi
nently identified with various husiness 
enterprises of \\'heeling. has been a 
resident of that city since J RS2. and 
now makes his home at Pleasant Val-
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Dr. Clelland was reared in Marion 
County and was educated in the scho)l" 
of his vicinity, finishing in the Fairmont 
High School. His medical training 
was obtained in the College of Physi
cians and Surgeons, Baltimore. ::\Iary
land, and in Starling Medical College, 
Columbus, Ohio; he was graduated 
from the latter institution in 1882. He 

settled then in \\'allace. Harrison Coun' 
ty, West Virginia. remaining there in 
practice for 12 years and then removed 
to Bristol. Harrison County, for a short 
time, later to ,rest L"nion. Doddridge 
County, and in I&}I located at Jackson
hurg. where he has enjoyed a lucrath'e 
practice e\'er since. 

In 188.~ Dr. Clelland married Alice 
Rollinson. of \ \' allace. \\' est Virgilli~, 

who died one year later. H is second 
marriag-e was to Hattie Lynch. also of 
""albee. anc! the four chil(lren born to 
thi<; ·lInion ;1re: ""alter Ramsey, :\lary, 
.\ .. Bertie anc! Isaac H .. all at home. 

Dr. Clelland is a \"alued lI1emher of 
the Harrison County :\1 edical "ociety. 
of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad As
sociation of Snrgeons. and is !'urgeon 
at Jacksonlmrg for the Baltimore & 
Ohio road. In politics he is a very ard
ent and enthusiastic Democrat. In 
h.lth social and professional life. Dr. 
Clelland is most highly esteemed in 
Jachsonhurg anri ,·icinity. 

ADAM B. LI r TLEPAGE. 

:\D:\:\1 B. LITTLEP.\GE. a 

prominent attorney-at-law of Charles
ton. ". est Yirginia, was born in Ka
na wha Cuunty. Yirginia, now \ \' est 
'"irginia .. \pril q. 1~59. and is a son 
of .\dam and i{ebecca T. (\\'00(l) 

Littlepage. the former a nati \'e of 
(;reenhrier COllnty, and the latter uf 
Kanawha County. 

The Littlepage family is of French
Scotch extraction. .\dam Littlep3ge, 
the father of our suhject. settled near 
K;Jnawha Saline and there hllilt salt 
works and engaged in contracting in 
1840. He removed to Kanawha Two
::\Iile in IS-f.7. settled on a farm and en
gaged in merchandising and speculat
ing in that vicinity. :\t the outhreak 
of the Civil \\' ar he was in in(lependent 
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efforts and he is widely known both 

in the criminal and the civil courts. 

His legal sen-ices have been retained in 

some of the most important cases in the 

\\'est Virginia courts. He was the at

torney of the State against the Burnett 

Boys, Jol1l1 ~I. Hill and wife and the 

Margaret Burnett conspiracy which re

sulted in the murder of Dr. 1\lorris in 

Fayette County, West Virginia. An

other case worthy of mention was that 

of the State vs. James .\. Parker. 1\lr. 

Littlepage became the defendant's at
torney after Parker had been sentenced 

to he hung for l11unler in the first de

gree, and finally secured in the court 

of last resort the prisoner's release. 

He now has t1\'e munler cases in Fay

ette County, three in Kanawha and 

two in Putnam, all of these attracting 

attention on account of his able haml

ling of them. lie has been equally suc

cessful in civil cases, and has at present 

on Il<1nd <! nUl11hcr of ejectment ClSCS 

im'oh'ing millions of dollars or 1110re 

in the State. 

:\Ir. Littlcpage has heen prominent 

in Democratic politics. He was the 

calH:idate of his party for the oftice oi 

prosecuting attorney and \\'as defeated 

office in the State, than the one owned 

by 1\fr. Littlepage. He is fratennlIy 

associated with these societies: Xe\\,

port Lodge, A. F. & A. :\1.; Fernhank 

Lodge, 1. O. O. F.; Xecomis Tribe, 

Improved Order of Red ~len; and the 

Order of United . \merican ~Iechanics. 

He is a broa<1 student and splendid 

thinker, of very strong personal influ

ence. He has succeeded in accu111ulat

ing some \'aluable property. He is re

g<'.nlee! as an honest, upright 111an, a 
reliable a<l\·iser anc! splendid la ,,"yer. 

I-I is influence with juries during the 

trial of causes is indeed ,"ery strong. 

He is a ready, fluent ancl c:II1Yincing 

speaker. 

by hut ~<) v( Ites, a latcr C( )llllting result- JONATHAN P. BOWEN. 

ing in the di\'ision of the office between \\,lLLJ.\:\1 H. nO\\,EX, famil· 

the t\\'o candidates. Probablv no finer iarly known throughout the Flat-Top 

nor more complete lihrary adorns any coal fiele! as Harry BO\\'cn, is secretary 
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County, Ohiu. Mr. Coffiand and his 
worthy wife have been blessed with 
two chilclren,--Lois G. and Howard J. 
1\1 rs. Coftiancl is a member of the 
:Methoc\ist Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Coffland is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias. In politics he votes for the 
man he thinks will best fill the office. 

ANDREW JACKSON LIGHT. 

:\~DRE\v J.-\CKSO~ LIGHT. 
who for a periOlI of 25 years has 
sen'ed as justice of the peace in the 
Big Sandy district. Kanawha County. 
\ \" est Virginia, an!1 is one of its hOIl
ored cititzens, was horn on a farm in 
Randolph County. Indiana. ~Iarch 10, 

183~. He is a son of Enoch and ~[ary 

(Kelly) Light, both deceased,' who 
were natives of the Old Dominion. 

Samuel Light, the great-great
grandfather of our subject, was a man 
of prominence in his clay and is men
tioned in a history of Daniel Boone as 
one of the old pioneer hunters. His 
ancestors were of English blood. The 
grandfather of Judge Light was born 
in Roanoke County, Virginia, where 
the family is stiII numerous. The birth 
of Enoch Light, the father, took phce 
III Roanoke County, Virginia; in 
young manhood he married Mary Kel
ly in Fayette County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia. In 1830 he removed 
to Indiana, located in Randolph Coun-

I ty and bought a farm, on which he de
voted his efforts to the raising of grain 
amI stock. There our subject's muther 
died of the prevalent fe\'er and ague, 
leaving a family of eight children, of 
whom two suns amI four daughters are 
still living. Soon after the death of 
his wife, Enoch Light mm'ed tu :\tis
~ouri and located 110t far from St. 
Joseph, where he remained a year. then 
drifted back to Indiana and later to hi" 
old home in Virg-inia. During hi ... 
residence in the 'Vest, his daughters 
married and one now li"es in Oregon. 
two in Indiana and one in :\tissouri. 
:\ brother, Henry, lives at Fayetteville, 
'Vest Virginia. On his return to Vir-
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ginia,' ~Ir. Light married l\lrs. Rachel 
Suttle of Fayette County and they had 
a family of four children. Mr. Light 
died at his home in Fayette County, 
) une 22, 18 lcer of the 
lead, and his 0 deceased. 

Andrew J educated in 
he common ugh the ac-

commodations were such as might ha\'e 
discouraged al1 but the very ambitious 
students. Our subject can recall how 
he and his brother Henry arose hefore 
ight so tha reach the 

school in tim away. The 
building was th chestnut 
bark roof alHl ; there was 
10 floor and lell fireplace 
occupied the whole end of the building. 
It was necessary for the sturdy pupil:-; 
to cut wood during recesses in order to 
keep the fire going.-an early example 
)f the manu dea of the 
mblic school. 

of 15 years, 
At the age 
ther, he re-

moved to K ty and at
tended two tenns of school there with 
ex-Governor George \\'. Atkinson as 
~h()()hnat.e. the lads boarding at the 
home of ~Ir. .-\tkinson·s father, and 
Floyd Jacobs. a lifelong friendship fol-
owing. And then went 
o Cannelton County and 

there engage( n coal min-
ing. running ars for two 

1~ 

IA 

years. He then enlisted for servlce 
in the Confederate Anny, in Company 
I, Captain Lewis' Cavalry, and served 
one "ear in the 8th Virginia Regi-

that fine offi 
rred to Capt 
. and served i 
t three years 

entered the sen,ice as a private and re
cei\'ed rapid promotion, s(}on being 
made a sergeant. After his first en
listment It1 the cavalry. the regiment 

mp at St. Al 
his company 
d a few clays 
battle of Sk 

d too strong 
l11ent fell back to Charleston. thence to 
the narrows of the Xew Ri\'er, thence 
to Louishurg. where it was placed under 
General Echols. Here General Jen-

om1l1and of 
eeded to Abi 
ring assume( 
regi ment weI 

burg. BrIstol and Cnion. Durmg all 
these movements there had been no ser
ious fig-hting. From L' nion the regi
ment then wcnt to Princeton where a 
hot skirnlish took place. thence to the 

e Blue Stone 
to report to 

e in the Shel 
., at this per 

D 
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at Charleston, later engaged in run
ing a sawmill, being among the first 
in Kanawha County to operate a cir
cular saw, and followed that business 
for 20 years. 

On April 7, 1867, Mr. Light mar
ried Lucy Jane McCarty and a family 
of eight children were bom to this 
marriage, seven of whom are living. 
The only son, Enos]., lives on Elk 
River some six miles below Clendenin. 
The daughters are: Mrs. ilJ'annie B. 
Odell, of Blue Creek; Mrs. Emma 
Samples, of Blendenin; ~Irs. Effie 
Campbell, of Clendenin; ~lrs. Mattie 
Robinson, of Roane County; and ~Iin
nie and Uma, who live at home. The 
grandchildren number 12. Judge 
Light had always been a Democrat un
til 1883 and had supported that party, 
but since then has been identified with 
the Republican party, but has never 
asked for any office. In 1872, in Elk 
district, he was elected justice of the I 

peace for one year. In 1874 he bought 
a fann at Fallen Rock and resided 
there five years, but in 1893 he re
moved to Clendenin and has resided 
there since, in 1897 purchasing a lot 
and erecting a handsome residence. 
Ever since his first election to the 
magistracy he has been re-elected. and 
has had 25 years of continuous serv
ice, the oldest in his section. His de-

cisions meet with general apprO\'al and 
he is thoroughly posted on all statutes 
and codes. On May 12, 1885, he was 
appointed a notary public by Governor 
E. \V. \Vilson. 

Fraternally ~lr. Light is a past 
grand of Lodge No. 142, I. O. 0 .. F .• 
of Clendenin. For more than 20 years 
he has been a liberal supporter and a 
consistent member of the ~Iissionary 

Baptist Church, to which his wife and 
family also belong. He is held in high 
esteem in Kanawha County. 

J. A. JARRETT. 

J. A. Jc\RRETT, sheriff of Ka
nawha County, and a prominent citi
zen of Charleston, \Yest Virginia, was 
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born in Clarence, Shelby County, Mis
souri, ant! is a son of Addison and 
Margaret (Keeney) Jarrett. both of 
whom were natives of what is now 
\Vest Virginia. They returned to the 
State when their son was six years of 
age. 

Sheriff Jarrett was educated in pri
vate schools and began his business ca
reer as a telegraph operator, serving as 
such for 10 years and also as joint 
agent for the Winifrede Railroad and 
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, at 
\Vinifrede Junction, West Virginia. 
Mr. Jarrett also sen'ee1 as distributing 
agent for the Winifrede Coal Com
pany, during the 10 years prior to 
1896. From early manhood he had 
been deeply interested in politics and 
in 18()6, when he remO\'ed to Charles
ton, he was appointed chief deputy 
county clerk, under E. \V. Staunton, 
and filled the position for four years. 
In the fall of 1900, he was made the 
choice of his party for sheriff of Ka
nawha County, and took charge of the 

I 

office in January, 1901. l\lr. Jarrett I 
has proved himself a judicious and 
capahle public official and has given 
entire satisfaction to his constituents. 
He has heen a leading member in the 
Repuhlican party for a number of 
years and has been no small factor in 
some of its successes in his section 

I 

Personally he enjoys the esteem of a 
wide circle of friends on account of his 
genial manner and his many sterling 
traits of character. 

HON. JOSEPH MARCELLUS McWHORTER. 

BOX. JOSEPH :\IARCELLl"S 
:'.Ic\\'HORTER, judge of the Tenth 
Judicial Circuit. ex-Auditor of \Y est 
Virginia. is a prominent citizen who 
for many years has been one of the his
tory makers of the State. His birth 
took place at a little settlement called 
~Ic\yhorter's ~IiIls. se\'en miles north 
of \\' eston. Lewis County, Virginia. 
now \Yest Virginia. April 30, 1828, 

atHl he is a son of Dr. Fields and ~lar
garet ~r. (Kester) ~fc\yhorter. the 
fortner of whom spent the latter part 
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instituted reforms which have been of 
lasting benefit. More than once has 
Judge McWhorter been approached 
with proffers of Congressional honors 
and at one time was nominated, but 
factions in the party and a large Dem
ocratic majority in the district, caused 

him to decline tu run. President Gar
field appointed him postmaster at 
Lewisburg and both before and after 
the war he had filled the same office 
at Spencer, Roane County. In 1892 
he received the Republican nomination 
for judge of the Supreme Court of 
Appeals for the long term of 12 years. 
He ran the full strength of his party, 
but the Populist vote threw the elec
tion to the Democrats. In 1896 he 
was elected judge of the Tenth Judi
cial Circuit, by almost 500 majority. 
this <Iistrict including Pocahontas. 
Greenbrier, ~l()nroe, Summers anel 
Fayette counties. 

J ll< 1ge ~Ic \ Yhorter has been t\\'ice 
married. In 1852 he married Julia 
A. Stalnaker, of Harrison County and 
these chiidren were born to them: 
Alesqndro; Artemus; Louis E.; Vir
gil S.. deceased: William B.; Buell. 
decease(1 : ~raggie E.: Joseph c.; 
\\'alter \\'.. deceased: and Decie J. 
l\lrs. ~rc\\,horter die(1 .-\ugust 26, 
186<). On October 26. 1870. Judge ~Ic
"'horter married Julia Kinsley, <Iaugh-

terter of Rev. Hiram and Elsie S. 
Kinsley, of Geneva, Ohio. and these 
children were born to the second union: 
Emma L., Jennie p" Kinsley F .. de
ceased. and Charles N, 

J udge ~Ic Whorter is identified 
with the Masonic fraternity. He is 
a prominent member of the Methodist 
Church. South. He long and honor
able public career has won him uni
versal respect. 

STEELE A. HAWKINS. 

STEELE A. H.\\\'KIXS, senior 
member of the well known real estate 
firm of Steele . \. Hawkins & Son, of 
Charleston. \\' est Virginia. was born 
at ),Ialden. Kana\\'ha County. Virgin-
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JOHN J. KEEFF. 

JOHX J. KEEFF. a prominent 
«:iti;!:en uf Charleston. \Vest Virginia, 
and superintendent of the Charleston 
.& South Side Bridge Cumpany, was 
born in Lewisburg. Greenbrier Coun

ty, West Virginia, April 31, 1862, be
ing a son of Daniel and Bridget (Bar

ry) Keeff. hath nati ves of Cork, I re

land. 
Daniel Keeff came to America 

about 1850 and landed at Boston, 
Massachusetts. where he was employed 

for a time. His early life was spent 

in railroad work and he assisted in 
the construction of some of the best 
known railroads in the Eastern States. 
He assisted in the completion of the 

Shenan(loah Valley Railroad, and then 

acted as foreman in the construction 
of what was known as Cady's Tunnel. 
He later moved to Staunton, Virginia, 

where he was married and lived for sev
eral years. When the Civil \Var broke 
out he located in Lewisburg, and later 

in Charleston. Virginia, now \Vest Vir

ginia, where he was employed by the 
government. After t he war he 11100·ell 
to Ohio, then returned to \Vest Virgin
ia, locating at Point Pleasant and fin
ally at Charleston where he continued 
to live until his death. He died on 

July 3, 1889, at the age of 74 years. 
and his wife died in 1891 at the age of 
66 years. They were devout Catholics 
in religious faith, a.nd in politics :\Ir. 

Keeff was a stanch Democrat. 
John J. Keeff was educated prin

cipally at night schools and through 

such channels as self-nncle men usually 

acquire their intellectual training. He 
spent much of his early life in various 
manufacturing establishments. and 
then learned stationary and marine en

gineering. at the present time hold
ing a license for river engineering. He 

later superintended the operation of the 
ferry across the Great Kanawha River 
at Charleston for Ruffner Brothers un

til the iron toll bridge was built across 

the stream. He was appointed super
intendent of this bridge in 189 I, col
lecting all tolls and seeing that the 
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bridge is properly repaired, and this 
position he has held to the present 
time. The bridge is one thousand feet 
long and was manufactured by the 
Keystone Bridge Company. The first 
officers were: B. L. Wood, Jr., pres
ident; T. H. Gi"en, secretary and treas
urer, and these two officers, with R. S. 
Carr, W. P. Wood, J. W. Moon, C. 
H. Schrider, W. E. Jennings, L. H. 
Partridge and S. C. \V eiscopf, com
posed the board of directors. The 
present officers are: J. \\'ainwright, 
president; T. H. Given, treasurer; 
and L. H. Partridge, auditor. Mr. 
KeeIT is one of the substantial citizens 
of Charleston, in which city he has 
considerable valuable property. Polit
ically, he is enthusiastic in his support 
of the Democratic party. 

John J. Keeff was united in the 
holy Jxmds of wedlock with Bridget 
M. O'Connor, by whom he has had 
four children, namely ~ John ]., Jr .. 
deceased; Mary; Lawrence; and John 
J., Jr., Thomas O'Connor, Mrs. KelT's 
father, who was a native of Ireland. 

was a prominent business man in 
Charleston for about a third of a cen
tury, and at his death was numbered 
as one of the well-to-do men of the 
city. His death was mourned by a 
large circle of acquaintances and 
friends. He assisted in bringing about 

111:lny of the public imprO\'ements th:! 
city of Charleston is now enjoying. 
He is a self-made man and a great 
friend to education. He died in 1902, 

aged 74 years. His ,\-\do\\" a lady of 
many noble traits of true womanhood, 
is filling out the last years of an hon
ored life in Charleston. The family 
are Catholics in religious attachment. 

S. C. BEARD, M. D. 

S. C. BEARD, ~I. D., a prominent 
physician and well known citizen of 
I .ewisburg. Greenbrier County. \ \' e~t 
Virginia. was born on a farm north of 
that city some fOllr miles, on October 
3. 183 r. and is a son of Christl )pher 
and :\liriam (:\fcXeel) Beard, both na

ti"es of Virginia. 
In tracing the early history of the 
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apprenticeship to the trade of a printer, 
with William Ewing. He afterward 

bet'ame a clerk in the employ of Isaiah 
\\"arren & Company. in the oil refinery 
at \\'heeling. and occupied. several 
clerical positions with them during the 
following six years. I Ie served as 
tra ,'eling salesman for Simeon Baer' s 

Son" Grocery Company for five years. 
111<1 in 1 M8 began his business relations 
with the Bloch Brothers Tobacco Com

pany. as hookkeeper. In 1&")0, ~\'hen 

this tirm hecame incorporated. he was 
made secretary of the company. in 
which capacity he has since served with 

credi •. 
:\1 r. :\laxwell was united in mar

riage with Clementine Loomis. who 
died in I Rtf). leaving five children. as : 
follows: Lillian n.: Edna (;.: :\Iar

garet c.: John .\Iexander: and Harold. I 

He formed a second union. wedding 
Emma W. Seybold. of \\'heeling. a 
daughter of Joseph Seyhold. decease(\. 
who was at one time cashier. and later 
presi(lent. of the Bank of \\·heeling. 
and was al<;o sheri!! of Ohio County. 
The SUbjL'Ct of this sketch resides in 
the Seventh \\'anl. on Xorth Front 

street. on the Island. lie is a Repuh
lican. and has taken an adi\ e interest 
in the affairs of his party. He was a 
member of the city executive commit

tee one year. and was elected a memher 

of the Board of Education in 18<)2. to 
fill out an unexpired term. He served 

until 1894. when he was re-elected for 
a term of six years. and in 1900 was 
again elected to that office. Frater
nally. he is past master of Ohio Lodge, 
Xo, I. .-\. F. & .-\.:\1. In religious be

lief. the family has always been Presby
terian. but :\1 r. :\bxwell is liberal. at

tenciing the Protestant Episcopal and 
:\lethodist Episcopal Churches. 

MEIGS JACKSON BARTLETT. M. O. 

~IEI<;S J.\CKSOX R.\RTLETT, 
:\I. D.. a leading physician and sur
geon of C1arkshurg. Harrison County. 
is one of the m()st eminent members of 

his profession in the :\Iountain State. 
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In connection with his interests in 
coal mines and coal lands, he is vice
president of the Centralia Coal & Coke 

Company, which has a capital of $100,-
000 and controls 4,000 acres of coal 
land; secretary of the Capitol Land 
& Improvement Company, of Clarks
burg; a director of the Horner Land 
& Improvement Company, of Shinns
ton; and of the Industrial Land & Im
provement Company, of Clarksburg. 
In I&)4 he became a member of the 
I. O. O. F. Encampment and also 
joined the Knights of Pythias; and in 
1899 he became a member of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks and the Pinnickinnick Club. He 
is also a member of the Alumni Asso
ciation of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons. of Baltimore, :\laryland. and 
is consulting physician for the follow
ing insurance orders and companies: 
Ladies of the ~laccahees; :\Io<lern 
\\"oOllmen of America; \\"oodmen of 

the \Vorl<l; Ancient Order of Cnited 
\\'orkmen; Phoenix :\Iutual Life In
surance Company: and Provident Life 
& Trust Company. In his religious 
belief the Doctor is a strong Baptist. 
lIe has been a lifelong Democrat and 
sees no reason to change his political 

faith. 
On the 25th of October. 18R3. Dr. 

Bartlett marrie(\ Xannie E. ;\llen, of 

Harrison County, and has an interest
ing family of three daughters: Lala 
Olive, born February 12. 1886; Mary 
Lena, born July 23, 1889; and J;:va 
Meigs, born ~ovember 4. I&)I. 

When the arduous duties of his 
profession permit, Dr. Bartlett is a 
great reader and student; and hereto
fore he has been an extensi\'e traveler 
over the United States, believing that 
it is well to know one's own country 
and its beauties before going abroad 
to admire those in the other hemi
sphere. 

CriARLES B. BUSTER 

CII.\RLES B. BL"STER. county 
clerk of Greenhrier County. \\"est Vir
g-inia. and a representative citizen of 
Lewisburg. was born October 22, 1838, 
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Cooper, and two children have been 
born to this union: Blackwell C. and 
Mary E. 

In religious belief Mr. Buster is 
a Presbyterian. H is long connection 
with public affairs has given him a 

ingham County and the latter in 
Augusta County, Virginia. 

Rev. ]. D. Ewing was a Presby
terian minister and wa<; of Scotch-Irish 
extraction. The Tate family belonged 
to Revolutionary stock and is quite 

wide acql1aintance and many friends. numerous in Augusta County, Vir
gll1la. 

MAJ. WILLI~M P. EWING. M. 0 .. LL. D. 

~L\J. WILLL\~1 P. E\\'I:\G, ~1. 
D .• LL. D .. who is now living practic
ally retired at Charleston. \Vest Vir-
ginia. for many years has been at the 
head of his nohle profession in his sec
tion of the State. He was horn in 
Rockbridge COl1nty. Virginia. Decem
her 3. IX21. al1l1 is a son of Rev. J. 
D. and Drucilla L. (Tate) Ewing. the 
former of whom was horn in Rock-

Dr. Ewing received the best edu
cational advantages his locality af
forded and in early manhood decided 
upon his professional course. In prep
aration he entered \Vashington Col
lege, now \Vashington and Lee Uni
versity, later took a course at the Vir
glllla Military Institute and later 
entered Jefferson l'ledical College at 
Philadelphia, Pennsyh'ania, where he 
was graduated in 18-+6. From that 
date to 1871 he continued in practice 
in his native locality, interrupted some
what by the exigencies of the Civil 
\Var in which he took a nohle part. 
and then he moved to Charleston, \Vest 
Virginia. At the time the present 
flourishing city was but a hamlet, but 
its sittmtion was fa\'orable and its pros
pects bright. and Dr. Ewing wisely 
concluded it would be a desirahle place 
of residence. As years passed on. his 
fiel(l of l1sefulness became larger and 
the measure of esteem in which he was 
held increase(\. Few men in the lo
cality are more thoroughly respected. 
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Dr. Ewing continued in the pro
fession until 1900 when he practically 
retired from active work. He has been 
at various times much honored in his 
profession. Formerly he filled the 
chair of physiology and chemistry in 
the Kanawha ~lilitary Institute and 
was surgeon of the Institute with the 
title of major. For a number of years 
he sen'ed on the State Board of Health. 
During the Civil \Var his services were 
gratuitously given to both armies. in 
the cause of humanity, and the suffer
ings of many a poor soldier were eased 
hy his gentle ministrations and pro
fessional skill. During the adminis
tration of President Cleveland, Dr. 
Ewing sen-ed as Cnited States pension 
exammer. He has been city physician 
of Charleston and at one time was 
president of the Kanawha County 
:\Ieclical Society. He was local surgeon 
of the Chespeake & Ohio Railway antI 
medical examiner of the Equitable 
Life Assurance Society of the Cnited 
States. II is pcrsonal character is of 
the highest standanl an(1 his profcs
sional ahility beyond qucstion. 

On January 20. IR-tR. Dr. Ewing 
was marricd to ;\nnie Sturges of D~n
,·ille. Virginia. who was horn in Lou
ISIana. The three children of Dr. and 
l\lrs. Ewil1g' arc: Henry r.. )lrs. F1n
nie L. Scott. and :\1 rs. Ella \\'. :\[ar-

shall. In his evening of life Dr. Ewing 
was called upon to suffer a great grief 
in the loss of his de,'oted wife. on De

cemher 10, I902,-she was 81 years 
old. She was a most estimahle 
Christian lady, beloved and deeply 
mourned. In religious belief Dr. 
Ewing is a Presbyterian. 

HOMER P. DIXON. 

HO:\IER P. DIXOX, general 
manager of the Charleston Home 
Telephone Company. of Charleston, 
\Yest Virginia. was horn Xo\"ember 
28, 1 H75. at :\Iontezuma, Georgia, and 
is a son of O. F. and Sarah (Renfroe) 
Dixon. nati,"cs of Georgia, the former 
being a prominent agriculturist and 
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at his home n 1, two and a 
half miles eas , on the ~a-
tional Road, of Germany 
and came to n 1848, first 
locating at Pittsburg, where he re
mained a short time, then removed to 
a farm eight miles north of Marietta, 
in Washington County, Ohio, and 
mO\'ed to \ \' the close of 
the Civil \Va 

George A bject of this 
sketch, was educated in 
Wheeling, wi e e ed the public 
scho()I~, Linsly Institute and the 
Wheeling Business College. From 
IR76 until J 879, he, together with his 
brothers, conducted a wholesale gro-
cery store, m much of tlte 
goods that tl r the past .10 

years, especia s been gi\en 
to the mam catsup, prc-

• <;en-es, etc., the first plant being located 
at Altenheim, where the business was 
begun in a small way, together with the 
grocery at 23rd and ~Iarket streets. In 
] gc)O. the bu ' moved to its 
present locat rner of ] 7th 
and Chapline ncemeat al,<1 
canned good. rst manufac-
tured, but il the famou.; 
Steers-Head catsup became the special
ty, being manufactured and shipped by 
carloads. together with preserves, 
pickles. canned goods, sauces, etc" to 

the country. 
ver the ent 

, from Chap 
and are weIl 

s 
n 
0, 

up-to-date machinery, especially adap
ted for the purposes designed. most of 
it invented and made hy the firm. 

FI<!ccus Brothers were the first 
age in the m f 
f goods in 
first west of y 
as then 1110S 

er~ 0 lese goods were locate 111 _ast
ern Pennsylvania, Xew York, :\lary
land and Xew Jersey. They contract 
with farmers and gardeners in the ter
ritorv adjoining Wheeling and at their 

ew Philadelp o· 
t of the neces 
supplies ar 

large fruit cel 
1 

About 60,000 square feet is the' 
present area of floor space at the
"'heeling plant, which has been con
tinllally added to since ]890, while the 
~ 'PI 'I lelphia plant I .' I 

feet l11ore; s 
salesmen in a e' 

)111 :\Iaine to C 
the largest cit 

ahle to partly supply the ever increas
ing demand, 

George :\. Flaccus married EIla B. 
Friend, a si<;ter of Kennedy FrielHI .. 

T 
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who is engaged in the furniture busi
ness in \Vheeling. For se\'enteen years 
they resided on the Island and for the 
past six years have maintained a beau
ti ful summer home on the National 
Road, near Wheeling Park, which since 
the spring of 1901 they have made their 
permanent residence,-it is called "The 
Pines" and is surrounded by beautiful 
:111(1 well kept grounds. ~lr. and Mrs. 
Flacclls ha\'c one daughter, Adelaide, 
aged 18 years, who is attending school 
at \Vashington, D. C Politically he 
has always heen a Repuhlican. 

County, was born in 1866 in Barlxmr 
County, West Virginia. and remc)\'ed 
to Tucker County in 1887. He is a 
son of Andrew and Rachel (Diglllan) 
Valentine. both of whom were also 
natives of Barbour Coullty. 

Andrew Valentine died in 1 RRB, at 
the age of 55 years. In pri"ate life 
he was a farmer, but during the con
tinuance of the Ci"il \Var he was a 
brave and gallant soldier. In 1&')2 he 
entered the Confederate Army, enlist
ing in Company E, 62nd Regiment, 
Virginia Infantry. and served through 
the war. \Vhile on a sick furlough. 
in rf'04, he was made a prisoner. and 
spent the last 11 months of the war at 
Camp Chase. He entered the army as 
a pri ':ate but for valor was promoted 
to the rank of 1 st lieutenant and later 
hecame major. The mother of our 
-;ubject died in I X91, aged 55 years. 
She was a most worthy memher of the 
~(etho(\ist Protestant Church. Our 
sl1hject i-; the oldest of their three chil
dren, his two sisters heing: Sarah E., 
wi fe of Stephen 1\[ urphy, of ~Iontrose, 
\\'est Virginia; anc\ Carrie Bell, who 
resides at Keyser, \\~est Virginia. be
ing" the wi'\o\\" of Charles Sharps, who 

ARTHUR JAY VALENTINE. was killed in a railroad accident in 
AH.TIIL"R J.\ Y YALE~TIXE, IC)02. 

one of the ahle lawyers of \Yest Yir- :\rthur Jay Yalentine had only the 
ginia, residing at Parsons, Tucker advantages of a district school educa-
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tion and private instruction. After 

completing his own education. he be

gan teaching. a pursuit he followed for 
five years and then entered the law of

fice, in 1886. of A: c. Bowman, of 
Barbour County. After a few months' 

reading. in the fall of 1886 he was ad

mitted to the har at Beverly, \Vest 

Virginia. In the summer of 1887 he 
began practice at St. George, which 

was iormerly the county seat of Tucker 

County, and remained there until 1893 
when he removed to Parsons. which has 
been his home up to the present time. 

Mr. Yalentine is a director of the 

Tucker County Bank. uut is not act
i\'ely interested in other enterprises. 

giving all of his attention to his large 

and important practice. H is chosen 

line has heen mainly commercial and 
corporation law and for se\'eral years 

he has heen local counsel for the \\' est 

Virginia Central & Pittshurg Railroad 

Company; the Parsons Pulp & Paper 

Company. an important industry capi

talize(1 at ahlltlt $500.000; J. K. :\tosser 
& Company. prohahly the largest inde

pendent tanners in the Cnite(l States; 

the Otter Creek Boom & Lumber Com

pany and the Hamilton Leather COI11-

pan)'. :\I r. Valentine hears the reputa

tion of heing a hanl student in his pro

fession. prompt and unfailing in his en

gagements and honest in his dealings. 

On December 2. 1891, Mr. Valen
tine was married to LUlll111ie Kalar, 

who was hom in Preston County in 

1868, and is a daughter of Samuel and 

:Mary Kalar. Five children have been 

horn to this marriage. namely: J es

sie and Elsie. hoth deceased, and Zil

lah. Arthur J. and l\lark Twain. :\lrs. 

Valentine is a memher of the Presby

terian Church. In politics Mr. Valen

tine is a Repuhlican. and fraternally he 

is an Odd Fellow. 

HON. WARREN MILLER. 

BOX. \\'.-\RRE:\ ~tlLLER, 

judge of the Supreme Court of Ap

peals of West Virginia. a jurist of na

tional reputation and a prominent cit

izen of Ripley. Jackson County. \Vest 
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Miller affiliates with Ripley Lodge, 
No. 16, A. F. & A. ),1.; the I. O. O. 
F., and the K". of P. In religion, he 
belongs to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. He has earned honor and re
spe<'t in public Ii fe by his high per
sonal character as well as by his 
marked ability, and has performed ex
cellent service in the many responsible 
positions to which his fel10w citizens 
have called him. 

WILLIAM H. CAR FER. 

\\'lLLJ:UI H. CARFER, one of 
the two incumbents of the office of 
justice of the peace, in the Parkers
burg district, Wood County, to which 
honorable position he was elected by 
the Republicans, in 1900, was born in 

14 

1854 in ).lar5hal1 County, Virginia, 
now \Vest Virginia, and is a son of 
Stephen and Sophia (Roberts) Carfer. 

The paternal grandparents of our 
subject came from Hol1and in the early 
days of the last century, and settled in 
~larshal1 County, Virginia, now \Vest 
Virginia. There Stephen Carfer was 
born in 1817. He married Sophia 
Roherts, who was also a nati\'e of ~Iar
shall County. She die(l in 1875. In 
1855 Stephen Carfer and wife removed 
to \ \' ood County, locating near Lime
stone Hill. 17 miles from Parkers
burg, which place continued to be the 
family home. In the spring of 1864 
he enlisted for service in the Civil War, 
in Company K, 15th Reg., West Vir
ginia Vol. Inf., and four months later, 
in July, was kille(l at the battle of 
Snicker's Gap, aged 47 years. In pol
itics he always took a deep interest and 
was a \Vhig, Know-~()thing and later 
a Repuhlican. Of the family uf 12 chil
dren born to Stephen and Sophia 
( Roberts) Carfer, seven are deceased, 
three dying in infancy, The surviving 
members are: Sophroni~ Elizabeth, 
wife of Ithamer Brown, a veteran of 
the Civil \Var, who is now a farmer of 
\virt County, \Vest Virginia; Sarah 
Catherine, wife of \Villiam Brown, a 
farmer of Calhoun County. \Vest Vir
ginia; and our subject and his two 
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brothers, J. M. and S. :\1., who are well 
kno\vn contractors and builders at 
Parkersburg. 

William H. Carfer had but limited 
educational opportunities and began 
acti\'e life at the age of 13 years. Be
ing reared on the farm, he fonowed 
that \'ocation in \ Voo<l County until he 
was 36 years old, being. also occupied 
for fi\'e years in a sawmill husiness. In 
1 ~o he mo\'ed to Parkersburg and 
in 18<)1 began work in the railrmd 
shops of the Baltimore & Ohio Rail
road Company as a carpenter. In 
T~9S he accepted a positiOl~ on the city 
police. force and in July. IR96. was made 
lieutenant of police.' In the succeed
ing :\ttgus~'he \\:as nominated for con
stable I)f the Parkersburg district and 
\OS elected in the .following X O\'em
ber, sen'ing most efficiently for four 
years, or vntil his election to his pres
ent position. 

Jill RSa ~Ir. Carfer married Violet 
:\daJaide Owings. daughter of \Vill
iam and ~rary A. Owings. \\'illiam 
0\\ ings followed the trade of tohacco 
packer and farmer in \\'ood County. 
~rrs. Carier dierl in IR9R: one daugh
ter, :\[ary Estella, is also deceased: and 
William Clayton, the eldest son, (lied 
in J l1ne, 1902. T\\'o sun'i\'ing SOilS, 

Archie Boyd and John Franklin, re
side with their father in the pleasant 

family home at No. 1021 _\\'ery street, 
Parkersburg. 

:Mr. Cader has always been iden
tified with the Republican party. For 
the past 25 years he has been a member 
of the Methodist Church. Fraternally 
he is a past chancellor in the Knights 
of Pythias, being a member of Hope 
Lodge, Xo. 10. He is also a member 
of the Senior and Junior Orders of 
Cnitecl American ~Iechanics; and has 
represented the Seniors at State meet
ings four different years. 

J. C. SIMMONS. 

J. C. SDDIOXS, one of the lead
ing business men of Harris\'iI\e, Ritch
ie County. \\'est Virginia, was horn 
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December 24. 1868, near Harrisville. 
His father, Aaron Simmons, was one 
of the prominent famlers of that local
ity. 

:'Ir. Simmons was reared on his fa
ther's farm and attended the local 
schools until the spring of IB90, when 
he entered the !\onnal School o'f Har
risviile, to fit himself for the vocation 
of teacher. This profession he fol
lowed until 1893. when he entered the 
<Irng store of \Y. S. Hamilton at Har
ris\'ille where he remained until 1896, 
when he passed a highly creditable ex
amin;ltion hdore the State Board of 
Pharmacy. at \Vheeling. after which 
he took charge of the same store for ]. 
'Y. 1[cKeever & Company. successors 
to \Y. S. Hamilton. In 1R9R. he pur
chased a drug store at ~[iddlehourne, 
Tyler County. \Vest Virginia, and 
cummenced business for himself. In 
1900, he sold his store in :\Iiddle
hourne. anti purchased the drug store 
in Harris\-ille. formerly owned by J. 
\\'. 1IcKeever & Company, where he 
has since carried on a large and suc
cessful husiness. 

On April 29. IB9G, ~Ir. Simmons 
was united in marriage to Bernice :\Ic
Doug-al. (laughter of .-\. S. :\lcDougal, 
of Harrisville. One son. Donald Cam
~ron. has heen horn to this marriage, 

:\U~"lSt 3'. J~)Oo. 

:\1 r. Simmons' success is an illus

tration of what a young man may ac
complish. when possessed of will and 
energy, combined with excellent habits. 

FRANK WELLS CLARK. 

FR.\Xh: WELLS CL\RK was 
horn in !\ew :\lartinsville, \\: etzel 
County, '\'est Yirginia. where he still 
resides. Xm-emher 30. 1868. and is a 
son of JosephUS Clark, one of the most 
prominent business men of that section 
of the State. His mother was Lina 
R\lSsell Cox. daughter of Friend Cox. 

:\\ r. Clark prepared for college in 
1Jagnolia High School, in his native 
town, and entered the freshman class 
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. 
I 
dent since its organization. it being one 
of the most successful and well man
aged social organizations in \\' est Vir
ginia. 

JAMES CARROLL FHAZER. 

J:UJES C.\({ROLL FR:\ZER, 
senior memher of the law firm of Fra
zer & Frazer. at )'lorgantown. )'Ionon
g.tl ia County. \ ,. est Virginia, and sec
retary and treasurer of the ~Iorgan
town Bridge & I mpro\"ement Compa
ny, was IXlrn June 29. IR(>7. at :\lar
tinshurg. \\'est Virginia. lie is a son 
of Hugh .-\n(lrew and :\[argaret Jane 
(Carroll) Frazer. 

I1ugh :\ndrew Frazer, our suh-

ject's father, was born in Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania. and died at the 
age of 56 years, in 1900. He was a 
wholesale merchant and operated the 
first grain elevator in the Valley of Vir
gl11la. Prior to the close of the Ci,·il 
\\'ar, he was engaged in a tanning 
hLtsiness in his native State. In 1866 
he came to \Vest Virginia and located 
at :\lartinshurg. In politics he was a 
Reptthlican. He was a deacon in the 
Presbyterian Church. ~largaret Jane 
(Carroll) Frazer. our suhject's moth
er. was horn in Hunterdon County, 
Xew Jer-.;ey. and now resides at Del
mar, California. in her 55th year. 
Four children were horn to :\1 r. and 
~Irs. Frazer. 

James Carroll Frazer graduated 
with honors from the ~lartinshurg 

High School in 1XR3 and in October 
of the same year entered Fishhurne 
:\lilitary Academy at \\'ayneshoro, 
Virginia. but within a few months was 
obliged to leave on account of fail
ing eyesight. He returned to Mar
tinshurg and entered his father's 
wh(,lesale establishment and remained 
there two and a half years as his fa
ther's representative in the grain husi
ness. He then went \'·esl and for a 
long period had charge of the grain 
traffic on the Chicago, Rock Island & 
Pacific Railway. with headquarters at 
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St. Joseph, Missouri. After five years 

he resigned, as his health was impaired 
and spent a season in recuperating. 

In 1890 ~Ir. Frazer was married 
to Leila Jessie Cropp, who was born 
in Surrey, England, and is a daugh
ter of John Cropp, who was the in
ventor of many improvements in the 
manufacture of the celebrated Lons
dale prints at l\Ianchester, England. 

One son was horn to this marriage. 
Hugh Carroll, who is now a student at 
Bookham, Surrey, England. After 
their marriage ~Ir. and ~lrs. Frazer 
spent a year in England and on the i 

Continent and then returned to ~lar
tinsbllrg and engaged in business. In 
January. 1898, ~Ir. and ~Irs. Frazer 
removed to ~I organ town and both en
tered the law department of the Cni
,-ersity of West Virginia, taking a full 

course and graduating in June. 1899-
Mr. Frazer and his talented wife then 
formed the law partnership of Frazer 
&: Frazer. which has been one of the 
successful legal firms of the city. ~lr. 

Frazer is interested in various busi
ness enterprises. On ~Iarch I, 1903. 
he was appointeel hy GO\-ernor .-\. B. 
\Vhite, a member of his staff. with the 
rank of colonel. 

In politics ~Ir. Frazer is a stanch 
Repuhlican. Both he and his wife be
long to the Protestant Episcopal 

Church in which he is a vestryman. 
They have just completed a handsome 
home in :'.lorgantown which is always 
hospitably thrown open to their many 
friends. 

HON. STEPH EN BENTON ELK I NS. 

HOX. STEPHEX BEXTOX 
ELKIXS, who has attained eminence 
as a la wrer, financier and statesman. 
whose name is familiar to e,-ery stu
dent of the country's history. is a man 
of more than exceptional ability as he 
is also of striking appearance. As Sec
retary of War in the cabinet of the late 
President Benjamin Harrison, he dis
played great qualities of statesman
ship which did much to promote inter
nati()nal peace. anll as senior Cnited 
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a decisi"e majority. and the State be
ing carried hy the Republicans by 13.-
000 majority. Senator Elikins was 
elected to his first term in the Cnited 
States Senate by the Legislature of 
1 R93. and to his second term hy the 
Legislature of 1901. 

While in Congress. Senator Elkins 
married a daughter of ex-Senator 
Henry G. Da\'is. of West Virginia, a 
woman of great personal charm. retine
ment and social ability. At Elkins, in 
Randolph County. is .. Hall iehurst". 
the beautiful countrv seat of ~I r. El
kins. It is a mansion of four stories. 
with many towers. and stands upon a 
mountain site of unusual heauty. and 
from a di"tance resemhles an old stor- , 
ied castle of other lands. the difference 
being that this home lacks no modern 
appointments for comfort. Senator 

Elkins resicles casually in Xew York. 
where he has interests and enjoys the 
companionship of many friends in that 
great center. lIe belongs to the l'nion 
League. }{epuhlican. Ohio. l' nite(\ 
Service. ),Ietropolitan and ~Ianhattall 

Athletics cluhs and the Southern So
ciet~·. lIe contrihutes also to the X ew 
YorK ~Ietr()politan ~luseut1l of ;\rt, 
the American )luseu11l of X atura\ II is
tory. and the ;\merican (;eographica\ 
Society. Personally Senator Elkins is 
of con~manding appearance. a nohle 

type of an ;\merican citizen. His 
courtly manner in society gi\'es place 
to geniality with his friencis, and he 
has long been helm'ed by his constitu
ents an(l re~pecte(1 hy his opponents, 
who feel proud of so distinguished a 
fello\\' citizen. 

ARTHUR BOREMAN SMITH. 

ARTHl'R BORE~I:\X S~IITH 
was horn on a farm. four miles suuth 
of ~Iiddlehourne. Tyler County, Vir
ginia. now "'est Virginia. llis ances
tors were among the early settlers in 
that section and spent their li\'es there. 

:\Ir. Smith's great-grandfather, 
John Boreman, emigrate(\ from En
gland in 1 i70, landing at Havre de 
(irace. :'.Iaryland, Shortly afterward, 
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"ere heing or 
carce and y 
eacher. 1 t is 

chers were 

became a 
o state that 

e succeeded. were in de-
mand at the highest salary paid. There 
was considerable opposition to the 
schools. lie soon gained a reputation 
for ability to control unruly youths. 

o establish tl 
uired endless 
pend his tim 
spired to tead 

system re
content to 

schools, he 
igher grade 

111 the towns. ThIS necessitated hard 
study, but he won a place in the front 
rank of the teachers of the State. 

On the third day of June, 1874, at 
the home of the bride's parents, in 

uncan's Fall m County, 
hin, Arthur d Anna C. 

iordon were 
Irs. Smith IS 

vid and Jane (Dickey) 

marriage. 
f Rev. Da

Gordon. Her 
father was one of the pioneer ministers 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
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anked as one most highly 
ducated men stingl.lished 
}ody of minis }ther was a 
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teacher. About a year after their mar-

nd l\Irs. Sm 
mnty, where 

1~78, when t 
.trne. Mr. S 
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est success, During the past five years, 
he ha., de\'oted his best energies to the 

pment greate n the 
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le ag
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That tl ey has nd is 
proper! )ended )t be 

( ou ) e(l. It I~ e only i any 

:lpproprialion hill that is not criticised, 
The Department has experienced no 

ty in s 0' all tl ley it 
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his lot to make investigations for sen'-

distric esente< e fore-
men J Xation ~faine, 

his work was satisfactory to Thomas 
B. Reed: in Xew Hampshire, he re-
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capably managing large business inter
ests of his own, but also in directing the 
affairs of the city to the satisfaction of 
all parties. His ability, fairness, his 
judgment and care for the city's needs 
have won him many friends. 

Mayor Gordon married a Miss 
Bagley of Kentucky, and they reside 
in spacious apartments at the Adelphi 
Hotel. Mlr. Gordon owns several fine 
residence properties and is one of the 
city's moneyed men. Fraternally he 
is connected with the }tasons, the Odd 
Fellows. the Elks and the :\lodern 
'Voodmen of America. Both he and 
his wife belong to the Methodist 
Church. 

Williamstown National Bank. presi
dent of the 'Vest Virginia Westem 
Telephone Company, was born Sep
tember 24, 18-1-5, in Wood County. 
near \Villiamstown, Virginia, now 
'Vest Virginia. He is a son of Hon. 
George Washington and Elizabeth 
Ann (Tomlinson) Henderson. tht! for
mer of whom was born in ',"ood 
County, Virginia, now 'Vest Virginia, 
on the Kanawha River, and died in 
J 866, at the age of 64 years. He was 
one of the section's largest farmers 
and stock raisers and foremost citi
zens. For many years he was a di
rector in the Parkersburg ~atioml 

Bank. He was a member of the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates; fornlerly a 
Whig, during the Civil War a Cnion 
man, afterward a Democrat. Both he 
and Mrs. Henderson were members of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
~lrs. Henderson was a daughter of 
Joseph and Susan (~1C::\lahon) Tom-

I linson, the latter a daughter of ~Iaj. 
William l\Icl\lahon. Mrs. Henderson 
was born in [810 near \Villiamstown in 
a h011se which was built in 180<; and is 
now the oldest in the vicinity, and die<l 
~fay 2f). JRH8. The children born to 
Hon. George Washington and Eliza-

HON. HENRY CLAY HENDERSON. beth Ann (Tomlinson) Henderson 

HO)J. HENRY CLAY HEN- were 12 in number, as follows: Jo
DERSOX, president of the Parkers- seph T., deceased: ~Iary P .. wife of 
burg National Bank, president of the Benjamin T. Beeson: .\lexan(ler. de-
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ceased; Georgiana H., deceased; Alex
ander Lithgow, deceased; Anna ~Iaria, 
deceased; Lucy L., deceased; ~Iargaret 
W., wife of Dr. C. H. Bartlett, of 
Parkershurg, ppesiclen l of the State 
Dental Association; George \V., de
ceased; Henry Clay, of \Villiamstowll, 
our subject; Jock Bedell, on the farm; 
and Arthur Taylor, who is also en
gage(l in farming. 

Senator Henderson received hi .. 
primary education 111 the common 

schools and later spent two years in 
collegt· at ~larietta and the two suc
ceeding years at Darmouth College, 
where he graduated in the class of 
1867. .\fter leaving college, he re
turned to the farm and soon became in

terested in general farming and the 
raising of fine stock; he made his home 
on the farm until ]90], when he moved 
into \\·illiamstown. In the fall of 
1902 he was elected president of the 

Parkersburg- :'\ational Bank to succeed 
the late Thomas G. S111ith~ having 
been a director of the institution for 
q years preceding. On July 28. ]902. 

the \ \" illiamstown X ational Bank 
opened for business alHt he was elected 
president of this bank also." 

John W. and Eunice F. Snodgrass. 
They ha,-e a family of four children, 
namely: Elizabeth Eunice; Helen 
Tomlinson; Caroline Virginia, who 
married Rev. Harris Bush Thomas, 
who sailed December 6. 1902. to 
Ponce, Puerto Rico. as a missionary; 
and Edward Earl. The family belongs 
to the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Senator Henderson has been a 
leading factor in Democratic politics 
in \\' est Virginia. and his entrance in
to public life was as a member of the 
HOllse of Delegates. in ]876. In 1892 

he was elected to the State Senate. 

On Decelilher ]9. "]877, Senator I. c. HERNDON. 

Henderson was married to Caroline I. C. HEl{:'\DO:'\, prosecuting at-
Virginia Snodgrass. who was born in torney of :\lcDowell County since 
-:\1 arietta, Ohio. and was a daughter of "] 81)6. afHI a meml,er of the law firm 
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the shrine and consistory at Cincin
nati, Ohio. He is also a member of 
the I. O. O. F. loclge at Welch; of the 
Elks lodge at Bluefield; and of the 
Phi Sigma Kappa Greek-letter socie
ty at the L"niversity of Virginia. In 
religious belief. ~Ir. Herndon favors 
the Baptist Church. 

C. R. 5UMMERFI!LO. 

C. R. sc~nl FRFI ELD. attorney
at-la w, a member of the legal firm of 
St. Clair, Walker & Summerfield, of 
Fayetteville. Fayette County, \Vest 
Virginia. is a prominent and repre
sentative citizen. He was horn at 
Oak Hill. Fayette County. West Vir
ginia. October 10. IHol. and is a son 
of Benjamin anel E .. \. H. (Ellison) 

Summerfield, both families being of 
old Virginia stock. 

Benjamin L. Summerfield, our sub
ject's grandfather, was born and 
reared in Virginia, later locating ill 
Raleigh County. about 1855. and two 
years later removing to Fayette Coun
ty. By trade he was a carpenter and 
during his last years he operated a mill 
near Fayette\·ille. He died ill IR87, 

aged 88 years. The grandmother of 
our subject was a member of the old 
~reans family of Virginia. She lived 
to be 80 years of age. 

Benjamin Summerfield. the father 
of our suhject, was Ixml at Blacksburg. 
~rontgomery County, Virginia. and 
was a carpenter for a number of years. 
He and his wife reside on their fine 
farm near Gatewcxld, Fayette County. 
\\' est Virginia. ~l rs. Summerfield is 

I a daughter of ~latthew Ellison, one of 
the pioneer preachers of that section 
of \Vest Virginia. a lx)\\"er in the Bap
tist Church. Re\·. ~Ir. Ellison mar
ried Elizaheth Love, who was lx>rn 
February 2. 1806, in Cabell, anel died 
in IC)02. l~e\'. ~lr. Ellison lahored 
chieAy in Raleigh County. His death 
took place at Anderson, while on a 

ministerial mission. at the age of 79 
years. Ten children were horn to Ben
jamin and E. :\. II. (Ellison) Sum
Irerfield, as follows: :'\rary Etta, de-
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died when her son, our subject, was 
si."( munths old. Conrad Fair subse
quently married Elizabeth Holmes. and 
his third marriage was to Jane :\lIen. 
Six children were born to the first mar
riage. namely: an in fant. lleceasell. 
Eliza. Susan. John, \Yilliam :\1.. :11111 
Ahsalom. 

:\lr. Fair has been a wry successful 

farmer and merchant. and has been 
prominently identified with public af
fairs ill \\'et7el County. In 1&)8 he 

"as elected a member of the Board of 
County Commissioners and is effi
ciently sen-ing as its president. Cnder 
his administration a handsome new 
conrt house has been erected, at a cost 

of $1-'!5,ooo. I Ie manages the affairs 
of the board with the same careful at

tention he has always gi"en his private 
affairs alHI with correspon(ling suc
cess. .\1 r. Fair has paid much attell

tion to puhlic educatioll and has been a 
valued memher of the Hoard of Edu- , 
C:ltion for I () years and its president for 

J 2 years. during which time many re
forms have heen introduced an(1 alJl1ses 

corrected. II e is a Democrat politically. 
lie is a l11elllher of the Silver Dollar 

Oil Company. 
1n l~()l :\11'. Fair married Louisa 

l{()ger~. who was horn.\ugust 6. Il'tU. 
ill Stafiorclshire. England. and is <l 

<laughter of \\'illiam and Lydia 

( ilrommell) H.ogers. She migrated to 

Ohio Cuunty. Virginia. now \Yest Vir
ginia. with her parents. when six years 
of age. The five children born to :\fr. 

and :\[rs. Fair were: Eliza Jane, de

cease:l: Josephus. \\'illiam. Conrad 
and Friend. :\1 rs. Fair is a consistent 
memher of the Christian Chnrch. Mr. 
F air is held in \'Cry high esteem in his 

lonlity. 

HON. OLIVER S. MARSHALL. 

IlO~. ()L1\'EI~ S. :\1.\R-

SII:\LL. all attorney of ~e\\' Cum
"erlan(l. } lancock County. of recog

nize(1 ahility and I'r01l1inelKe. has heen 
a conspicuous figure in the affairs of 
the ::'tate (If West \·irginia . lie was 

horn Septemher 2.~. 1X30. in Ilancock 
County. \·iq.~illia. no\\' \ \" cst \' irginia. 
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ne~s with his father; Mary S .. who is 
attending" school: John J.; Catherine 
V. H.: Sarah ~L, who died at the age 
of three and a half years: Frances D., 
who also (lied when three and a half 
years old: and William, who died at 
the age of 5e\'en months. ~1 r. Gilligan 
i<; a stanch upholder of Republican 
principles. amI with his family IS a 
memher of the Catholic Church. 

HIRAM C. JONES. M. D. 

}J[({;\\1 C. JOXES. ~1. D., one of 
the first physicians to locate in Blue
field. ~[ercer COllnty. West Virginia. 

was born January I. IX61, on thl! 
head waters of Xew River, in Ashe 
COllnty. Xorth Carolina. where he was 
reared. He is a son of Drury C. and 
~lary .\nn (Fa\\') Jones. and comes 

of good old Revolutionary stock on 
both sides of the family. 

The great-great-great-grandiather 
on the paternal side was born in Eng
land and immigrated to this country 
some time prior to the Revolutionary 

War and settlel'! in Bedford County, 
Virginia. He had a family of 10 sons 
and one daughter. 

One of these sons, Daniel Jones, 
the' great-great-grandfather of our 
subject, sen'ed through the Revolu
tionary \\-'ar as a commissioned officer, 
and lost all his fortune during the war, 

He settled on the Great Pee Dee River 
in South Carolina. He afterward mi
grated to \\" estern Xorth Carolina and 
settled in .\lIeghany County where he 
taught school. He was twice married, 
ha "ing two sons hy the first marriage, 

I John anll Daniel. and one son, Hud
son. and three daughters by the sec
ond. 

John Jones, son of Daniel Jones, 
and great-grandfather of our subject, 
marrie(l a :\Iiss Long, settled on Pra
ther's Creek. :\orth Carolina, and had 
a family of four sons: Le\'i, Thomas, 
Soloman, and Daniel. John Jones be
came a man of fortune and died at the 
age of 92. his son Levi dying at the 
same age, Thomas at 82, Soloman at 
~(). while Daniel still li"es and is act
i,·e. age:1 Xx years. 
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the Legislature at Raleigh where he 
met his bride, Harriet Stuart. She 
was a daughter of the then late John 
Stuart who had been a successful mer
chant in Raleigh. Her mother, a wid
ow, entertained at her home the officials 
and friends that came on the first train 
that ran into Raleigh, which line ex
tended from Norfolk, Virginia. She 
was called the "Whig Matron" of 
Raleigh. She entertained Henry Clay 
when he was a candidate for the Pres
idency. and it was in her kitchen that 
President Andrew Johnson first saw 
the light of day. 

Hon. Elijah CaIloway, father of 
lIon. Benjamin Calloway, sen'ed for 
20 years in the Legislature of Xorth 
Carolina. and was a near re1atin of 
Daniel Boone. He was a direct de
scen(lant from Col. James Calloway. of 
Virginia. who built the first iron fur
nace abO\'e Lync1llmrg, and sen'ed 
through the French and Indian and 
Re\'olutionary wars. 

. -\fter several months of lingering 
illness. Mrs. Jones died on the 24th 
day of )larch, 1<)03. The children of 
Dr. and Mrs. Jones are: Benjamin 
Calloway and Arthur Shadrach, stu
dents at Marshall College, Hunting
ton, \Vest Virginia; and Harriet Isa
belle, a charming little girl of I I years. 
In politics the Doctor and boys are 

regular Xorth Carolina "dyed-in-the
wool" Democrats. Religiously they 
are Baptists and are members of the 
First Baptist Church of Bluefield. 

The Doctor is possessed of large 
means and an el1\'iable circle of per
sonal and professional friends. 

W. P. CURRY • 

\Y. P. CCRRY, station agent for 
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway at 
~larmet, Kanawha County, West Vir
ginia, was born in Brownstown, Ka
nawha, County, April 22, 1847, and 
is a SOl1 of Isaiah and ~tary C. (Lewis) 
Curry. 

The Curry family is of old Vir-
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:\Ir. Hildreth then entered the em
ploy of Hobbs, Brockunier & Company 
as bill clerk and was afterward started 
on the road as a salesman, in which 
capacity he continued until 1888. At 
that time he associated himself with 
James B. Russell in the glass business, 
which they carried on successfully at 
Fostoria. Ohio, for about six years,un
<ler the name of the ~ickel Plate Glass 
Company, in which ~Ir. Hildreth served I 

as secretary during that time. In 1894 I 
he severe(1 his connection with the con
cern and a little later acted as secretary 
of the Beaumont Glass Company for 
one year. He had previously been con
nected with similar enterprises at Pitts
burg and Dunkirk, Indiana. For the 
past few months he has not been in 
active husine~s. 

~r r. llildreth was united in matri
mony with Sarah Catherine Turner, 
of "'heeling. who formerly lived near 
Wilmington, Delaware. Her father 
died in ~Iaryland when she was a child, 
and she remo\'ed to \ "heeling at the 
early age of q years, and has since 
reside(1 there. To :\Ir. Hildreth and 
his wife one son was born, Eugenius A. 
who is 22 years old. Eugenius A. 
Hildreth is a graduate of Linsly In
stitute and Lehigh College, and is now 
studying medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia; he will 

probably take a special course in 
surgery. 

. The subject of this sketch is an 
ardent Repuhlican in his political 
action. He and his family are devout 
members of St. ~Iatthew's Protestant 
Episcopal Church. His residence for 
the past four years has been at \V oods
dale. where he erected his present com
fortable home. 

HUGH M. SIMMS. 

HCGH 1\1. SnD1S, a well known 
young attorney ann business man of 
[I untington, \Vest Virginia, was born 
in Putnam County, West Virginia, 
~Iarch 10, 1879, and is a son of How
ard T. Simms and a nephew of H. C. 
Simms. counsel for the Chespeake & 
Ohio Railway Company. 

Howard T. Simms was born a few 
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erable consul of the ~lodern \Vood
men of .-\merica Lodge at Huntington, 
the highest position of the local loelge. 
Both he and his wife are members of 
the Fifth 'Avenue Baptist Church. 

WILLIAM GUSTAVUS CONLEY. LL. D. 

\\"ILLl.UI (;CSTA \TS CO~
LEY, LL. n .. a well known practic
ing attorney tlf K ing'\\'ood. Preston 
County. \ \" est Virginia. a memher of 
the law firm of Conley & Smith, of 
Parsons. \Yest Virginia. and a promi
nent politician of the State, was horn 
January ~. Ii«i(i, in Preston County. 
West Yirginia, and is a son of Will
iam and ~Iary (Freehurn) Conley. 

\\'illiam Conley was also a lnti\'e 
of Preston County and was a well 
known citizen, He engagee} in teach-

ing school. later was interested in con
tracting, and at one time was eleputy 
sheriff of Preston Cuunty. He served 
with the rank of major in the State 
militia. His religious connection was 
with the :\Ieth()(list Church. !\lr. Con
ley died when his son William Gus
tanlS was but a lad. His wife, :\lary 
Freehurn, was born in Scotland and 

, came with her parents to the Cnited 
States when eight years of age.-they 
resided for a time at Philadelphia, but 
later moved to \rest Virginia. ~Irs. 

(:onley died in 1&)0. at the age of 82 
years, leaving six children: :\Iary J., 
John A., Edwanl B., Ella, William 
(;ll"ta \'lIS. and :\1 attie. 

William Gustanls Conley received 
his eclucation in the common schools 
of Preston County and \\' est Virginia 
C ni\'ersity at :\Iorgantown, being 
graduated in law at the latter institu

tion in I R<)J. with the clegree of LL. B. 
.-\ fter his admission to the bar, he be
gan practice in the fall of 1893 at Par
s. 'ns. where he continued until his re
moval tu his present home at King
wood, in ICj03. He was admitted to 
practice in the Federal courts and is 
the attorney for the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad Company. In January, 
1903. he formed a law partnership 

II with Charles D. Smith. under the firm 
name of Conley & Smith, at Parsons, 
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\Vest Virginia, v,,·here he still retains 

an office. On April 2, 1903, the Nash
ville College of Law, of ~ashville, 

Tennessee. conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. 
His political affiliation has always been 
with the Republican party and he has 
long heen regarded as one of its lead
ers in the northern part of the State. 
In 1891 he was elected county super-

tee. He is a faithful and appreciated 
party worker. 

On July 14. 1892. Mr. Conley was 
married to Bertie I. ~lartin. daughter 
of Samuel and Harriet J. ~Iartin. 

She was born ne:lr Kingwood. June 
20, 1873. ~lr. and ~Irs. Conley ha\'e 
had a family of four children. and of 
these, Lillian and Donald. the eldest 
and )Ollngest. sUr\'ive; Willie and 

intendent of free schools of Preston :'Ilarian are deceased. ~I rs. Conley is 

COllnty, and in 1896 was elected pros
ecuting attorney of Tucker COllnty, 
an(1 was re-elected in 1900. During 
his residence in Parsons. he served a 

nl1mlJer of terms on the City Council, 
and was honored by an election as 
mayor of that city. :'Ilr. Conley has 
taken a "ery active part in the vari
ous campaigns and has almost con

stantly sen'e(1 either as a delegate or as 
a member of some important party or
ganizat ion. Ile was made assistant 
secretary of the national convention at 

St. Louis that nominated the late Pres

ident :'IIcKinley in IX()O; was t\\,ice a 
delcgat(' to the national C()\H"ention of 
thc Republican League Cluhs; was six ' 
years chairman of the Rcpublican Ex
ecuti,'e Committce of Tl1cker County; 
and i41r sc\'eral years was a mcmher of 
thc Rcpl1hlican Congrcssional Commit
tee.--:'II r, C<lnley is at present serving 

as a~sistant secretary of this cot1lmit-

a member vi the :'Ilethodist Church, 

and :\Ir. Conley of the Preshyterian 
Church. He is an Odd Fellow and a 
Knight of Pythias. 

MILLARD F, SNIDER, 

:'IIILL\I{D F. ~:\I\)ER. an at
torney-at-Iaw of Clarkslmrg. \\'est 
Virginia. has for some years past been 
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that city. He sold his home in \V est 

Union to Lewis Maxwell. one of the 

wealthiest citizens of Doddridge 

Connty. who now liyes in the house 

that :\lr. Sn d commenced 

the erection ce at Clarks-

hurg in ~lay remove(1 his 

office. altho lily did not 

move until fall. H is expectations were 

more than realized; when he located at 

Clarksburg he found new clients ready 

to employ him. ,\mung them was his 

friend and C. Sprigg 

Sands. cashi 

nank. who 

ofticials to e 

sel. and w~. 

ers' ~ ational 

ced the bank 

s their coun

tal in many 

ways. until removed hy death, in as

sisting Ollr subject in his new field, and 

was {",'er his faithful friend, He was 

also employed by several other cor-

porations an 

still retaine(1 

has a nice) 

mostly well 

izens. and is 

sel. He now 

clients are 

IS. some of 

them wealthy. and numerous corpora

tions. He devotes himsel f almost ex

clusively to chancery anti civil prac

tice, corporati"n law sharing largely 

therein: hut he has also hecn cngaged 

in a few im» al cascs. He 

not IInly ha, 

the Circuit c 

sel in no les. 

e practice in 

sheen coun

es in the Su-

NIA 9 

preme Cuurt of Appeals, 16 of which 

have been decided, and of these his 

clients gained 12 and lost four. One 

of the Cl<;e<; that was gained in the Su-

rt of the Sta d 

)reme Court 

after briefs 

by the plail 

d 
s 
r, 

without ha ,'ing the case heard and de

cided. 

Finding that it was not desirable to 

live alone, on October 4. 18<)2. he was 

marriage \\ h 

laughter of t e 

J, Stuart, \\'h y 

TOminent la\\ t-
nty. Their s 

heen blessed \\'ith one child, Virginia 

,\nn, a hright and charming little girl 

now nine years old, 

Their home is situated on the north 

st ~lain stre s 
'Quality II ill. 
idence sectio 

lot so costly y 

ha ,'e one among the 1110st heautl ful 

places in the city. 

:\f r. Snider is simple in his hahits, 

and admires plain and unpretentious 

pcople and has an espccia1\v high re-

eople who are 0 

( lIlt'st WI Irk. n 

man who is 1 
remuneratim d 

D 
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able farm in Doddridge County, of 173 
acres, which she inherited as a part of 
her father's estate, which Mr. Snider 
looks after and grazes. He is inter
ested in the development of the State 
and the improvement of the city of 
Clarksburg. 

R. S. HENRY. M. D. 

R. S. HEKRY, ::\1. D., a promI
nent physician and surgeon of Charles
ton. West Virginia, was born May 28, 
1855, in Harford County, Maryland, 
and is a son of Rohert and Susan 
(\Valtham) Henry, and a grandson of 
Col. Robert Henry of the Queen's 
Guards, Belfast, Ireland. He is a near 
relative of the celebrated Patrick Hen
ry on the paternal side, and through 
his mother is descended from the 
founder of \Valtham, Massachusetts, 

the great-great-grandfather being the 
man who established the Waltham 
watch and clock works. 

The father of Dr. Henry was asso
ciated with educational affairs all his 
life, for a number of years was super
intendent of schools in Maryland and 
was noted throughout his State as a 
public speaker. He was prominent in 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
and served as grand master of the 
State for a number of years. His death 

I occurred in 1879, at the age of 62 
i years. His widow still survives at an 
! advanced age, and resides with our 

subject, who is the only survivor of a 
family of children. 

Dr. Henry was educated at St. 
John's College, :Maryland, and at the 
I\laryland Agricultural College, re
ceiving the degree of A. B. in 1873 
and the degree of A. M. in 1876, and 
was principal of the Washington 
County College at Hagerstown, Mary
lamt, until 1880. In T 876 he began 
the study of medicine and continued 
his studies during his career as a teach
er, later entering the office of Prof. 
Louis :McLane Tiffany, professor of 
surgery in the University of Maryland, 
at Baltimore. After three years of 
study there, including hospital work, 
he graduated from that institution in 
1883 and then did work of a special 
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nature in diseases of the eye and throat, 
in the hospitals of Xew York and 
Baltimore. In 1892 he took special 
courses in the most prominent hospit
als of England. Germany. France and 
:\ustria. 

Dr. Henry has been a resident of 

to :\ngie Crampton. of Hagerstown. 
~Iarylalld. and they have 'two daugh
ters. Xina and Cora. Fraternally he 
is a ::\lason or high degree. helonging 
to Kanawha Lodge. Xo. 20, A. F. & 

, . \. ::\1.. at Charleston. X ot only is he 
prominent in his profession. but he is 

Charleston since entering the private i also onc (If the le:Hling citizens of 

practice of medicine in I XR~. He is a Charleston in municipal affairs and 
memher of the State !\ledical Society puhlic mO\'ements, 
of \\' est Yirginia. and was president 
of the ::\fedical ami Surgical Society 
of the Kanawha Valley in 1XX7. and 
IS now an acti \'e memher of the 
Charleston :\Iedical and Surgical So
ciety, For a numher of years he was 
<ii\'ision surgeon and medical expert 
for the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway 
an<l also chief surgeon of the Kanawha 
& ~l ichigan Railway for eight years, 
11 is writings include papers on .. Re

se;lrches aiter II aCllloglohill. " with 
micro-photographs and an original 
method of ohtaining the same. puh
lished in the .l/"ry/alld ,,/ cd ica/ ] ollr

/lit! in I"~3: papers on "Iritis." "The 
l'st> of Cascara." in the "/edical 11 III! 

.\/1 rglca/ N. ,'purl cr. J XX-t. and numer
OllS papers and reports hefore medical 
societies. IIe has taken se\'eral post
graduate courses, OOth in Xew York 
City and in Baltimore. and keeps thor
oughly ahreast of modern thought. 

In 1Xi6 Dr. Henry was married 

COL. THOMAS SIKES. 

COL. TJI()~I.\S SI KES. the 
prcsent city treasurer of II untington, 

\rest Virginia. was horn in 1X30 at 
Portsmouth. Ohio. an<l has Ix'Cn a res
ident of Ii untin~>ton since I Xi 2. At 
the time of his hirth. his father. Re\'. 
Le\·i Sikc". a Baptist minister. was re
siding on the latter's farm in Scioto 
County. Ohio. 
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trade, and later engaged in the manu
facture of wagons, and followed that 
vocation the whole of his active life. 
His marriage with Martha Galley, a 
-daughter of John Galley, took place 
in "'heeling and they reared three 
children,-two sons and one daugh
ter. In 1832 Joshua Bodley established 
a wagon factory, which he conducted 
alone for several years, when he took 
in Dayid Richards as partner. They 
did business for a number of years. 
Later, in company with Thomas 1\1-
GaIJey, Joshua Dodley established an
other wagon factory, and :;\lr. Galley 
attended to the sale of the product up 
to the time of his last illness. After 
the death of his partner, Mr. Bodley 
continued the business by taking his 
'Son, James \V., into partnership dur
lng the war, and later his son John, the 
'subject of these lines, assisted him in the 
business. 'Cpon the death of the father 
the btt~iness passed to these two sons, 
James \\'. and John, who continued the 
manu facture of \'ehicles under the name 
()f Bodley Brothers until 181)1, Whe!l 
John Dodley retired from the husiness. 
The concern was incorporated about 
that time as the Bodley \Vagon Com
pany, and its location was changed to 
'Staunton, Virginia. This company is 
in successful operation at the present 
time, under the careful and skillful 

management of its president, James 
W. Bodley. 

John Bodley has one sister, :\Iary, 
\vho married David R, Brooks. Her 
husband died several years ago. and 
:\lrs. Brooks lives in Wheeling. having 
a comfortable residence on 15th street, 

ALEXANDER C. BURNS. M. D. 

:\LEX.\:\ DER C. BCR:\S, :\1. 

D., who since 1893 has been one of 
the leading physicians and esteemed 
allel valued residents of Huntington. 
Cabell County, \Vest Virginia. was 
horn in 184~, in \\Tashington County. 
Pennsyh-ania. His parents are lxlth de
ceaserl, but most of the memhers (If the 
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cation, of which he has been a member 
for seven years. Dr. Burns is a valued 
member of the local and State Medical 
Societies and his papers and opinions 
have \\ eight with his brother prac
titioners. Fraternally he belongs to 
the B. P. O. E. 

HARRY K. CRUBB. 

HARRY K. GRUBB, one of the 
prominent citizens of Parsons, Tuck
er County, \Vest Virginia, president 
of the Electric Light & Power Com
pany of this city, and manager at Par
sons for the firm of J. K. ~{osser & 
Company, was born in 1866, in Phila
delphia, Pennsylvania, and is a son of 
Albert and Sarah J. (Grim) Grubb, 

the former of whom was born in ~{ont
gomery County and the latter in Le
high County, Pennsylvania. 

Albert Grubb was born in 1834 and 
died in 1892, aged 68 years. For many 
years he was a resident of Philadel
phia and for 40 years he kept a hotel 
in that city. For a long period he 
served as a school director there. In 
politics he was a Democrat. In re
ligion he was a member of the Gernlan 
Reformed Church. Fraternally he 
was a Mason. His wife died in 1876, 
aged 32 years. The two children of 
this marriage were our subject and his 
sister, Annie J., wife of Howard Nais
by, chief bookkeeper for the Philadel
phia & Reading Railroad Company, at 
Philadelphia. 

Harry K. Grubb was well edu
cated in the 3chools of Philadelphia, 
and then went to \Villiamsport, Penn
sylvania, and entered into the employ 
of J. K. ~losser & Company, with 
which great house he has continued 
and is now holding the responsible po
sition of manager at Parsons. \Vhile 
at Williamsport hI! took an active in
terest in city affairs and served as one 
of the school directors, and was a mem
ber of the City Council. Since locat
ing in Parsons, he has been identified 
with the city's interests, and in 1902 
served to the public's satisfaction as 
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clerk's ofiice, where his knowledge of 
form in the preparation of legal papers 
was largely acquired. 

On June 8, 188r, ~Ir. Young was 
mnrried to Belle V. Stealey, daughter 
of L. L. Stealey, of Middlebourne, Ty
ler County, and a niece of ex-Judge 
Thomas 1. Stealey, of Parkersburg. 
Mr. Yonng is the father of four chil
dren : \Vayne, Hattie, Jeanette and 
Jacob Lloyd. He is a l\Iason, Odd Fel
low, Elk, Knight of Pythias and a 
member of the Junior Order of United 
American ~ r echanics. 

REV. NATHANIEL THOMAS FAY. 

H.EV. XATHANIEL THO~IAS 
FAY.-To glance but casually over 
the long and useful life of the vener-

able gentleman whose name appears 
at the beginning of this record, recalls 
some of the most stirring events in 
the nation's history and its most 
wonderful development, while his 
personal achievements have been such 
as to bring him honor and esteem and 
an abundance of sincere affection for 
his declining years. 

Rev. :\lr. Fay, who resides at New 
Cumberland, Hancock County, was 
born November 26, 1813, in Camden, 
Maine, and is a son of Jesse and Lucy 
(Brown) Fay, the former of whom 
was born at Princeton, Massachus
etts, and the latter in Xew Hampshire. 

Silas Fay, the grandfather of ot\r 
suhject, was born in Massachusetts, 
but removed to ~Iaine and located in 
the vicinity of Camden, where he 
bought a large tract of land, a portion 
of which. including the old home, has 
been in the family until recently. 

Jesse Fay, father of our subject. 
was born April 24, 1783 and died on 
the farm near Camden, June 17, 1865. 
having been a farmer in that section 
all his life. He married Lucy Brown. 
who was born October 12, 1780, and 
died August 2J, 1867, and both lie at 
rest in the family plat in the Camden 
cemetery. She belonged to a promi
nent old Puritan family and her broth
ers were early cotton and wool manu-
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tends all ministerial meetings that he 
is able to reach. Despite his age, he 
cherishes the hope that he may be able 
to attend the centennial celebration of 
the Elm Street Congregational Church, 
of Camden, J-.laine, in 1905, which was 
organized in 1805 and of which he is 
the oldest member. He has heen a 

MRS, LOUISA M, FAY. 

strong supporter of the Republican 
party c\'er since its organization, and 
cast his first \'ote fur President Zach
ary Taylor. 

Re\'. Fay was first married on 
Fehruary I~. 1 Rt4. at Falmouth, :\Ias
sachl1setts. to Roxanna \\'oodbury, 
who was a resident of \\'(Jod County. 
Virginia, at the time of their marriage. 

She was a daughter of Re\'. Benjamin 
\Voodbury, an eminent minister of the 
Congregational Church in ~Iassachus
etts and later in Ohio. These children 
were born to them: Ellen, who mar
ried Hen1an McDaniels,-they reside 
in Oberlin, Ohio, while their children 
are being educated; Benjamin, who 
died young; Lucy, who married \\r. 
R. Gillis, an engineer, and li\'ed in 
:\finnesota; Abigail, who married 
Prof. G. T. Jewett, principal of a 
school for young ladies at Xewton, 
Massachusetts; Henry, who studied 
medicine but became ill and went to 
the \ Vest, and now resides on his large 
ranch in California; l\lary, who mar
ried A. Stack wilIer and is now de
ceased; Jessie, who married :\1. H. 
Brundage, now a resident of Russell, 
Kansas; Frederick Brown, who died 
,voung; and Hattie, vocal and instru
mental music teacher at Howard Col
lege, a graduate of the Boston Con
sen'atory, and an accomplished young 
lady, died in young womanhood, and 
.\nna. who was for a time at the head 
of the puhlic schools of :\Iason' City, 
~Iinnesota, and who is married and 
resides there. The mother of these 
children died 1\ovemher 2, 1872. 

The second marriage of ~Ir. Fay 
was to l\lrs. Louisa :\Iaria (Thomp
<.;on) Chapman, who was born at Fair-

Digitized by Google 



MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 

VIew, ck COl irginia 

\Yest \ Irgmia, in 1832, and IS a 

daughter of Dr. Giles S. and JohanOl 
Lamaster (Chapman) Thomps be-

ing 0 

parent 

six ch 

. Thon 
born t 

was Ix 
Canandaigua, X ew York, and in 1824-

removed to Hancock County, this 

State. acher. ed at t 

of 40, is wif e age 
Dr. Thompson's wife was a daughter 

of William Chapman, one of the very 
early s m n Vir . 

comm ~Iar) and en 

1,000 acres of land on which he en

gaged in extensi"e farming operations. 
Mrs. F'lv is the only st1r\'J\'Jng mem-

ber of arents' He 

marria s to m eha 

who at death left two children.-Rose 

R. and John \\'illiam, who reside in 
Hanc( mty. 

CH.\RLES E. JOLLIFFE. cash
ier of the Exchange Bank of ~Ianning-

ton. ~ Coun 'est Vi 

and on e city's Itial an 

resentatl\ e clti7.en~, \\.l~ horn in 18,:,9 

in ~[onongalia County. Virginia, no\\' 

\\' est Vir(Tinia, and I" a "on of ('-l)t 

Olh'er y an( ah (~ 

Jolliffe still re~ ~Iono 

County. aged. respecti"ely, i6 and (l') 

years. 

(. Oliver Jolli s 

born m the county of hIS present resI

dence. anel with the exception of three 
year. .' e in th C ·'1 \\rar h be 

conti y enga farmi cl 
IS on Ie capi of his 
.\t the outhreak of the Rebellion, he en

listed in Company C. 14th Reg., \Vest 
\,irg 01. lnf after g 
main he She ah Val s 

mustered out of the army with the rank 

of captain. Both he and his wife are 

mem f the . list Pr t 

Chur -ight c1 were ° 
them, namely: Ethelbert 0.: Charles 

E.; Jennie. wi fe of Frank R. SlPP; 

William "': Tha 'er 'lelvin; Jose h 
.\.; ( C; at lk C. 

l E. Jul )tained 
common school e(\ucation, and later 

spent three years in teaching. emhark-

ing I a 111 Ie busi t 

Whi '. in galia 
Two years later he rel11O\'ed his husi

ness at \\'hite Day to l'ffington where 

he c( d for t ears. di g 

of it order pt the 1 

of deputy llerk of t Ie l m~uit <.ourt of 
:\fononga\ia County. This position he 

very acceptably fille(\ for two and one-

half from ) I ~88 e 

latte heing 1 teller e 
:\Ierchants' Xational Bank of ~[organ

town. ~lr. Jolliffe remaine(l with that 
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institution until April, 1892, at which 
time he removed to Mannington and 
accepted his present responsible po
sition of cashier of the Exchange Bank 
of ~-[annington. ~lr. Jolliffe is po
s~essed of large means and owns inter
est in coal and oil lands in \Vebster 
and Doddridge Counties. He is also a 
stockholder and a director in the Ex
change Bank of Littleton. He is one 
of the leaders in all public movement,; 
tending to the advancement of his 
section and has been particularly useful 
on the Board of Education in the Man
nington district, which is the largest 
school district in the State, and is serv
ing his second term as its president. 

In 1888 :\Ir. Jolliffe married Sallie 
Yande,"ort, who was born in 1868 near 
~Iorgantown, and is a daughter of 
X icholas and Esther (~I iller) Vande
Yort. Five children have been born to 
this union, viz. : Frank V., Oliver Paul, 
James E .. Charles Byron, and :\Iary 
E!'ther. ~Irs. Jolliffe is a member of 
the ~J ethodist Episcopal Church. In 
politics, our subject is identified with 
the Republican party. Fraternally he 
affiliates with the I n<iependent Order 
of Odd Fellows, the Knights of tbe 
~Iaccabees. and the ~Jodern \Voodmen 
of America. The family is one which 
is held in the highest esteem in ~Ian
nington. 

GEORGE ORT. 

GEORGE ORT, the leading mer
chant of Clendenin, Kanawha County, 
West Virginia, was born December 4. 

1862, at Matamoras, \ Vashington 
County, Ohio, and is a son of Conrad 
ami Rosiana Ort, both of whom were 
born nati,"es of Gernlany. 

Conrad Ort was born in 1820 in 
Hesse-Darmstadt and came to c\mer
ica at the age of 18 years. He li"ed 
at Pittsburg for six years and then 
located at ~Iatamoras, \\rashington 
County, Ohio, where he engaged in a 
coopering business. The mother of 
our subject was born in \Vurtemherg, 
Germany, in ) 82R, and was 16 years 
old when she came to this country, lo
cating at Pittsburg. Pennsyh·ania. In 
1859 she married Conrad Ort and they 
moved to )Iatamoras. Ohio, and there 

Digitized by Coogle 





676 MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 

M. Swarr, who is a daughter of N. B. 
Swarr, Esq., of Charleston, \Vest Vir
ginia. Three children have been born 
to this marriage: Oli\·ia Ruth, 10 

years old; George Alvin, eight years 
old, and ~Iargaret, a babe of eight 
months. In politics Mr. Ort is a Dem
ocrat. Fraternally he belongs to Ka
nawha Lodge. No. 20, A. F. & A. }'L, 
at Charleston; Glendale Lodge, No. 
78, K. of P., at Charleston; the Dra
matic Order of the Knights of Kho
rassan; Knights of the Golden Eagle 
and the Maccabees. 

trace an authentic ancestry farther in
to the past than can many citizens, was 
born June 27, 1839, ill Cabell County, 
Virginia, now \Yest Virginia, and is :t 

son of John Osborne and ~1ary Scales 
(Bite) Laidley, the former of whom 
was born in Morgantown and the 
latter in Barbours\'ille, Virginia, now 
\Vest Virginia. 

The great-grandfather of our sub
ject was James Laidlaw, of Ayrshire. 
Scotland, who married Jane Stewart 
in August, 1746. Their fourth child 
was Thomas Laidlaw, born January I, 

1756. It will be noticed that the 
original name was Laidlaw, and that 
it became Laidley; the change is said 
to have been made by this Thomas 
when he came to America, because he 
took the side of American colonists. 
the other members of the family re
mained loyal to King George III; to 
distinguish the rebel from the loyal, 
he called himself Laidley. And it has 
t1so been said that in the Ciyil \Var 
there was another of the name that 
took the side of the South, and changecl 
his name back to Laidlaw for the same 
reason; but whether either of the said 
stories are true ones we clo not vouch. 

HON. WILLIAM SYDNEY LAIDLEY. Thom3s Laidley, the grandfather 
HOX. WILLIA:\I SYDXEY of our subject, came to America in 

LAIDLEY, a prominent citizen of Septemher, 1774, landing in New 
Charleston, \Vest Virginia, who can York, and it is said that he was with 
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member, ha ere for that 
purpose. Jo Laidley may 
justly be st) der of :Mar-
shall Academy (now :\Iarshall Col
lege), being one of the foremost citi
zens in having appropriations made 
and contributing time, energy and 
money for the good of the institution. 
I t has been s y his contem-
poraries tha Ian governed 
to a great e religious and 
moral feelin he appreci-
ated refined and educated associations, 
yet anyone who was a sincere Chris
tain was treated with the greatest re
spect. .As prosecuting attorney he was 
a terror to he law. He 
was a Jeffer oerat; a mem-
her of the nvention in 
IX29-30; a . ent of seces· 
sion. and thr y days of the 
,,'ar, a loyal and outspoken Cnion 
man. He was taken ill in August, 
1 R03. and died with pneumonia, but 
the approach of death had no terrors 
for him. an 
on his face. 
manner. of . 
character. al 

with a smile 
Ian of simple 
ts. exemplary 
d the respect 

of the entire coml11ul1tt). The records 
of the State embalm his history in 
their annals and point with pride to 
so eminent a fellow citizen. 

William Swiney Laidley was edu-

he subscripti 
county, it bei 
ts of his fath 

f 

e 
s 

chIldren gl\'en educational advantages. 
He became a student at :\Iarshall Col
lege at Huntington, his attendance 
ending with the beginning of the Cinl 
War. After the death of his father in 

moved to CI U 

the very ahl 
who had mar 
acetta, born d 

was admitted to the bar m 1866. At 
the death of Judge Summers in 1868, 
he was the latter's partner in legal 
practice. Then he formed a profes-

nership with - I. 
ogeman and 
ntil the latt 
R85. ~Ir. 

IS 

n 
a 

working met e 
House of Delegates itl 1872-73. and 
for the past 15 years has been con
nected with the municipal government 
of Charleston, as councilman; he wa:; 

or for two ) 1$ 

I to advance 
ment of the 
g one of the 

y 
e 
f 

the cIty water works and the electric 
light plant. In 1890 he was a candi
date for County Commissioner of 
Kanawha County, and was elected by 
a majority of 1.300. )1 r. Laidley is 

T 



680 MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 

the able editor of the TV est V irgillia 
Historical M aga:=ille and for a number 
of years has been a member of the 
West Virginia Historical Society. 

In I 869 ~Ir. Laidley was married 
to Virginia Brown, who is a daughter 
of Judge James H. Brown. A family 
of nine children has been born to Mr. 
and :Mrs. Laidley. The religious at
tachment of the family is with the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 

HON. EDWARD MILLER GRANT. 

HO~. EDWARD ~lILLER 

GR:\XT. who has been identified with 
many of the most important business 
concerns of :Morgantown, ~Iononga

lia County, West Virginia, is given 

credit by the residents of that city, 
more than to any other man, for its 
great industrial growth and the ex
ploitation of the rich resources of the 
community. Mr. Grant was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in 1853, and is a son 
of William Grant. 

William Grant ':vas born in En
gland, came to the United States in 
1850 and located at Cleveland, Ohio, 
where he followed the trade of a brick
maker, He was a member of Battery 
B, 1st Ohio Light Artillery, and served 
from 1862 until the close of the war. 
He died in 1900 at the age of 83 years. 
He married Hannah Turner, who was 
born in England and came to the Uni
ted States with her husband in 1850. 
Her death occurred in 1873, aged 56 

xears. 
Edward 1\1. Grant was educated in 

the public schools of Cle\'eland, after 
which he went into the office of Hussey 
& ~fcBride, pioneer oil refiners of 
Cleveland, as office boy, At the age 
of IS years he was keeping books for 
this firm, In 1872 he was sent to the 
oil regions to take charge of the pro
ducing property, then owned by Clark, 
Payne & Company, successors of Hus
sey & McBride. He subsequently pur
chased the interests of his employers in 
that property. He became interested 
in the natural gas business in 1885, 
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Virginia, on September 10, 1872, and 
is a son of David Poe, who moved to 
West Virginia in 1876 and located in 
Upshur County, 

The subject of this sketch worked 
on his father's farm and attended the 
local schools until he was 2 I years of 
age and then began to put his edu
cation to practical use, teaching school 
in ilarbour and Upshur countics, 
Later he entered the Cniversity of 
\Vest Virginia at Morgantown, where 
he remained three years. and where he 
was graduated in IH95, receiving his 
degree of Bachelor of Laws, ~f r, Poe 
then locatetl at Buckh:ulIlon for the 
practice of his profession. and in 1 H9() 

was made the Democratic c<lndi(late for 
the off.cc of prosecuting attorney. 
He was not successful, howe\'er. Oil ac
count of L' Jlshur County heing ()\'er
whelmingly Republinn. He is known 
as a successful practitioner and make, 
a specialty of re:ll cst:lte and land 
titles, 

Personally he is an entertaining' 
cOll1p:lIlion and po"sc,.;st.'s those quali
tics which stamp him as one oi 
r\at11Tc's noblemen. I Ie is of athletic 
moul<1, posscssing a strong. virile man
hood. his every moti<'11 denoting de
termination ancl aggressi\'cness, He 
is onc of those giftc(1 men who arc 
(.'qllal to any emergency, 

CEORCE E, THORNBURC, 

(;EOI{(;E E. THORXBl'R(;. a 

prominent ge:leral men:hant of Bar
hoursville, Cahell County. \\ 'cst \'ir
ginia. was born June 2g, I ~46, in tht 
ahm'e natued county. and is a son oi 
Hon. Thomas and :\Iargaret (:\1 Iller) 
Thornhurg. lie is also a gran<ls():1 
of S~ )Iomon Thornburg. who remove" 
to Cabell Count y from J effers()>\ 
Coullty. Virginia. now \\'est \'irginia, 
in the early settlement of the coullty. 
He locate(1 olle mile fwm Ibrhours
ville and the 1a1l(1 has ne\'er passed out 
of the posse . .;sion of the familv. heill~ 

owned \lOW hy our subject. 
Solomon Thornhurg married :\lary 

Staley ami they reared these chihlren: 
Eli7.abeth. Thomas. John. James and 
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In 1869, Mr. Thornburg was 
united in marriage with Nannie A. 
Wilson, a daughter of James Wilson. 
l\J rs. Thornburg is an active member 
of the Methodist Epi,:;copal Church 
South. 

DANIEL T. BIRTWELL. M. D. 

DA~IEL T. BIRTWELL, M. D., 
a leading physician of Clarksburg, 
\Vest Virginia, has not only achieved 
an honorable rank in his chosen pro
fession, but as a citizen is interested 
in all that concerns the progress and 
development of his locality. He was 
born at Chester, Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania, May 24, 1874, and is 
a son of Ebenezer and Margaret 

(Armstrong) Birtwell. The father 
was also born in Chester, and is of 
English descent, while the mother who 
is of Scotch ancestry, was born near 
Swathmore College, 111 Delaware 
County. Both are still residents of 
Chester, where Ebenezer Birtwell has 
long been engaged as a contractor and 
builder. Dr. Daniel T. Birtwell is 
the only son and the second member of 
a family of four children. The Birt
well family has been established in the 
Cnited States for a hundred years. 

Dr. Daniel T. Birtwell attende 1 
the common schools of Chester, com
pleting a three-years course in the 
High School in 1892. His ambition 
was to become a physician and with 
this end in view he started out to earn 
the means with which to pursue his 
studies. After six months in the First 
National Bank of Chester, he went to 
\Vashington. D. C, and was associ
ated with his uncle in the real estate 
husiness. During his second year in 
Washington, he began a scientific 
course in the collegiate department of 
Columbia University, and after com
pleting two full years of college work. 
matriculated in the medical department 
of Columbia University and completed 
the four-years course, graduating with 
the degree of M. D., on May 28, 1900. 
During his last year of study, he was 
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resident interne physician at the Co
lumbia Gniversity Hospital and was 
requested to serve a second year, btlt 
he declined. Going to Ohio, he passed 
the State medical examination there. 
Returning to West Virginia, he passed 
the State Board ~Iedical examination 
and settled for practice at Flemington, 
Taylor County, \Vest Virginia, one 
year later removing to Clarksburg. 
Since that time h~ has been acth'e in hi:; 
profession in that city and is a value<l 
member of the State l\ledical Society, 
and the :\merican ~Iedical Association. 
His hospital and clinical practice ill 
"'ashington gave Dr. Birtwell an op
portunity for study which he did not 
neglect. and his experience has bene
fited his many patients more than 
volumes of reading. although he i~ 

also a close student. In I<)02 he wa,; 
appointed medical examiner for the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
of X ew York, the K ew Englal1'l 
~Iutual Life Insurance Company of 
Boston. :\Iassachusetts. and the Se
curity ~{utual Life Insurance Company 
of Binghamton. Xew York. Both he 
and wife belong to the Goff ~lemorial 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Dr. Birtwell is a self-made man 
and he is justly proud of his success. 
His father sympathized with his am
bitions and was ready to a<h'ance his 

son's interests. but the latter decidd 
to rely entirely upon his own efforts. 
He is a fine specimen of American 
scholarship and professional ability. 

C. C. SCHOOLFIELD. M. D. 

(~. C. SCHOOLFIELD, ~1. D., a 
prominent physician and surgeon ot 
Charleston. Kanawha County, "'est 
"irginia, was hom in Bracken County, 
Kentucky, June 10. IR(>9. and is a son 
of Dr. C. B. and Florence (Holmes) 
Schoolfield. both of whom were also 
natives of Kentuck)·. 

Dr. G. C. Schoolfield is a graduate 
of the ~fedical College of Ohio and 
has heen engaged for many years in 
the successful practice of his profession 
in Kentucky. The three children born 
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ABRAHAM L. HELMICK. 

:\BR,-\H,\~l 1.. I1EL~llCK, presi

dent of the County Court of Tucker 
County. postmaster at Thomas. \ Vest 
Virginia. and a prominent politician 
and well known citizen of that town, 
was horn in IX(14. at Circleville, Pen
dleton County. \ \" est Yirginia. an(1 is 
a son of :\hram B. and Katherine 

(~t ul1enax) Helmick. 
:\hram B. Helmick. father of our 

suhject. was horn in Highland County. 
Virginia. hut is now a resident of 
Tucker County. \\"est Yirginia. at the 
age of 60 years. In IX6I. under pro
test. he enlisted in the Confederate 

Army. an(1 sen-ed until 1X63. under 
Gen. "Stonewall"' Jackson. His sym
pathies being with the Cnion. he then 
entered the l'nion ,\rmy. In politics 

he is a stanch Republican. His occu
pation through life has been farming. 

The mother of our suhject was born 
in Pendleton County. Virginia, now 
\Yest Virginia. and died at the age of 

3-l years. in 1877. Both parents sup-
, ported the ~lethodist Church, of which 

the\" were most worthy memhers. 
The three children born to them were: 
. \Ihert C. postmaster at Thomas, 
\\'est \' irginia; Georgiana. wife of 

John J. Knotts. a farmer of Tucker 
County; and Ahraham L.. of this 
sketch. 

.-\hram 1.. Helmick is a weIl known 
citizen of this locality and has been 

very prominent in hoth po.tical and 
fraternal circles for a number of 
ye:us. :\ Republican in politics, for 
the past four, years he has heen chair
man of the Fairfax District Repuhlican 
Committee; was elected county com
missioner of Tt:cker County im899; 
and for the past three years has been 
the efficient president of the County 
Court of Tucker County. Cnder the 
administration of President Benjamin 

Harrison. he was appointed postmaster 
of Thomas. \Yest Virginia. and is now 
the acting postmaster of the same 

town. ~J r. IIelmick is a memher of 
Lodge ?\ o. I I I, K. of P., of Hend
ricks, and represented the lodge in the 
Grand Lodge at Charleston, in 1897. 
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He is a charter member of Thomas 

Lodge, No. 145, 1. O. O. F., and rep
resented this lodge in the Grand 
Lodge at Harper's Ferry, in 1896. 

In 1891 Mr. Helmick was married 
to Kate Flynn, who was born in 1862, 
near Yonkers, New York, and died in 
1902. being a daughter of Patrick and 
Katherine Flynn. Two rhildren, Mar

garet Marie and Joseph, survi\'e her. 
She was a devoted memher of the 

Catholic Church. 

HIRAM KENOLEY SHUMATE. 

HIRA:\1 KEXDLEY SHU-

M.\ TE, a prominent citizen of Wi!l
iamson, \Vest Virginia, and the leader 

of the :Mingo County bar, was born in 
that part of Fayette County, Virginia, 
now included in Raleigh County, 

West Virginia, January 10, 1844. He 
is a son of Daniel and Narcissa (Bur
gess) Shumate. 

Daniel Shumate was born in Giles 
County, Virginia, where he became a 
man of substance and importance. He 
served as clerk of both courts of 
Raleigh County from the time of the 
county's formation until his death, in 

1863, at the age of 41 years. Mr. 
Shumate entered the Confederate 
service at the beginning of the Ch·il 
\Var and his death, at a comparati\'ely 
early age, was caused by hardships 
endured as a prisoner of war. He was 
prominent in the Masonic fraternity. 
He was a member of the Baptist 
Church. The mother of our subject 
was horn in Mercer County, then in
cluded in Giles County. and has reached 
the age of 77 years. She is a belove<l 
member of a son's household, at 
Raleigh Court House. She is a mother 
in Israel in the Baptist Church. A 
family of three sons and four daugh
ters was born to Daniel Shumate and 
wife. 

Hiram K. Shumate was educated 
in the local. select and subscriptio'l 
schools and Alleghany College. at 
Blue Sulphur Springs, Virginia. now 
\Vest Virginia, and was a student 
there at the outbreak of the Civil \Var. 
With youthful enthusiasm. he enlisted 
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in Company C, 36th Regiment Vir
gin Infantry, of which Col. John B. 
!\IcCausland was commander. In 1864 
he was captured at the battle of Cloyd'" 
Farm and was incarcerated at Camp 
Chase. Ohio, being exchanged 111 

!\Iarch, 1865, when he returned home 
to Raleigh Court House. 11r. Shu
mate then engaged in school teaching 
for about five years, in the meantime 

employing his leisure moments III 

reading law. \\,hm the lawyer's test 
oath was removed, he \\"2S admitted 
to the har and commenced the practice 
of his profession in Fayette County 
in I8iO. The following year he went 
to Kansas and remained in that State 
for three years and then returned to 
\\'e~t \'irginia. Soon after he was , 
elected prosecuting attorney of \\'yom· 
ing County where he resided until 
I8i9. when he removed to \\'ayne 
County. In 18<)0 he settled in Logan 
County and when the county of ~I ingo 
was formed from Logan. in 18<)5. he 
removed to \\'illiamson. selecting the 
<:ounty seat as a promising field. His 
judgment has been justified. He took 
a very active part in the formation of 
the new county and has a wide repu
tation as a capable, and eloquent law
yer, as well as a progressi\'e and pub
lic spirited citizen. 

In I8()8 ~Ir. Shumate married 

:\iargaret C. Squires, who was born 
in 18.19. in Braxton County, Virginia, 
now \Vest Virginia, and they reared 
a family of nine children, seven of 
these still sun·i\·ing. Mrs. Shumate 
is a member of the Baptist Church. 
Fraternally ~r r. Shumate is a :\1ason 
and an OcId Fellow. Politically he i.:; 

a Democra 1. 

UBA MARION SMITH . 

ELB.\ :\L\RIOX S~IlTH. until 
recently manager of the Grafton office 
of the great \\' eaver Coal & Coke 
Company. of Chicago lI1inois. but now 
located in the interest of this company 
at \\'ea\·er. \\'est \'irginia. was born 
in 18&> at Louisa. Kentucky, and is 
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\Vheeling as well. He enjoys the high
-est esteem and respect of his fellow citi
zens, because of his undisputed integ
rity, upright character, splendid charity 
and lifelong fair dealing with all men. 
'On account of failing health he retired 
from active business in 1899, his sons, 
\\'iIIiam, Louis, Charles and Frederick, 
-succeeding him. 

W. W. WHYTE. 

\Y. W. WHYTE. ex-sheriff of 
McDowell County, West Virginia, a 
prominent citizen of \Yelch, and a 
leading politician 111 the southern 
portion of the State, was born in 

Amelia County, Virginia, in 1860, and 
came to West Virginia in 1888. 

Prior to coming to West Virginia, 
Mr. Whyte filled a number of clerical 
positions connected with railroad 
work and in other lines. He was one 
of the early coal operators in the 
Pocahontas Flat-Top field, and was 
connected with the Houston Coal & 
Coke Company until 1896, when he 
was elected sherriff. Since 1892 he has 
served as chairman of the Republican 
party organization in the county, and 
has been a powerful factor in the po
litical situation. His father was an 
old line Whig and with his earliest 
breath our subject imbibed Republi
can doctrines. In IC)OO :\lcDowell 
County gave the late President :\Ic
Kinley a majority of O\'er 2,500 vote., 
out of a total of less than 5.000, a re
sult maidy attr;buted to tl:e excelient 
management of ~t r. "'hyte. Since 
:\larch. 1900. he has been a member of 
the board of directors of the \Yest 
Virginia Penitentiary at :\lounds\·iIIe. 
:\Ir. \Vhyte is very prominent also in 
fraternal circles and is one of the lead
ing Masons in the county, belonging 
to the blue lodge at \Velch; the chapter 
at Bramwell; h'anhoe Commandry, 
Ko. 10, K. T., at Bramwell; and 
Beni-Kedem Tenlple :\. A. O. X. ~1. 

S., at Charleston. 
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WILLIS S. MICHAEL. M. D. 

WILLIS S. ~IICH.\EL. ~L D .. 
a practicing physician of IIendricks, 
Tucker County. \Yest Yirginia, whose 
profe~sional skill has gained him the 
confidence and patronage of the res
idents of the town, was born in 1868 
in Preston County. \Vest Virginia, 
and is a son of Dr. John F. and Annie 
pleyers) ~Iichael, both of whom were 
also natives of Preston County. 

Dr. John F. ~Iichael has been a 
prominent physician of Preston Coun
ty for 28 years. and for 20 years has 
heen a memher of the pension exam
ining hoard. He saw service during 
the Civil War. enlisting in 1863 in 
the l·nion .-\rmy. in the 3rd Reg .. 
West Virginia Yol. Inf., and renlain-

1I1g 111 the ranks until the cessation 
of hostilities. In politics he is iden
tified with the Republican party. He 
holds fraternal relations with the ~Ia
sons. Odd Fellows and Knights of 
Pythias. Both he and his wife belong 
to the ~rethodist Church. They reared 
a family of nine sons. 

Dr. Willis S. ~Iichaels was edu
cated in the common schools and the 
State Xormal School at Huntington. 
For four years he taught school dur
ing the winter months and then began 
to read medicine, with his father. 
Two years later he was prepared for 
college. and in 1&)0 entered the Col
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, Bal
timore. ~Iaryland. where he was grad
nated in 1893. He hegan practice 
at Hendricks. where he is still located. 
and where he has become one of the 
much esteemed citizens. He has been 
physician and surgeon for the Dry 
Fork Railroad Company at Hen
dricks, \Yest Virginia, for the past 
nme years. He belongs to the \Vest 
Virginia State ~redical Association. 
In 1 &) [-92 he sen-ed on t he pension 
examining board. 

Tn I&>4 Dr. ~fichaels was married 
to Lena Roy, who was horn in 1877 
in Randolph Coullty. West Yirginia. 
Two children ha\'e heen horn to this 
marriage. The Doctor and his wife 
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belong to the ~Iethodist Church. Fra
ternally he is a Knight of Pythias, 
and. politically, a Republican. 

ROBERT EMMET HUOHES. 

HOX. ROBERT E :\1 ~1 E T 
Hl·(;HES. member of the \Vest 
Virginia I louse of Delegates from 
Ripley. Jackson County, and one of 
the prominent memhers of the State 
har. was horn April 12, 1867, in 
Summerfield. X oble County, Ohio. 
He is a son of Re\·. Rohert JJ amiltol1 
and Elmira ( Grizzle) Hughes, the 
former of wholll was a son of Fran
cis Hughes. who was horn :'olay 30. 
1~12. of \\"elsh descent and locate!) 
in Belmont County. Ohio. (;ran<!-

mother Hughes, fomleriy Xancy 
Howell, was a niece of Gen. Anthony 
\Vayne. Our subject'li mother was a 
daughter of Thomas Grizzle and his 
wife, who was a Hamilton. 

Rev. Robert Hamilton Hughes was 
a minister of the Methodist Church. 

The education of Robert E. Hughes 
was secured in the common schools 
of \\' est Virginia, supplemented with 
two terms at the Ohio Cni"ersity at 
Columbus. After a comprehensive 
study of the law, followed by his ad-

I mission to the bar, he began practice 
I in Charle..<lton, West Virginia, on 
I January I, 1897. In August. 1901, 

he removed to Ripley, Jackson Coun
ty, where he has continued e,'er since. 
and which county since 1902 he ha,; 
represented in the Legislature. ~lr. 

Hughes had previously been a memher 
of the Legislature, ha"ing been elected 
to the House of Delegates in 1 ~96, 

from Kanawha County. He has heen 

an acti"e yet consen'ati"e member of 
the House, and is generally conceded 
to he one of its best speakers. He 
showed his power as an adnx:ate on 
the floor of the House, in the speech 
he made on the reconsideration of the 
famous .. Hinton Charter Bill," which 
had heen decisively defeated. on its 
second reading. The unanswerahle 
speech he made in behalf of the people 
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patients and of his fellow citizens in 
general. He has mastered his profes
sion in a manner that has brought him 
prominence in the community and well 
deserved success. During his residence 
in Cincinnati, he gained through a com
petitive examination the Bartholow 
prize. He is a member of the "Vest 
Yirginia l\ledical Society, and an hon
orary member of the ~Jassachusetts 

:\Iedical Society. Fraternally, he has 
been a member of Triadelphia Lodge, 
Xo. 49, I. O. O. F., for 19 years, has 
passed through the different chairs, and 
upon two occasions was sent as a rep
resentative to the Grand Lodge. 

Dr. Carter was married, in 1885. 
to Harriet \\' ebb, a daughter of Dr. 
J. W. and Mary (Shumate) Webb. 
Dr. \\'ebb, who was a minister of the 
Gospel for more than 50 years, and who 
died at the age of 70 years, was a noted 
:'Iethodist Episcopal minister of \Vest 
Yirginia, and was presiding elder for 
many years. Dr. and l'Irs. Carter have 
one child, a daughter Grace, who was 
born in September, 1888. They are 
members of the Stone Presbyterian 
Church. In 1898, the Doctor built a 
lo-room house, of two and a half 
stories: it is equipped in modem style, 
has a private water system, gas heaters 
in each room, and is the best residence 
in Triadelphia. 

LOUIS E. McWHORTER. 

LOUIS E. ::\lcWHORTER, a 
leading attorney and a prominent and 
influential citizen of Charleston, \\'est 
Virginia, was born Xovember 30, 
ISS6, at Spencer, Roane County, ,"ir
ginia, now West Virginia. He is a 
son of Judge J. ::\1. ::\lcWhorter, a 
prominent citizen of Lewisburg, Green
brier County. His mother bore the 
maiden name of Julia A, Stalnaker. 

Judge J. ::\1. ::\Ic Whorter was the 
first Auditor of the new State of \ \. est 
Virginia and filled the office from 
::\Iarch 4, 1865, to ::\Iarch 3, 186<). 
lIe was a son of Dr. Fields ::\lcWhor
ter, an old resident of Lewis County, 
Yirginia, now \Vest Virginia, where 
he was born _-\pril 30, 1828. \\'hile 
yet a young man, Judge ::\lc\\-horter 
rel11O\"ed to Roane County and from 
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-early In 1899. Later his office was 
changed to that of general superintend
ent of the National Steel Company in 
the Wheeling district. He has been a 
<Ii rector for many years in the Bellaire 
Steel Company, and when the National 
Steel Company was organized was 
elected a director in that company. He 
has since been re-elected, and is a mem
her of the ooard of directors in each 
company at the present time. 

)Ir. Carter was united in marriage, 
XO\'cmher 2, 1887, with Gertrude E. 
Caldwell. who was oorn in Philadel
phia. and reared and married in \Vheel
ing. She is a daughter of Hon. A. 
Bolton Caldwell, who was the first At
torney General of West Virginia. The 
latter ,,'as a son of Joseph Caldwell, 
whose estate and residence were where 
the lower part of \Vheeling is, to a 
large extent, now built. He was for 
many years president of the Merchants' 
& ~[echanics' Bank of Wheeling. and 
was one of the suhstantial early resi
dents of the city. Joseph Caldwell was 
a son of James Caldwell, who settled 
in \\'heeling in 1772. and was one of 
the first judges of Ohio County. The 
mother of :\Irs. Carter is :\Iatilda 
(Xewman) Caldwell, a llati\'e of Lou
isiana. and now a resident of \Vheeling. 

.\Ifred B. Carter and his wife ha\'e 
two children.-Gertrude I. and Alfred 

B. Religiously, they are attendants of 
St. ~Iatthew's Protestant Episcopal 
Church. :\Ir. Carter is one of the most 
acth'e and enterprising citizens of 
Wheeling. He has been identified with 
many enterprises calculated to benefit 
and imprO\'e the city, and his energy 
and business sagacity are well known 
in se\'eraI States. He is a member of 
the Board of Trade of Wheeling. 

ANDREW JACKSON STEPHENSON. 

.\ X DR E W J :\CKSOX STE
PHEXSOX.--Probahly no citizen of 
Clay County, \Vest Virginia. stands 
higher in public estimation than does 
_ \ndrew Jackson Stephenson, who for 
3 I years has been the efficient clerk of 
the Circuit and County courts. :\fr. 
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HO:"!. JOHN W. BLIZZARD. 

HOX. JOHX W. BLIZZARD, 
member oi the \Vest Virginia House 
of Delegates from Fayette County, 
\Vest Virginia, and one of the intelli
gent and broad-minded citizens of Nut
tallburg. was born in IR.p in Nicho
las County, Virginia, now \Vest Vir
ginia. being of Scotch-Irish and Eng
lish descent. He is a son of James amI 
Nancy C. D1izzanl, and grandson of 
Frederick and ~[ary (CampbelI) Bliz
zanl. The great-grandfather of ~Ir. 

Blizzard was born in Scotland, and 
immigrated to Yirginia prior to the 
Re\'olutionary \\'ar in which he took 
an active part. 

Fre(lerick Blizzard. who was a na
tive of Pendleton. Yirginia. now \Vest 
Virginia. took part in the \Var of 
1 RI2. _\lthough the family has ne\'er 

members have all been most highly 
respected people and worthy members 
of society. 

James Blizzard, the father of John 
\V. Blizzard was born in what is now 
West Virginia. Our subject's mother, 
who was a native of Greenbrier Coun
ty, Virginia, now West Virginia, died 
June 9, 1858, seven children sun'i\'ing 
her decease. James Blizzard married 
a second time, and was the father of 
a large family of children. His death 
occurred in 1888, and his widow re
sides in Calhoun County, with three 
of her children. 

John \\T. HIizzard was the fourth 
member of a family of 12 children born 
to his parents and one of the seven sur
\'h'ors at the death of his mother. He 
received his education in the common 
schools at Preston and the Olin In
stitute at Blacksburg. Since 16 years 
of age, he has practically made his 
own way in the world, being engaged 
for a considerable period on construc
tion work for the Chesapeake & Ohio 

Railway, and then farming for three 
years. For 21 years ~Ir. Blizzard en
gaged in mining, but later purchased 
a small farm upon which he has made 

many imprO\'emel1ts and where he has 
a very pleasant, attracti\'e home. 

~J r. llIizzard was married :\Iarch 
heen note(1 for worldly wt:alth, its 4-, 1875. and has a family of three sons 
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and three daughters, two of the daugh
ters and one son being married. He 
has always been more or less active in 
politics, but only in late years has con
sented to accept office. In 1902 he 
was elected a member of the \Yest Vir
ginia House of Delegates and has per
formed the duties incident to the office 
with an eye single to the welfare of 
his section. He has always taken a 
deep interest in the laboring classes 
and belongs to the Cnite(l :\Iine \\"ork
~rs of :\merica. ~Ir. Blizzard and 
family belong to the :\Iethodist Church. 

28. 1865, in Kanawha County, West 
Virginia, and is a son of Charles Cam
eron and Elizabeth (Wilson) Lewis. 

The Lewis family has long been 
one of prominence. and of both social 
and commercial integrity in this sec
tion of the country for many years. 
The founder of the family in Virginia 
was John Lewis. a son of An(lrew anu 
:\lary (Calhoun) Lewis. who was horn 
in 1678. in County Donegal, province 
of l·lster. Ireland. and died in Virginia 
111 1762. Pre,·ious to settling in 
.\ugusta County. Virginia. he lived in 
Pennsyh'ania where he awaited the 

I coming of his family. It is said that 
the family was of French Huguenot 
,,~ock, dri,'en frol11 France to Ireland 
by religious persecutions. Other au
thorities. with probably more reason, 
assign it \\' elsh derivation. Although 
born in Ireland John Lewis was euu
cated in Scotland and was a man of it'
Auence. He possessed by inheritance 
a handsome estate in I reland and also 
leased "aluable property contiguous to 

his own. In 1732. with others he 
COL. CHARLES CAMERON LEWIS. JR came to :\merica and settled upon a 

COL. CH.\RLES C.\~IERO:\ grant of 40.000 acres of land which 
LEWIS, JR .. of the firm of Lewis, had been obtained by Isaac \"an :\Ieter 
Hubbard & Company. one of the larg- and his brother by warrant from the 
est wholcsal:! IIJuses in the grocery line G(wernor of Virginia. John Lewis 
in \\'est Virginia. and a leading con- was the first white settler in .\ugusta 
'Cern of Ch;>.rkston. was born August County. and founde(1 the town of 
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is a Republican in politics, but is no 
politician. He is a progressh'e and 
honorable business man and enjoys a 
large measure of the public esteem. 

HON. W. R. BENNETT. 

HOX. W. R BEXXETT, judge 
of the Criminal (""t\urt of Fayette 
County, We:~t Virginia, and one of the 
mo~t prominent citizens of :\Iontgom
ery. was born in Fayette County. 
August i. IR(,4. He is a son of 
Thomas and :\Iary D. (Ryan) Ben
nett. the former of whom resicles 111 

Xisholas County anti the latter of 
whom died in I R<J9. 

The Bennett family is an old estab
lished one of Virginia, an(1 there the 
grandfather. Elijah Bennett. was born. 

He was one of the very early settlers 
in the western part of Old Dominion, 
no\\' included in \Vest Virginia, and 
die!1 in Greenhrier County when his 
son Thomas was a boy. 

Thomas Bennett was born 10 

Greenbrier County and removed to 
Fayette County when ahout .~o years 
olel. There he marriecl )Iary D. 
Ryan. who was a c1aughter of Co\. 
William W. and Sally (Hundley) 
Ryan. both of whom were natives of 
_ \Ihenllarle County. Virginia. Early 
in the "thirties." Colonel Ryan ami his 
family started to move to Ohio, but 
after cn )~sing the mountains they 
found such pleasant locations in Fay
ette County, that they decidecl to re
main there. Consecluently Colonel 
Ryan bought a farm of 100 acres in 
the woods, near the Gauley River. 
There he huilt his house, worked in 
the summers on his land and taught 
the country school in the winters and 
became a successful and well known 
man. He was a great student and 
very familiar with the Bible. Both he 
and his wife were very consistant mem
hers of the :\Iethoclist Church, people 
aclmirable Jt1 life and character. 
Colonel Ryan diecl at the age of 85 
and his wi fe a short time before, aged 
Rt years, hoth in Clay County. Only 
one of their family of 10 children still 
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to ~Iontgomery 10 years ago, he was 
called upon to pit his legal ability 
against old and tried jurists,-gradu
ales of law universities. It has yet 
to be discO\'ered when he was e\'er 
fouml lacking either in knowledge or 
judgment, When he ga\'e up his 
private practice for the bench, it wa" 
bringing him an income of $3.000 per 
year. His course has met with general 
approval and it is safe to pre(lict that 
higher honors a wait Judge Bennett. 
Fraternally he helongs to the Improved 
Order of Red ~ren, Religiously he is 
a ~reth()dist. 

C. H. TURNER. JR. 

C. II. Tl'RXER. JR., the junior 
member of the plumhing and steam
fitting business firm of C. H. Turner 

& Company, of Clarksburg, West Vir
ginia, was born in Parkersburg, \V ood 
County, \\'est Virginia, December 10 .. 

1874. He is a son of C. H. and ~Iar
garet (\\' iIliams) Turner. 

C. H. Turner, Sr., is of English 
descent and was born in Albany. Xew 
York. His wife was born at Defiance,. 
Ohio. The family comprises five 
children, viz.: George, of Clarksburg; 
Bertha, of Parkersburg; C. H., of 
this sketch; Coraline (~Irs. Charles 
~f organ.) of Parkersburg; and Cora, 
also of Parkersburg. 

C. H. Turner, Jr., was reared in 
Parkersburg. where his father has con
ducted a plumbing and steam-fitting 
husiness for the past 30 years. and was· 
educated in the public schools until the 
age of 16, when he entered Xotre 
Dame Cnh'ersity, Indiana, where he 
remained two years. In order to per
fect himself in mechanical engineer
ing. he then entered the Cni\'ersity of 
\\" est \'irginia, at ~rorgantown, and 
upon completing the course went back 
to Parkersburg in 1&)7. In 1900 he' 
remo\'ed to Clarksburg and from that 
point manages the husinessof the firm 
of C. H. Turner & Company. his 
father being the senior partner, and 
George Turner being bookkeeper. 
The business includes general contract
ing and plumhing and gas and steam-
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retired drug firm of Bullock & Cren
shaw, of Philadelphia. In 1882 he 

graduated from the Philadelphia Col

lege of Phamlacy, and followed the 
drug business until he took up the 

study of medicine. In the spring of 

1888 he graduated from Hahnemann 

Medical College of Philadelphia, set

tling in Parkersburg in the succeeding 
fall. There he has met with eminent 

success. He is a memher of the Inter

national Hahnemann Association of 
which he was elected vice-president at 

Niagara Falls and served in 18')8 at the 

meeting at Atlantic City, where he was 

elected for the next meeting. which 
will take place at Boston, ?o.lassachus

etts. in June, I<}03. He was urged for 
the presidency. but declined the honor. 
Dr. Boger is most highly regarded in 

the profession. and is a valued member 

of the West Virginia Homeopathic 
Society and has sen'e(l as its president: 

and of the Ohio Valley Homeopathic 

Society. 
l\f rs. Dr. Boger was formerly a 

Miss Forrester, who was born in \\"ash

ington C:ollnty. Pennsyh·ania. and five 

chil<1ren have been added to the family. 
three of whom attend school. The 

family residence is near DlIdleY'·ille. 

while the Doctor is professionally lo

cated at X(). 225 7th street. Parkers

burg. 

HON. C. W. MAY. 

HOX. C. W. ~L\ Y, President of 

the State Senate, and a prominent 

memher of the bar of Hamlin, Lincoln 

County, \\'est Virginia, was born in 

Lincoln County, July 14. 186<). He 
is a son of Jacob and Annie (Huff) 

~lay. hoth of whom are natives of 
Virginia. 

The e(lllcation of our subject was 

hegun in the common schools of Lin

coln (·ounty. After completing the 

c()urse. he taught school for se\'en 

years. and then entered the l'niversity 

of \\"est Virginia. from which he was 

g-raduated in 1894. In 1895 he began 
the practice of law and in the follow

ing year was elected prosecuting attor
ney of Lincoln County. a position 

which he most efficiently filled for a 

period of four years. 
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~Ir. May has always been an ar

dent supporter of the principles of th~ 
Republican party, and in 1900 that 
party elected him State Senator and re
turned him to the Senate in 1902. 

His executive ability, good judgment 
and impartial methods made him the 
successful candidate for President of 

the Senate in the session of 1903, a 
position he has filled with the dignity 
becoming to it. 

~Ir. !-oray is a member of Hamlin 
Lodge. Xo. 4, :\. F. & A. ~1.; Hamlin 
Lodge, 1. O. 0. F.; and Hamlin 
Lodge, Xo. 161, A. O. V. W. 

HON. JOHN Y. YORK. 

HO~. JOHX Y. YORK, a mem
ber of the State Senate of West Vir
ginia, from \Vayne County, is a promi-

nent citizen of Yorkville, where he has 
extensive business interests. He W"aS 

born in \Vayne County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, September 24, 1846. 
and is a son of Joseph D. and Eliza
beth (Ratcliffe) York, the former a 
native of Brown County, Ohio, and 
the latter of \Vayne County, Virginia, 
now \Vest Virginia. 

John Y. York received his edu
cation in the common and subscription 
schools of this locality, and early in 
life engaged in the lumber business, 
which he has since followed with an 
abundance of success. He is also in
terested in various other enterprises, 
among them a mercantile business at 
Yorkville. He owns and operates a 
farm of 300 acres and in all owns 
about 1,500 acres of land. During 
President Harrison's administration, a 

post office was established at Yorkville 
and for some time our subject served 
as postmaster. They have two mail., 

a day and the Korfolk & \Vestern 

Railway Company contemplates the 
construction of an extension to the 
town, which will make Yorkville one 

of the best little towns of \Vest Vir

ginia. )lr. York is a stanth Republi
can in politics, and has sen'ed as 
County Commissioner and in the State 
Senate, where he has most ably repre
sented his constituents. 
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John Y. Yurk was marrieel in I R6(} 
to Fanny Keysor, by whom he had II 

children. He formed a sewne! matri

monial alliance. with Celeste Parsley. 

by whom he has three children. Fra

ternally. he is a member of Fort Gay 

Lodge. Xo. SH. .\. F. & .\. ),1.; Chapter 

:\'0. ~8. R. .-\. ),1.; and is a member of 

the Knights of Pythias. 

HON. T, C. DAVIS, 

1I0~. T. C. D.\ \·IS. mel1lh~r of 

the \\"est \'irginia House of Delegates 

frum Pleasants County. anll post

ma..;ter at \\·asp. was horn Decemher 

25. 1~-l3. in :\"lhle COllnty. Ohio. anll 
is a ,,<In oj Is.ac all' I Eliza (\\"illiam
~Iln) I)a\'is. allll a gran«is11n of Jesse 

D:l\'is. a Re\'olutiollary sol,lier. Both 

gralHlfather allll father \\'ere horn in 
:.10 

Virginia, and the latter died in )'larch. 

1875. aged 98 years. The mother uf 
our subject was born in 1830, in 
\\"ashington County, Ohiu, ane\ died 

in 1852, when her son, our suhject. 

was nine years ul<l. The Da\'is family 
is of German extractiun. 

),f r. Da \'is is known as one uf the 

leading farmers of Pleasants Cuunty. 

There he owns a fine stock and grain 

producing farm of 200 acres. which 

ranks with the best estates in the 

county. He has taken an acti\'e part 

in politics for a number of years and 

has held many responsible position~ 

prior to his election tu the House, in 

1<)02. He has been secretary of the 

Hoard of Education. township clerk, 

school trustee and justice uf the peace. 

For four years he was a member of 

the County Court. making le\'ies anti 

trying nearly all the cases which now 

gil to the Circuit Court. lie is an 
anlent Repuhlican and in I&)X was 

appointeel postmaster at \\"asp. hy the 

late President ),fc Kinley. 

In I X(I() ),1 r. Da\'is marne!\ Jennil' 
(;orrell. who. at cleath left two chil

dren. In IXXo )'Ir. Da\'ies marriecl 

again: the three children of the SCCOIl! i 

union (Iiec! in infancy. He is a man 

of quiet manner ;~n<l has not m:tcie 

him.;elf conspicuous in the proC'ceciings 

of the HI'lIse. hut has kept in cln..;e 
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touch with all legislation and has been 
a faithful and consistent a<h'ocate of 
all the interests of his constituents and 
a careful and conservative adviser on 
party meast:res, 

HON. RAY V. CHIDESTER. 

HO~. R.\ Y V, CHIDESTER. 
memher of the \\"est \'irginia House 
of Delegate~ from Lewis County, was 
born in \\"eston, Lewis County, De
cemher 4. IRiS, and is a son of \Vell
ingtoll \'. and ~lary (Linger) Chides
ter. hoth nati\'es of that part of \\'est 
Virginia. 

Phineas \\'. Chidester. a Scotch
man hy hirth. the gralllifather of our 
suhject. came to America ahout 18 q. 

settled in l~ pshur County. Virginia. 
and there became a prominent agricul
turist. To him and his estimable wi fe 
were born six children. They were 
Seceders in religious faith. 

\Vellington V. Chidester was a 
fanner in early life. but later became 
a merchant and conducted a prosper
ous business for a number of years. 
but is now living a retired life. The 
six sur\"i\'ing children of the family 
of 12 born to \\' ellington V. Chides
ter and his wife. :\Iary Linger, are: 
:\1 rs. Sarah J. Rittenhouse; Layne B. ; 
:\Irs. Fannie F. :\lcCray; John C.; 
and Frank P. 

Ray V. Chidester, the subject of 
this sketch. was primarily educated in 
the common schools of Lewis County 
and later attended the \\'est Virgini:l 
Conference Seminary at Buckhannon. 
three years later leaving that institu· 
tion to enter the Fairmont State :\or
mal School. where he was graduated 
in the class of 1894. Later he at
tended the ~I ountain State Business 
College at Parkersburg, taking a full 
business course, and then began hi" 
reading of the law under Hon. . \n
drew Edmiston. of \\' eston. He was 
a<lmittell to the bar of Lewis County 
in 1900. locate'd at \\'eston and has 
been successfully engaged in the prac
tice of his profession ever since. mak-
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and Sally, who is principal of the Buf
fington school at Huntington. 

Capt. Thomas \Vest Peyton, the 
third of the name in succession, gradu
ated at ~larshall College, Huntington. 

in 1877, prior to completing his 17th 
year. He then entertd the law office 
of Gibson & Lane, where he studied 
until he reached his majority and suc
cessfully passed the examination of 
the judges and was admitted to the bJ.r 
in 1881. Captain Peyton commenced 
practice at once, and during his first 
partnership with Captain Gibson in 
1884 was elected by the Democrats to 
a six-years term as Circuit clerk of 

Cabell County. In 189£, he formed a 
partnership with james :\larcu111, which 

continued until 1894 and in 1 899 h~ 
entered into his present partnershil 
with .\. V. Perkinson. The insuranc: 
partnership. which includes :\layor H, 
C. Conlon. was formed later and i~ 

one of the leading husiness enterprise~ 
in that line in the city. In 1889 Capt
ain Peyton entere<1 the \Yest Virginia 
::\atil)na\ (;uan\s. wa~ captain of Com

pany I. 2n<1 Reg-iment. \Yest Virginia 
!\ational Cuards. bllt resigned in 1894. 

Captain Peyton married a d,lt1ghter 
of :\T. Hm'ey and a g-randclallghler of 
ThollJas Thornhurg. the latter of whol1l 
was a pi'lIleer alH\ prominent resi<1ent 
of Cahell County. sen'ed in the Vir-

ginia Legislature and was a member 
of the Secession COI1\'ention of 1861. 
:\1 rs. Peyton died in 1902, and the four 
children of this union, three sons and 
one daughter, reside with their grand
parents at Barhours\'iIIe, the eldest son 
bearing the name of Thomas \Vest. 
Captain Peyton is a ~lason of high de
gree allll is past master, past high 
priest. and past eminent commander in 
the order. 

JOHN MASON PRICE. 

jOll X :\1. \SOX PRICE. ex
deputy sheriff of Greenbrier County. 
ex-maylJr al1<1 a prominent citizen oj 
I{f)nce\'erte. \ Y cst Virginia. was j,,,rtl 

in {;reenhrier County. Virg-inia. now 

\\'est \'irg-inia. Octoher i. IS.H. IIi" 
parents were jacoh and :\Iary Brc)wtl 

Digitized by Google 







MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 

politics. He has been one of Ron
ce\'erte's prominent and popular citi
zens and served the city for nine years 
as mayor. For 42 years he has been 
a )'Iason, entering the order in 0reen

brier Lodge at Lewisburg. in 1862, 

and is a charter member of both the 

blue lodge and Chapter Xo. 47, R. :\. 
).1.. at Ronce\·erte. He was one of the 
promoters of the Ronceverte Kational 
Bank. and has been one of the directors 
ever since its organization. I n re
ligious belief ),1 r. Price is a Preshy
terian. 

HON. WILLIAM GUY BROWN. 

and legislator, and a most "enerated 
resident of Kingswood. Preston Coun
ty, West Virginia. originated in the 
vicinity of Edinburg. Scotland. and 
was founded in northwestern \'irginia 

by James Brown, in 1790, 
William Guy Brown. the fourth 

son of James Brown. and suhject of 
this narrative. was horn September 25, 
1800. At the age of Z2 years he began 
the study of law, with Oliver Phelps 

and Joseph H. Samuels, of Parkers
burg. and was admitted to the bar of 
Preston County, in 1X23. )'lr. Brown 
almost immediately entered politics, 
finding in puhlic life a congenial field. 
He was elected prosecuting attorney 
of the county amI sen'ed a numher of 
years a<; such. until 1832. He was a 
stanch adherent of :\ ndrew Jackson 
and ardently supported him three 
times for the Presidency. )'Ir, Brown 

hecame the candidate of his party and 
was elected to the (;eneral . \ssemhly 
of Virginia. an<l sen'ed with dis

tinction in I X32 an(1 in 1 R+0-41-42-43 ; 

and in I ~4S was elected to C.lllg-ress. 
He was one oi the first to raise his 
\'(lice in favor of the war with :\Iexico 
and contrihuted time and means tn as-

H 0 X, \\'1 L L I ,\:\1 G lO Y sist in its successful and honorahle 
B R 0 \\' X.-The branch of the 

Brown family from which descended 
the late \\'illiam (~uy Brown. lawyer 

consummation. In 1847 he was re
elected to Congress and in I X:;o was a 
delegate to the Virginia Constitutional 
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received the commission of aide-de

camp with the rank of colonel, on the 
staff of Governor A. B. White. 

Mr. Paull is a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church, in which he is 
an elder. He has been one of the di
rectors of the Young :\Ien's Christian 
.\ssociation ·since its organization. He 
is director and chairman of the execu
ti\'e committee of the City Hospital, 
with which he has been associated since 
its organization. He is also a member 

of the Board of Trade. 

FRANCIS B. BURK. 

FR.\XCIS B. BeRK, city at

torney of Parkersburg, \Vest Vir
ginia, was born Fehruary I I, 1862, 
in \Yood County, \Vest Virginia, and 

he is a son of R. H. and Eliza J. 
(Davis) Burk. His grandfather, 
David B. Burke, was born July 10, 

1786, and died April 13, 1883; he was 
a stanch Whig. 

R. H. Burk was born near Steu
bem'ille, Ohio, December 16, 1828. 

In October, 1839, he accompanied hi;; 
uncle, \Villiam Hunter, to \Vood 
County, and the latter located near 
\Vaverly, li\'ing there many years, but 
dying in Parkersburg. At the age oi 

2.3, R. H. Burk married Eliza J. Da\'is, 
who was also reared near Steuben
ville, Ohio. She died in 1862, leaving 
four children, namely: \Villiam X., a 
general merchant at Ra\'enswood, 
West Virginia, who died at the age of 

40 years; James I I., a jeweler by trade, 
who is now filling the office of assist
ant to the chief deputy collector of in
ternal re\'enue, at Parkersburg: :\Iary 
J., who is the wife of J. D. ~IcKibben, 
a farmer of \\~oOll County; and Fran

cis B., who was an infant at the time 
of his mother's death. The second 

marriage of R. H. Burk was to .\nna 
B. Eppelein, who was born in thi ... 

State. :\Ir. Burk is engaged in farm
ing and stock raising near Parkers

hurg. He was very actively interested 
in politics, about the time of the pro
posed statehood of \Vest Virginia and 

attended several cOlH'entions at \Vheel-
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The parents are sun'ived by fi"e of 
their seven children. 

Dr. G. \V. Adams recei"ed his 
education in the common and select 
schools of Cabell County and was 
also given pri"ate instruction. He 
read medicine with Dr. E. F. Buffing
ton, of Huntington, \\'est Virginia, 
for about two years and then entered 
Louisville ~Iedical College and later 
the College of Physicians and Sur
geons, Cincinnati, graduating there in 
1889, with the degree of M. D. He 
practiced for two years in \Vayne 
County, \Vest Virginia, and then went 
to Kentucky for a year, returning 
then to Cabell County, \Vest Virginia, 
and locating in Barbours,·iIIe. Dr. 
Adams has hecome prominent in his 
profession, his superior skill and care
ful treatment ha\'ing heen shown on 
many occasions. 

In 1878 Dr. Adams married Ada 
Huff. who was born in the Valley of 
Virginia, and a family of six children 
has been born to this union, viz: Frank, 
Fred. Harry, Blandon. Florence. de
ceased. and Dewey. Politically, Dr. 
:\dams is affiliated with the Repuhli
can party. He is an Odd Fellow and 
a member of the Tri-State :\Iedical 
Society of West Virginia. Kentucky 
and Ohio. and of the American Medi
cal Association. 

OEN. N. S. BURLEW. 

GEN. K. S. BCRLE\\', one of the 
substantial and representative citizens 
of Charleston, West Virginia, a lead
ing hardware merchant and part 
owner of the Burlew Opera House, 
was born August 20, 1846, in Seneca 
County, Kew York, and is a son of 
James and Sophia (Wood) Burlew, 
both of whom are nath'es of Xew 

Jersey. 
General Burlew was educated in 

the common schools of New York and 
Xew Jersey, and in young manhood 
learned dentistry, which profession he 
practiced about seven years, at Cnion 
Springs, Kew York. In 1873 he lo
cated in Charleston. Kanawha County. 
and engaged in the lumber business, 
conducting the same in that locality 
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for three years. He was then ap
pointed assistant Cnited States mar
shal. under ~Iarshal De Vall. and re
mained in office two ye:lrs. resigning 
the posjtion then in order to embark 
in the hardware husiness in Charles
ton. a good opening presenting itself 
at that time. General Burlew has 
given Charleston a first-class store. 
carrying ewry line of hardware goods 
anI) specialties. and has made that city 
a center for that line of trade in the 
central section of the State. In ad
dition. he is part owner and the man
ager of the Burlew Opera House, is 
presi1lent of the Daily ~Iail Publishing 
Company. and "ice-president of the 
South Side I mprO\'ement C< 11l1pany. 

In 1Rfi3 General Burlew enliste(1 
for service in the \ \' ar of the Rebellioll 
in Company C. l20th Reg .. Xe\\' York 
Vol. Inf.. in which he served two years. 
. \t 11 arper's Ferry he was made a 
prisoner although he was SOOIl p:lroled. 

conviction. our suhject is a stanch Re
publican. Fraternally he is prominent 
in the different branches of ~Iasonry, 
belonging to hlue lodge, chapter, com
mandery. and Beni-Kedem Temple, of 
the ~rystic Shrine. 

GARVEY LEONARD COPELAND. M_ D . 

(i_\I{V EY LEOX :\l{D COPE-

During George \\'. .\tkinslln·s ad- L.\XD. ~1. 1> .. a successful me(lical 

ministration. he sen-ed as colonel on 
his staff and later as general 011 thc 
staff of (iowrnor .\. B. \\'hite. 

r n I XX7 (ieneral Burlew was mar
ried to Elizaheth Rand. who is :1 

daughter of \\'il\iam Rand and a de
scendant of an old \'irginia family. 
She is a member of the ~rethodist 

Episcopal Church. South. In political 

practitioner at Parsons. Tucker Coun
ty. \\' est Yirginia. was horn in I Xi 4. 

ill Forrest County. l'e:msyh-ania. an:l 
i" a son of Daniel F. an(1 Rachel 
( Connely) Copelan(\. both of whom 
were al~C) born ill Forrest Coullty. 

Daniel F. Copeland. the father of 
our sUhject. was born in 1X45. and 
follows the trade of mi1\wright. In 
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politics h 
ject's mo 

lcan. Our Sl 

n 111 1847. 
the paren five children, 
three sons ghters. 

Dr. Copeland was given an excel
lent common school education and com
pleted his medical course at the Uni
versity College of Medicine, at Rich-
mom\, Vi 
of three) 

I, after a s 
ated at Pars 

and his surgical abil 
ha ,'e brot prominence 
only with the public, but also with the 
profession. 

On January I, 1903, Dr. Cope
land was united in marriage with Cora 
Graham" who was born in Denver 
Colorado. land is a me 
ber of the hurch. 

CEO WEST, M. 
a practicing physician at Parsons, 
Tucker County, \Vest Virginia, was 
born in Turkey, in 1867, and is a son 
of Dr. Henry S. and Lottie (Tontz) 
\Vest. 

Dr. H t. who was bo 
m New 1. 
an emmet 

ringhamton. , 
f that city, a 

was select 1erican Board 
Foreign Missions, connected with thl! 
Presbyterian Church, as one of its rep
resentative physicians in the Turkish 
field. In 1859 he assumed the duties 

position an 
them until hi 

"lge of 49 ye 

per-

876, 
his 

e in the C' nit was 
politically identified with the Republi
can party. In religious faith he was a 
Presbyterian. The mother of our sub
ject was born in 1838 near Bingham-

\' York, and s 1ak-
home with h e S. 
consistent a mber 

resbyterian C ons. 
Dr. George Silas \\ est was one of 

a family of seven children, consisting 
of fi"e sons and two daughters. He 
came to the Vnited States at the age of 
nine years, after his father's death in 

His higher e sec-
Princeton C e he 

duated in 1 B90 
n at the C'niv 

(lical 
1syl-

"ania at Philadephia, which institution 
he entered in 1893 and was graduated 
in 1897. From the latter date to 1899 
he was assistant to Dr. O. H. Huff-

In 1899 he . dual 
at Springfiel inia, 

1e remained vhen 
ed an office a here 
ilding up a la ative 

practice. Dr. \Vest keeps in touch 
with medical movements and discover
ies all over the world, and belongs to 
the Tri-State :Medical Society of West 

T 
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Virginia. Kentucky and Ohio. and is 
also a member of the Tucker County 
:\Iedical Society. He is the examiner 
for a number of life insurance com

pames. 
Although Dr. \\'est was nine year~ 

of age before he ever saw the .-\meri
can home of his parents. he is a good 
American in every fiber. and. like his 
father. is identified with the Republi
can party. His religious connection 
is with the Preshyterian Church. 

HENRY DRURV HATFIELD. M. D. 

HEXRY DRl'RY II.\TFIELD, 
:\f. D. Eckman. :\IcDowell County. 
has in Dr. llatfield a physician and 
surgeon of marked ability and thor
ough professional education. He has 

heen a resident of that place since lyo<>. 

Dr. Hatfield was born in J872 at Lo
gan Court House. Logan County. 
\\' est Virginia. and is a son of Elias 
and Elizaheth ( Chaffins) HatfiehI. 
both natiYes of Logan County. 

Elias Hatfield was horn in IRp at 
Logan Court House and still resides 
there. He sen'ed through the Ci"il 
\rar under Col. A. G. Greenway. and 
had an excellent record. In politics 
he is a Democrat and fraternally he is 
an Odd Fellow. Both he and his wife 
are members of the Baptist Church. 
The mother of Dr. IIattield was horn 

in J K~5. Four sons and one daugh
ter were horn to our suhject's parents. 
namdy: (ireenway \\',. sheriff of :\Iin
go County. \\'est \'irginia; \rayne! 
\\',. a prominent physician at Chicago. 
lIIinois; an infant deceased: Edna. and 
Henry Drury. our suhject. 

nr. Hatfield ohtained his education 
in the common schools at Logan Court 
House and at Franklin College; the 
latter institution he entered at the age 
of 1 () years and graduated from it four 
years later. having completell the sci
entific course. In IRI)O he entered the 
L~niversity of Kentucky at Louis
ville. anll in I &)J graduated in med
icine and surgery. He located for 
practice at :\Iatewan. :\Iingo Coullty. 
\\'est \'irginia. all1l remained there 
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four years. as division surgeon for the 
Korfolk & Western Railway. He 
then located at Eckman. }IcDowell 
County, where he has become inter
ested in various business enterprises 
and has become well known and appre
ciated as an able practitioner. He has 
takcn four post-graduate courses at 
the ~ ew York Polyclinic; one at the 
New York Post-Graduate; one at the 
Philadelphia Polyclinic and belongs to 
the various medical associations of the 
State of West Virginia. He occupies 
many very responsible positions; is 
president of the West Virginia Min
er's Hospital, No. I, at Welch, being 
at present surgeon in chief; a member 
oi the International Association of 
Railway Surgeons; local surgeon for 
the Norfolk & Western Railway; 
physician and surgeon for the Pulaski 
Iron Cor;npany; physician and surgeon 
for the Empire Coal & Coke Com
pany; physician and surgeon for the 
Bnttol1l Creek Coal & Coke Company; 
alld occupies a similar relation to the 
Ticle Water and the Big Four Coal & 

Cokc companies. 
On }[arch 27. lRC)5, Dr. Hatfieltl 

was united in marriage to South Car
olina Bronson. who was born in Ken
ttlcky. They have a little daughter, 
II aze\. 1\1 rs. Hatfield is a member of 
the ~lethocJist Church. Fraternally 

the Doctor is connected with the ad
vanced Masonic bodies, the Elks and 
the Odd Fellows. 

CHARLES A. SMITH. 

CH.-\RLES A S:\llTH, an at
torncy-at-Iaw of Parkersburg. whose 
portrait accompanies this sketch, has 
heen a member of the \Yoocl County 
bar since ] 895. His untiring efforts 
have btlilt up a large and lucrative 
practice which has every promise of 
future permanency. He was born 
February q. 186<), St. Valentine's 
Day. in Wood County. West Virginia. 
al1(\ is a son of Benjamin Smith ami 
grandson of H ilander S111ith. 

H ilander Smith rel11O\'ecl with a 
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D. LAYDEN. 

D. L.\YDE:-\. o::e of the oLlest 

residents and :l prOlr.inent and sub

stantial citizen of ~lari11et. Katnwln 

County, \Vest Virginia. hr;-e1y inter

ested in C0:11 den:loping" and other e;l

terprises. was horn in 1844 in I rdand. 

He is a S()11 of Dominic Lyme anI 

Bridget (Hagerty) Layde:1. both of 
whom spent their lives in Irebn(1. 

In his own home our subject w:s 

thoroughly edl:c:1ted by his mother. 

who was a woman of superior qu:lifi

cations. and by her was LllIght the I 

languages. which for some years 

brought him large means and ample 

chance to visit almost all parts of the 

world. Through her instruction he 

was able to fill the position of inter-

preter for a firm that de:11t in ottle :ttlel 

in his line of work he visited 17 d:ffer

ent countries. including Austr::lia. th~ 

\Yest Indies, .-\merin. South .-\fr:c 1 

and . \sia. ~1 r. Layden Sl>elks se';e!l 

different languages. 

On :\pril 13. IR63. ~lr. L1y;le:1 

hmied in the city of :-\ew York awl 

for some time was loc:1ted at Scra:1:on. 

Pennsylvania. In 1865 he scttled a~ 

:'o.la\c\en. on the Kanawha River. i:l 

\\'est Virginia. and in 1870 he moved 

to Brownstown. a town that is now 

known ~s ~larn:et . In 1867 he 

tro\"ed to Charleston whcre he e:1-

gJ.ged in merchandising. Later whe:l 

he Ion ted at ~1 armet there \\'er~ 

but nine hOllse.'; in the villa:~e and t'l.~ 

one store was kept by Henry P. CI 'r:.~. 
r n 1870 he emlnrked t~lere in :1 ge:1er . j 

lrercantile business an(1 h::s he·::n int'r

e.,te<1 in aln~ost all of the lelding 1m .

i:le,;s enterprises of the phc~. He is a 
\'cry 11rge l:l11d owner and Ins dellt 

hrgely in the san~e and for the pJ.s~ 2) 

years has operated his O',\'n C(111 n~i:~e'. 

~fr. Layden is the large:;t tax p'yer 

in the town which he has so I11Jteri111y 

helped to develop. \Yhen he went 

there. almost as a pioneer. the Ches1-

peake & Ohio Railway had not b:e:1 

commenced. 

In 1870 ~Ir. Layden was u:lited i!l 

marriage with :\Iary Higgins. who \\,3" 
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born in Alleghany County, Virginia, 
and 10 childrea have been born to 
them. nine of whom still survive. :\lr. 
Layden is widely known and most 
highly t>steemeel. In politics he Ins al
ways heen a Democrat. 

IRA CLAY HICKS. M. D. 

ll{.\ CL.-\ Y HICKS, ~I. D., a 
prominent physician and surgeon of 
Hurricane, Putnam County, \Vest Vir
ginia, was horn in that county in June, 
1~68, amI is a son of B. D. and Selina 
( Hanshaw) Hicks. 

B. D. Hicks is a substantial farmer 
now residing" near \\"infidel. in Put
nam County. In political belief he is 
a Republican. I Ie has been a memher 
from early youth of the ~Iethodist 

Church, of which his "'wife was also a 
memher. ~Irs. Hicks passed away 
January 9, 1895, aged 46 years. There 
were 10 children horn to the parents 
of our subject, the nine sun'ivors be

ing: Dr. 1. Clay; W. K.; Dr. W. D.; 
Irene; Dr. Charles F.; James 0.. a 
medical student; Oliver E.; ~Iarietta: 
and 1. R. L. 

Dr. ha Clay Hicks was educated 
in the common and select schools of 
Putnam County and in ~Iarshall Col· 
lege, and then was engaged in teach
ing school for about six years. The 
last teacher's certificate that he se· 
cured was the best given in the county. 
being based on the general average of 
100 per cent. that he secured in the 
teachers' examinations. He also acte(l 
for a short time as hookkeeper and 
postmaster at Lorraine, \\' est Yir
ginia. He had. howewr, decided upon 
a mCllical career and had prepare, I for 
me;lical college hy a year's reading un
der the able instruction of Dr. :\. ~L 
Spangler. of Winifrede, \\"est "ir· 
ginia. In 1893 he entered the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons at Balti
more. ~raryland, and after taking two 
c()ur~es of lectures, passed the exami
nation of the State Board in 1~5, 

and 10cate(1 at Hurricane. Putnam 
County, which has been his field of 
practice enr since. After practicing 
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traveling representatives of the firm 

cover the usual jobbing territory of 

Wheeling wholesale houses. including 

Pennsylvania, Ohio. West Virginia 

and a part of Maryland. Cnder the 

efficient management of :VI r. Brand

fass, the business of the firm h3s flour

ished and is one of the leaders in this 

line. He is also a director of the \Vhecl

ing Title & Trust Company and th~ 

\Vest Virginia Tobacco Company. 
l\lr. Brandfass was united in mar

riage with :\lary Wiedebusch, and has 

eight children, as follows: Lottie: 
Sophia: Carrie; :\[innie; Alma; :\de

lia; :\larie; and Carl. They reside 

at Ko. IO~I;:; 14th street. where he 

o\\'ns a very comfortable home. Fro:ll 

ISio to IR~i. he w:\s acti\'cly intere.~t
erl in music. and was instrumental in 

organizing the Opera House Orches

tra. of which he was manager for three 

years. I-I e is a member of the :\ rinn 

. \ssociation. and has been a member of 

the Turner Gymnastic .\ssociation 

since he was 21 years of age. He was 

elected one of three members of the 

City Water Board in 1900-1901. the 
other members being l'lessrs. Butts and 

Lindsay. He is a Democrat. and 

served in the City Council one term in 

the "eighties." Fraternally. he is a 

member of Ohio Valley Lodge, Xo. 31. 

K. of P .• and has been for six years. 

He has been a member of the Ancient 

Order of Cnited \Vorkmen for 10 

years. served through the chairs of the 

subordinate Jodge, and was then elect

ed grand receiver of the Grand Lodge. 

During se\'eral years past, he has been 

a member of the finance committee of 

the Grand Lodge. He was formerly 

a member of the Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows. 

DE LANIEL LEE YOST. B. Soo M. Doo M. E. 

DE L:\~ IEL LEE YOST, B. S .. 

~l. D., :\1. E .. the subject of this s!<etch. 

who is a leading physician and surgeon 

of Fairmont. \Vest Virginia. prefers 
that we refer to ancestral achievements 

and history than to personal endeavors. 
\ V e find no more intere,;ting study in 

I heredity than the e\'idence: that to he 

well born gi"es a force of character 
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straight and wiry as an athlete; his 
commanding though gentle bearing 
was magnetic and inspiring to the 
sick and the distressed. He had dark 
wavy hair, long beard, high foreheld, 
soft yet piercing blue-gray eyes that 
met yours in language that pierced 
deeper than words and inspired sin
cerity of a friend, especially those in 
need. 

Such a forceful intellect and fer
tile mind, with such integrity and de
,'otion to hard work, burn out vitality 
in rays of genius, live yelrs in a day, 
dying young, and their achievements 
live after them as an inspiration to 
those whose like ambition IS to excell 
and be proficient. 

Dr. Fielding H. Yost was married 
~Iay 19, 1851, to Melinda A. Jone,;, 
who still survives him, and is no\\' li,'
ing at the old homesleJ.d in :\larion 
County, \\' est Virginia, hale amI 
sprightly at the age of 72. Her gra11l1-
father, Joseph Jones. after serving 
three years in the \Yar of 1812, un
der General Harrison. remO\'ed to Vir
ginia from his home in Xe\\' Jersey. 
Joseph Jones' uncle served for seven 
years in the Revolutionary \Var. Her 
father, John Jones, kept an olel land
mark inn at PleasJ.nt Valley, a famous 
resort in the historic days of wagon 
trains and stage cOJ.ches on the old 

State Road, long before the Baltimore 
& Ohio route was surveyed ~cross the 
A lIeghanies. 

'fhe father's mantle has fallen on 
two of his sons, and on the S11l1e home

stearl, from which siv others of the 
family name and three generations 
have entered the ranks of the same 
profession, was born De Laniel Lee 
Yost. X ovember i. 1861. the sccdncl 
son pf a family of three girls and fi,'c 
boys. Dorn under such fa"orable 

FIELDINO H, YOST. B, S .. M. D. 

heredity and ample patrimony and pro
visions for e(lucation in the will left by 
his father, he was expected to folio\\' 
with advantage the prdession of med
icine, business virtually awaiting him. 
He attended the State Xormal School 
at Fairmont amI the State L" nh'er-

Digitized by Google 







MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 743 

ia, and is a daughter of Xathaniel and 
Melvina Xestor. The one daughter of 
this marriage is named Lunda Mabel. 
Mrs. Phillips is a memher of the :'oleth
odist Church. :'olr. Phillips is a Knight 
of Pythias ami an Odd Fellow, al1f1 
one of the stanch Repuhlicans of 
Tucker County. 

HON, THOMAS PHILLIPS DAVIES, 

HO:\. T110:\\.-\S PHILLIPS 
D,\VIES, of :'olontgomery, Fayette 
County, West Virginia, State agent 
since 1902 for the Provident Acciden
tal Insurance Company, of Charleston, 
\Vest Virginia, was born in (;Iamor
ganshire, South \\" ales, ~larch I, I ~tl-9. 

He is a son of Ehenezer and . \nn:l 
(Phillips) Davies, hoth of whom were 
also natives of South ""ales. 

Ebenezer Davies settled first in 
Philadelphia, after immigrating to 
,\merica, and then was employed in the 
iron rolling mills at Lancaster, Penn
sylvania. .:\t the close of the Ci\"il 
\\"ar, he went to Coal Creek, Tennes
see, and entered into the coal business, 
sen'ing as outside superintendent for 
the Knox\"ille Iron Company, retain
ing the position some years. Prior 
to his death he lived a retired life for 
sometime, having accumulated ample 
Ire~lns, :\Ir. Da\"ies was considered one 
of the best posted, practical iron men in 
the vicinity, having spent the greater 
part of his life in the business. He 
preceded his family to .\merica an(l 
thcn returned to \\" ales for them. 
El:enezer Da \'ies died at the age of 7 I 
years. in IX&), at Coal Creek, Tennes
see. The mother of our suhject (liell 
when her son, Thomas Phillips, was 
hut two years old; there was one other 
:ion, who died in infancy. The step
wother of our subject was :\Iary Jones, 
and six children were hurn to the 
father's second marriage, the two sur
\'i\"()!"s being: :\Iary Ann, wife uf ~\r

chie Snedecker, a passenger engineer 
on the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway; 
an(1 Le\-i, an engineer in !\Iexico. 

Thomas Phillips Davies was a lall 
of I ~ years when he came to America, 
and was soon placed at work in the 
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ranks of the Knights of Pythias; is a 
leading Odd Fellow and belm~gs to 
l\lohegan Tribe. ~o. 37, Improved Or
der of Red ~len. 

:\rr. Dayies was married in 1885 to 
Annie \\'illiams. who was born at 
l\Iontlluuthshire. South \Vales and 
rearecl at Scranton. Pennsylvania. She 
passecl out of life Septemher 28, 1900, 
at her home in :\lontgol1lery. ~Irs. 

Davies was a lady of. lovely character. 
a devoted member of the Preshyterian 
Church. 

JOHN FREEMAN. 

County, \\"est Virginia, was born in 
1870, at Shamokin, Pennsyh"ania, and 
i') a son of the late John Freeman anti 
wife. the former of whom was one of 
the largest and most successful coal 
operators of the Flat-Top coal field. 

John Freeman was born in Clay
cross, Derhyshire, England, and after 
coming to . \merica engaged in coal 
mining at Trenton. PetUlsyh·ania. until 
he remO\'ecl to Fayette County, \Vest 
Virginia. He remained there. inter
ested in the iron mining inclustry at 
Clifton Forge and other points until 
18S3. when he came to the Flat-Top 
coal fields in ~Iercer and ~lcDowell 

counties. \rest \'irginia. He had 
these children: C. \\'.. of Bramwell: 
R E .. of Freeman: \V. G .. of Freeman; 
~rary. wife of G. T. Da\·idson of L"n
ion. \\' est Virginia: and Kate. wife 
of S. ~. Branton of Freeman. ~lr. 

Freeman died in IXY2. and was suc
ceeded in the Caswell Creek Coal & 
Coke Company hy his son. our suhject. 

The Caswell Creek mines were the 
third to commence operations in the 
Flat-Top coal fields; and they were 
opened and the tirst shipment of cllal 
made in August, IX~-4. hy Jenkin Jones 

\\'. C. FREE~L\~. secretary and and John Freeman. operating under 
trcasurer ot the Cas\\'ell Creek Coal the firm name of Freeman & Jones. hy 
& Coke Cpl1lpany. anel one of the prom- whom the l>l1sincss was carriecl on un
inent citizens of Freeman. :'.lercer til I XXI). when the Caswell Creek 

22 
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Our subject was reared and edu
cated in Columbiana COllnty, Ohio. and 
followed school teaching during five 
winters, taking a course in the me:ln
time, at :\Iount Cninn College, where 
he was graduated in IB90. In the 
fall of 1 &)2 he entered the Cincinnati 
Law School and was graduated there 
in 1894, with his degree of LL. B. 
In January, 1895, he remm'ed to Xew 
Cumberland, started into the practice 
of his profession, and met with im
mediate and unusual success. In 1896 
he was electecl prosecuting attorney of 
Hancock County, being honored with 
a re-election in 1900. 1\1 r. ~lcKenzie 
is a stanch Republican and has acti\'ely 
supported the candidates amI measure" 
of his party. 

On XO\'ember 27, 1895, he was 
married to ~Iargaret Patterson, who 
is a daughter of Thomas and Cather
ine Patterson, of Columbiana County, 
Ohio. Two children ha\'e been horn 
to this marriage. Elizabeth and 
Thomas. Roth l\lr. and Mrs. Mc
Kenzie helong to the Presbyterian 
Church. Fraternally he is both a 
Mason and an Odd Fellow. belonging 
to the Xew Cumberland lodges of 
both orders. Mr. ~lcKenzie has made 
an en\'iahle record as prosecuting at
torney. He has gi\'en special study 
to the laws relating to the duties of 

the position and is also well \'ersed in 
other lines. His ability and industry, 
his carefulness, fairness and prompti
tude ha\'e won him a large clientele 
and he occupies a prominent po
sition among the memhers of the Han
cock County h:lr. 

E. L. NUCKOLLS. 

E. L. 1\LTKOLLS. junior mem
ber of the prominent legal firm of Dil
lon & X uckolls a11(1 mayor of Fayette
\'ille, West Virginia. was horn August 
2, 1868. at Gambetta. Carroll County, 
Virginia, and is a son of Thomas and 
Charlotte J. (Stone) X uckol\s, hoth 
natives of \rirginia. 

The I\uckolls family is an old and 
honorahle one in the Old Dominion, 
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to which 
with the 
Stone fa 
and has long 
ginia. 

y founders c:l 

mestown. T 
ench extracti 

en es ablished in Vlr-

Thomas Nuckolls, the father of our 
subject, was born in Grayson County, 
Virginia, but the greater part of his 
life was s agriculturist 
Carroll C e he died J 
uary 21, 85 ye:trs. H 
widow st the old hom 
stead. There were !:even children born 
to our subjects' parents, the survivors 
being: ~. G., a resident of Ketchikan, 
Alaska; E. V., a resident of El Paso, 
Texas: He' d nt of Gambett 
Virginia; 
ville, Vir 
and Berti 

ident of Hil 
of this sketc 

obert Wade, 
South Bo a. 

E. L. Nuckolls was reared in Car
roll County and was educated at \\'00:1-
lawn Academy at \Voodlawn, Vir
ginia, and at Washington and 
l.ee Univ ngton. In 18 
he was a e bar and fi 
engaged i Hillsville, V 
ginia. wh ined five yea 
In I&)<) e remO\e( to Fayettevi e 
and on January I. 1902. entered into 
partnership with C. W. Dillon. having 
been associated with Judge D. W. 
Bolen. in Virg-ini:!. Both members of 

of Dillon & able 
and enjoy a rac-

hey are the om-
pI ers of "The \Vest IrgInta ocket 
Code," a valuable work which since 
its issue in 1900 has had a larger sale 
than any other legal book in the State. 

In politics, Mayor Nuckolls is a 
at and is no\ 
m as mayor 0 

ration havin 
to all of hi 

sec
, his 
sat
ens. 

He takes a prominent part 111 public 
matters and is one of the representa
tive men in his section of the State. 

On June 22, 1895, he was united 
iage with Be t Th 1 of 
e, Virginia, a 
sse. :\1r. Nt 
ason and als 

sociation. 

one 
om
the 

HARRY M. CAMPBELL, M. D., 
a prominent physician of Parkersburg, 

ce at No. 615 reet. 
n in 1867, j nty, 
irginia, and bert 
nelia (Kinnai J the 

ormer of whom was a w own 
steamboat and river man, whose death 
took place in 1877, at the age of 40 
years. 

The grandfather of Dr. Campbell 
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